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Of all the UK scholarships on offer to international students, Chevening is one of the most
prestigious and competitive.

As well as offering fully-funded master’s degrees, it is a unique opportunity for the next
generation of leaders, influencers, and decision-makers to develop a relationship with the UK
that will grow throughout their careers.

What are Chevening Scholarships?

Funded by the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office and partner organisations,
Chevening Scholarships are awarded to individuals with demonstrable leadership potential
and strong academic backgrounds. The scholarship offers full financial support to study for
any eligible master’s degree at any UK university whilst also gaining access to a wide range of
exclusive academic, professional, and cultural experiences.

Since the programme was created in 1983, over 50,000 outstanding professionals have had
the opportunity to develop in the UK through Chevening. There are more than 1,500
scholarships on offer globally for the 2021-22 academic year, demonstrating the UK’s ongoing
commitment towards developing the leaders of tomorrow.

How does it work?

All applicants undergo a rigorous selection process. The most suitable applicants are then
personally selected by British embassies and high commissions around the world.

As a fully-funded scholarship, you’ll receive tuition or programme fees, living expenses, and
return flights to the UK. You will also gain access to exclusive networking events, workshops,
talks, internships, and volunteering opportunities, giving you a diverse introduction to life in
a global role.

Who is it for?

Chevening Scholars have ambition, leadership potential, a strong academic background, and
an excellent record of rising to prominent positions in their countries across a range of fields.

Designed to support Britain’s public diplomacy overseas, Chevening Scholarships provide the
skills and experiences required to achieve at the highest levels, whilst supporting strong
relationships with the UK in the future.

If you’re an ambitious leader in the making and are looking for a postgraduate experience
that will give you the very best preparation for success, then a Chevening Scholarship could
be for you.



Required documents

All Chevening applicants must submit their education documents, references, and one
unconditional UK university offer. The deadlines for these required documents are usually
updated on Chevening application timeline.

If you are eventually conditionally selected for a Chevening Scholarship, it is essential that you
have submitted all documents in order to remain in the process.

Application guidance
The details below should help you once documents are submitted.
References

References are an integral part of Chevening’s selection process. You must supply the names
of two referees when you submit your application.

If your application is progressed to the next stage of the process, you will be required to
upload two reference letters to the online application system by the deadline mentioned.
Please note that Chevening will not contact your referees to complete or upload references.
It is the applicant’s responsibility to obtain and upload references on behalf of referees.

At a later stage, the British embassy or high commission may contact your referees for
verification. The British embassy or high commission in your home country may request that
you bring original hard copies of your references with you to interview.

Who can be a referee?

Referees should be people who can comment on your general suitability to receive a
Chevening Scholarship or Fellowship. Referees should be known to you, either in an academic
or professional capacity. They should not be a relative or close personal friend.

Interview

If you are shortlisted to interview for a Chevening Scholarship, you will be invited to attend
an interview in the city/town where the British embassy or high commission has a
representation.

Whilst you might naturally feel nervous in advance of the interview, do remember that to
have made it to the interview stage is a huge achievement and it means that you are already
one of the strongest candidates. An interview is a great opportunity to really demonstrate
why you should be selected for a scholarship and why you should join the Chevening
community.

Prior to attending your interview, you will be asked to upload the following documents to the
online application system:



- Education documents (copies of your certificates and/or transcripts).
- Two reference letters.
- Ashort biography that tells us more about you
The interview will be a competency-based panel assessment conducted in English.

The interview panel will include representatives from the British embassy or high commission,
who will use the global Chevening criteria to assess your answers.

You will be asked a series of questions discussing some of the information you provided in the
application form. The panel will ask questions that will enable you to explain your personal
and professional aspirations, and how Chevening can facilitate your achievement of these
goals. Your course choices will also be discussed and you will be asked to provide an update
on your applications.

Who can apply for a Chevening Scholarship?

Chevening enables outstanding emerging leaders from all over the world to pursue one-year
master’s degrees in the UK.

There is no such thing as a ‘typical’ Chevening Scholar, but those who are successful tend to
have ambition, leadership qualities, and a strong academic background.

Eligibility
To be eligible for a Chevening Scholarship you must:

- Be acitizen of a Chevening-eligible country or territory.

- Return to your country of citizenship for a minimum of two years after your award has
ended.

- Have completed all components of an undergraduate degree that will enable you to
gain entry onto a postgraduate programme at a UK university by the time you submit
your application. This is typically equivalent to an upper second-class 2:1 honours
degree in the UK but may be different depending on your course and university choice.

- Have at least two years (equivalent to 2,800 hours) of work experience.

- Apply to three different eligible UK university courses and have received an

unconditional offer from one of these choices.



You are not eligible for a Chevening Scholarship if you:

- Hold British or dual British citizenship (unless you are a citizen of a British Overseas
Territory or hold BN(O) and are applying from Hong Kong).

- Hold refugee status in a non-Chevening eligible country. Applicants who are citizens
of a Chevening-eligible country and who hold refugee status in a Chevening-eligible
country are eligible for a scholarship.

- Are an employee, a former employee, or relative* of an employee (since July 2018) of
Government (including British embassies/high commissions; the Department for
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy; Department for International Trade; the
Ministry of Defence; and the Home Office), or a staff member of the Association of
Commonwealth Universities.

- Employees, former employees, or relatives* of an employee (since July 2018) of
Chevening Partner organisations are eligible to apply, but cannot receive a Chevening
Partner Award from the organisation from which they work, previously worked, or are
affiliated with through relatives.

- Have previously studied in the UK with funding from a UK Government-funded

scholarship.

Once submitted, applications undergo an electronic sift against our eligibility criteria. Any
applications deemed ineligible will be removed from the selection process. Please see the list
of common errors here. If you make these errors in your application form, your application
will be ineligible. Please note that once your application has been submitted, it is not possible
to change it retrospectively.
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