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Disclaimer

This book has been created exclusively for educational and informational purposes.
Every effort has been made by the author(s) to avoid any infringement of existing
copyrights or intellectual property rights. It any source has been inadvertently
omitted or any unintentional infringement has occurred, please notily the publisher
in writing so that necessary corrective measures can be taken promptly.

While the content has been thoroughly reviewed to ensure accuracy and
completeness, unintentional errors or omissions may still be present. Any 1dentified
discrepancies will be addressed in subsequent editions. The author(s), publisher,
and distributor bear no I't‘bpﬂﬂ.‘:-!blht}-’ for any loss, damage, or consequences
resulting from the use or misuse of the information provided. Readers are advised
to consult official sources to verify legal, factual, or critical details.

For issues such as binding faults, printing defects, or missing pages, the publisher's
liability is restricted to replacement of the defective copy with the same or an
equivalent edition, Requests for replacement must be submitted within seven days
of purchase, and all related costs, including shipping, will be borne by the buyer.

All Rights Reserved

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any
form—electronic, mechanical, photographic, or otherwise—without prior writien
consent from the publisher. Unauthnr:?cd use, reproduction, or distribution may
result in legal action.

The author retains full rights to the original content of this work, except where
specific excerpts have been cited with appropriate permissions. This publication
oes not violate any copyrights, trademarks, patents, privacy laws, or contain
defamatory material.
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Dear Aspirants,

“Success is the result of daily discipline, not occasional motivation.”

In today’s highly competitive examination landscape, current affairs are no longer an
add-on—they are a decisive factor. Whether it is Banking, SSC, Railways, State-level
examinations, or other general competitive exams, consistent and analytical reading
of current events builds awareness, sharpens judgment, and strengthens conceptual
clarity across subjects like Polity, Economy, Governance, and International Relations.
Regular engagement with current affairs not only helps aspirants answer direct
questions but also develops the mature perspective expected from  future
administrators, officers, and responsible citizens.

This monthly edition is curated with that discipline in mind, It explains Australia’s
new social media ban for under-16s and India’s new SIM binding rule, helping readers
understand how governments worldwide are responding to digital-age challenges. It
decodes how newly introduced pilot safety norms triggered major IndiGo flight
disruptions, while also unpacking the Sanchar Saathi controversy and its implications
for telecom governance. Key constitutional and federal issues are covered through
explainers on why the Supreme Court permits SC status based on the mother’s caste
and the landmark Tamil Nadu Government vs. Governor case, both crucial for
Polity-focused exams.

The magazine also keeps aspirants updated on parliamentary developments by
summarizing important Bills and Acts passed this month, major national and
international recognitions such as Prime Minister Narendra Modi being conferred the
highest civilian honours of Ethiopia and Oman, and notable national losses with the
passing of eminent politicians Shivraj Patil, Swaraj Kaushal, and Sriprakash Jaiswal.
Economic awareness is strengthened through clear coverage of the RBI’s pro-growth
signal via a 25 basis point repo rate cut—an essential topic for banking and economic
sections.

This magazine is designed not just to inform., but to prepare. Read it with curiosity,
revise 1t with purpose, and remember that every page brings you one step closer to
vour goal. The nation awaits well-informed, ethical, and confident
individuals—prepare today to become one of its builders tomorrow,

Stav consistent. Practice daily. Crack vour government exam,

@ +218169602909 www.wizx.org © tejewizxorg
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NEWS CREDIT
BBC, Reuters, Aljazeera, PIB, PTI, Business Standard, The Hindu, Indian Express, Tines

of Indin, Economic Tumcs. Business Ling, India Today, Moocy comrol And wll other
lcading Newspapers
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Book
The Loneliness Letter from Japan
of Sonia and Bouk Book
Sunny They Will Shoot The Serpent’s Author
.............. You, Madam: My Tale: Kundalim, Mare Kondo
Author Life Through Hoo Yoga, and the with Mare lida
Kiran Desai Conflict The Caste Con Historyofan @ ...
,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Census Expenence Abaut
About Author This book offers
This book tellsa ~ Harinder Baweja Author Editor —
deep and Anand Sravana reflections on
engaging story Ahout Teltumbde Borkataky-Varma  Japanese society
that shows the Here the author & Anva Foxen and culture,
emational ups shares stones el S caplunng
and downs of from over 40) Thiz Gook \bout everyday life,
modemn life years of reporting examings the This book values, and quiet
across different in India and debate around explores the idea observations
places and conflict zones caste-besed data of Kundalini, through 4
penCrations. abroad, offenng a in India, tracing 1ts roots in reflective
brief, honest look ~ SXplaning why vy gnd epiritual narrative.

inta the risks and CaEle census traditions and
moral challenges MRS, [_h'-' ; how it has been
of war F"':'i”_“:s behind it, understood over
journalism, - and time.
policy

implications.
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Book
Uprooted: A
Liraphac Account
of the Struggle
for Forest Rights
Author
lta Mehrotra
Albout
s book tells
the story of tribal
and forest
communites
fighting for land,
livelihood, and
legal recognition
of their rights.
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Book
Breakneck:
China’s Chuest to
Enginaer the
Future
Author
Dan Wang
Abrout
This book
gxamines how
China is rapidly
reshaping
technology,
infrastructure,
and society to
secune it global
futtire,

Books & Authors

Book

Coifee King: The
Swift Rise and
Sudden Death of
Cafe Coffee Day
Founder V G
Siddhartha
Author
Fukmnm Rao and
Prosenpit Dati
At
This book traces
the rapid nse of
V G Siddhartha,
founder of Café
Coffee Dav, and
the pressures and
challenges that
led to his sudden
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BARBIE
LAND*

[RRPLEY BITT

Buook

BARBIELAND

The
Unauthorized
History
Author
Tarpley Hitt
Aol
This book
explores the
cultural impact,
CONIOVErsies,
and hadden
history behind
the Bartue brand
and its global
influence,

5. HUFSSRIN IRIDN

MAFI/;
QUEEN
OF INDI

Book
Mafia Queens of
India
\uthor
5 Hussain Zaid
with Velly
Thevar
‘Hmu[
This book tells
regl-life stories of
wiimen who rose
1D pOwWer in
India’s criminal
underworld,
challenging
traditional ideas
of crime and
gender.
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{ Quick Bytes

India ranks 8th m debut World Skills Asia, earming |
Silver, 2 Bronze and 1 Medallions for Excellence.
Dr. Kenichi  lga honoured
development and practical application of Vertical-
Cavity Surface-Emitting Laser (VCSEL).

Hansa-3 MG Tramer Adrcraft Unveiled & SARAS
Mk-2 Aircrafi Reviewed

RITES Wins CEAI Award for USBREL Enpineering
Innovation

Viee Adm. Sanjay Sadhu Assumes Charge as
CWPEA

SIM-Lmking Now Mandatory for Messaging Apps:
DoT Tightens Cybersecurity Norms

India Re-Elected to IMO Council with Highest Votes
Indin and ADB Scal 5500 Million Loan Deal 1o
Power Vanons Projects

Crisil Revizes India’s FY26 GDP Growth Forecast
o T

Paschal Donohoe Appomted MD and CKO of the
World Bank Crroup

Indian MNavy Reccives ‘Taragin': Fourth Milgin-
Class { Propect 17A) Stealth Frigate

Viee Admiral Sanjay Sadhu Assumes Charge as
Controller of Warship Production & Acquisition
Andre Russell Retires from [PL, Jons KKR Support
Staff

Virat Kohli Surpasses Sachin Tendulkar With
Record-Breaking 52nd ODI Century
Oscar-Winning  British Playwright Tom Stoppard
Dies at B8

Andhra Pradesh Renames Raj Bhavan as Lok
Bhavan

Aparna Garg Assumes Charge as Raoilway Board
Member (Finance)

India-Maldives Joint Exercise “Ekuvernin’ Begins in
Kerala

Indin 1o Chair International 1DEA for the First Time
K. Chander Takes Ower as LIC Managing Director
Former England Cricketer Robin Snuth Passes Away
at 62

Lok Sabha Passes Central Excise { Amendment) Bill
2025

for  ploneerng

-
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Government Withdraws Mandatory Pre-Installation
of Sanchar Saaths App

Bharat Tax1. a driver-owned cooperative ride-hailing
platform, has launched pilot operations in Delhi and
Cruparat under the Sahakar Se Samnddhi initative.
Harvana's Lado Lakshmi Yojana to Offer Financial
Aad Cuarterly from December 2025

SEBI Launches SWAGAT-FI to Simphify Access for
Low-Risk Foreign Investors in India

India’s Insolvency Regime Upgraded to Group B by
S&P

Brendan Nelson Appomted Chairman of HSBC,
Succeeding Mark Tucker

RBI Approves Vikram Sahu as CEQ of Bank of
Amenica India for Three-Year Term

Jeyandron Vengopal Appomted as President &
CEO of Relance Retal Ventures Lid

Armmand Duplantis and  Svdney  McLaughlin-
Levione Nomed World Athleles of the Year 2025
MEITY & MEA Enuobie
Verification via DigiLocker
Australia’s Victoria University o Open First India
Campus in Guragram by 2026

Asim Mumr Formally Appomnted Pakistan’s First
Chiel of Defence Forces

Fitch Ups India’s FY26 Growth Forecast to 7.4%
Amid Strong Consurmer Demand

Suni] Marme Makes T20 History With 600-Wicket
Milestione

Swara) Kaushal, Former Mizoram Governor [asses
Ay at T3

Veteran Producer AVM Saravanan Passes Away

Dr. Shardul 5. SheofT Wins ACES 2025 Lifetime
Honour

Prateck  Madhav
Excellence Award

Paperless  Passport

Wins National Individual
Netflix o0 Acquire Wamer Bros Discovery Studios
and Streaming Business for $72 Billion

RBI Raises India’s FY26 GDP Growth Forecast to
7.3%

Dr Renuka lyer Appointed Chief Medical Officer of
NCCN

Roman Gofman Appointed as Mext Mossad Chief

G tej@wizx.org
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Cristiano Ronaldo Joms Perplexity Al as Investor
and Brand Ambassador

Microsoft Store Awands 2025: ChatGPT, Perplesaty,
Motwon Among Top App Winners

Donald Trump Avwarded First FIFA Peace Prize ot
2026 World Cup Draw Ceremony

Indin-Malavsia Launch 5th Edition of Exercise
Harimau Shake in Rajasthan

Simone Tata: The Visionary Behind Lakmé and
Westside Passes Away at 95

India Opens World's Highest War Memorial at
Calwan

Rajasthan Becomes First 10 Folly Dagitise Vioder
Rolls

Mission Watershed PUNARUTTHAN Launched in
Magaland

Tama Electronics and Intel Sign Mol to Explore Chup
Manufacturing and Packaging in India

Anant Ambani Hecomes Youngest Recipient of 3

Global Humane Soetery’s Amimal Welfare Award
Tata-Lockheed Martin to Build New MRO Facthty
fior C-130) Super Hercules in Indin

Veteran Bengali Actor Kalvan Chatterjee Passes
Away ot Bl

Veteran Social Activist Baba Adhav Passes Away at
3

Right to Discommect Bill 2025 Introduced in
Parliwment: A Step Towards Work-Life Balance
DHRUVA: Indin’s Digital Hub for Reference and
Unigue Virtual Address Launched

Rohit Sharma Became 4th Indian To Enter 20000
Runs Scored Club

Lando Momis Wins 2025 Fonmila |
Championship in Dramatic Abu Drhabi Fnale
Frank Gehry, [conie Architect Behind Guggenhen
Bilbao, Dhes at 96

Dr. Renuka lyer Appointed CMO of National
Comprehensive Cancer Network

Fino Becomes First Pavments Bank o Get S5FB
Approval

Decpavali Enters UNESCO's Intangible Cultural
Hentage List, Boosting India’s Global Presence
Lithuamin Declares State of Emergency Over
Balloon |neursions From Belums

Andrej Babis Swom In as Czech Republic’s New

Prime Minister

Waorld

3169602908
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Indian-Ongin Meal Mohan Named TIME's 2025
CEQ of the Year

A'ja Wilson Named TIME's 2023 Athlete of the Year
Leonards DiCaprio  Named TIMES 2025
Entertainer of the Year

Indian-Ongin Arkin Gupta Named in Forbes Under-
30 List for Financial Innovation

Jusprit Bumrah made history on 9 December 2025
by becoming the first Indian bowler to claim 100
wickets in all three formats—Tests, ODIs, and
T201s—reaching the milestone during the 1st T200
vs Soath Afnca in Cultack

Indiz w Hest Ist Commonweslth
Championship (2026)

BMW Names Milan Medeljkovic as New CEO
Author Sophie Kinselln Passes Away at 55

Kohli Climbs to No.2 i ODI Rankings, Rohn
Sharms Retans Top Spot

Cipla Launches Tirzcpatide-Based Obesity &
Dinbetes Drug

Suyslam Bharat App for Real-Time Rural Water Data
10A & Italy's halian National Clympic Committee
signed an Mol! to enhance hilateral sports
copperution with  emphasis  on  training,
infrastructure sccess & sports soence.

Amul Extends Sponsorship with Argentina Football
Team

Veteran Socialist Leader Baba Adhsy Passes Away
ot &5

Plan for Conducting Census of India 2027 Approved
By Union Cabinet

Cabinet Nod to Atomic Energy Bill Unlocks

Opportunitics for Private Nuclear Projects

Kho Kho

Insursnce Amendment Bill 2025: Cabinet Approves
L FD in Indian Insurance Firms

PNB Housing Finance Appoints Ajal Kumar Shukla
as New MD & CEO

MSME Mimstry Signs Mol with Amazon For
Vishwakarma Arfisans

Department of Posts and BSE Sign Mol to Expand
Mutual Fund Access Across India

Sikkim Opens Cho La & Dok La tor Border Toursm
Maharashira Launches a Propect Mahadev for
Football Talent

Innoviti Wins Hurun Future Unicom Saa8 Award

G tej@wizx.or a
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Raj Kumar Goyal Swom m as Chief Information
COmmissioner

C-DOT Wins [EEE SA Corporate Award 2023
Former MP Bam Yilas Das Vedant Passes Away
India Wins Historic WSF Squash World Cup 2025
Mational Makhana Board Launched with a,'476 Cr
Development Scheme

Google's Project Suncatcher o Build Solar Al Data
Lentres in Space

Cabinet Clears Insurance Amendment Bill Allowing
[ (W% FT2

Pondury Khadid Awarded Geographical [ndecation
(GI) Tag

Right-Wing Leader JosA© Antonio Kast Becomes
Chille’s President

Google Launches [1s First-Ever Credil Card in India
on RuPay

Government Extends Tenure of SBI MD Ashwimi
Kumar Tewari by Two Years

PM Mods Becomes First World Leader 1o Receive
Ethiopa's Top Award

India’s Homebound Enters Oscar 2026 Shortlist for
Best International Feature

laly Becomes First Country o Get UNESCO
Recogmtion for Its Natonal Cunsine

Ravi Ranjan Takes Charpe As SBI New Managing
Dhrector (MD)

HDFC Bank Gets RBI Nod w Acquire Up 1o 9.5%
Stake i Indusind Bank

Ex-Justice Secretary Raj Kumar Goval Appointed
Chief Information Conmissiones

B. Saram Appointed Chairman-cum-Managing
Darector of Coal India

Suresh Goyal Appomnted as NCAER Director
Cieneral

Mivana Railway Station Receives National Energy
Conservation Award 2025

Indin and Bmal Sipn Tnpartiie MolU on
Mantenance of Scorpene Submarines

Shafali Verma Wins 1CC Women's Player of the
Momnth for Movember

Simon Harmer Mamed [CC Men's Player of the
Muomth for November 2025

Indin Launches Its Fiest 1.0 GHz, 64-bit Dual-Core
Indigenous Microprocessor DHRUVG4"

3169602908
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India and Saudi Arabia Sign Visa Warver Agreement
i Faciliate Official Travel

Aar Indsa Bags Best Domestic Arrline Trtle s Travel
+ Leisure Awards 20235

Singapore Chang Airport Wins World's Best Aurport
Title 2025

José Antonio Kast Elected President of Chile
Myvidia Tops Humun Global 1000 a5 Word's Most
Valuable Company

Viksit Bharat G RAM G Bill PassedA in Lok Sabha
Pardiament Passes SHANTI Bill, AFRB Gets
Slatutory Slalus

Indin 1o Gt Its First Forest University in Gorakhpur,
Uttar Pradesh

Jharkhand Clears Landmark Law for Gig Workers
Welfare

Indin & Omun CEPA Signed o Boost Trade and
Investment

Brazil Hands Over BRICS Presidency to India
Shashwat Sharma Appointed As MD & CED of
Aartel India

Exercise Desert Cyclone 11 Begins: India&U AE.
Joint Military Exercise

Deepinder Goyal Tops Hurun Bach List 2025 for
Indin’s Self-Made Entreprencurs

Jharkhand Clinched The Maiden Sved Mushtag Al
Trophy 2025

India& UAE Joant Militury Exercise Desent Cyclone
India and Oman signed a Comprehensive Economic
Pamtnership Agreement in Muscal duning PM
Narendra Modi's visit 1o deepen trade, investment
and services cooperation.

Indian Novy Commissions INAS 335 MH-60R
Squadron

Veteran War Correspondent Peter Amest Dies at 9]
Statue of Unity Sculptor Ram Vanji Sutar Dies at 100
India and the Netherlands Se1 Up Joint Trade and
Investment Comnutice (JTIC)

Operation Hawkeve: US and Jordan Strike [SIS Sites
i Syria

RBI Slaps #62 Lakh Penalty on Kotak Mahindra
Bank

Scottish arist Noena Kalu bas become the first artist
with a learming disalality to win the prestugious
Tumer Prize, making history in British art,

G tej@wizx.or a
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PGIMER Chandigarh Retains Top Spot as India’s
Best Health Technology Assessment Institute
Michaela Benthaus to Make History os Fiest
Wheelchsaur Liser in Space

RITES Ltd. Signs Moll with Botswana for Transport
Modemisation

PM Inaugurates First Global Aireraft Engine MRO
Facility in Hyderabad

World Bank Approves 5776 Million for Reforms in
Punjab and Maharashira

Mapmyindia Partners with Zoho CRM 10 Power
India’s First Indigenous Location Intelligence
PUMA Appomnts Ramprasad Sridharan as New
Managing Director for India

CEC Gyanesh Kumar to Chair Internatiopal IDEA in
2026

Javokhr Simdarov Crowned 2025 FIDE World Cup
Champion

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s Bust Unveiled st UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris on Constitution Dy

Assam Passes Strict Anti Polygamy Bill, 2025 &
Major Legal Shift in Marriage Laws

lakarta Becomes Worlds Most Populous City,
Surpassing Tokyo: LN Repor 2025

Asian Pamnis Becomes Team India’s Official Colour
Partner in 3-Year BOCI Deal

Camikara Becomes First Indian Rum o Win
i€ Ciloba] Brand of the Year

Indn’s Economy to Grow at 6.6% i 2025-26, Says
[MF

CBDT Unveils ‘NUDGE' Campaign: A Push for
Voluntary Tax Compliance

Government  Approves Tex-RAMPS w BHoost
Innovation & Date in India’s Textile Sector
[-Year-Did Giovanna de Sequeira Wins Hronze for
India at World Jiu-Jitsu Champronship

Indmn  Scientists  Develop 86 OncoMark”™ Al
Framewaork for Personalised Cancer Therapy

PM Modi Unwvels 77 FT Statue OF Rama &
Inaugurates Ramavana Theme Park in Goa
Operation Sagar Bandhu — India’s Ad Mission to
5n Lanka After Cyclone Ditwah
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# India to Lead Emerging Market Growth with 7%
GDP Rise in 2025: Moody's

= Sipan Garg Takes Additional Charge as CMD of
THIM India Led

# Temasek Appomts Former DBS CEO Prvush Gupta
as [ndia Chairman

# Jay Shah Honoured with “Indian of the Year 20257

P India Signs 37,900 Crore Deal with US for MH-60R

Mavy Hehmph-:r Support
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FACT
Chaudfary Chiaran Singh
nevar veted Lha Lok Sabha.
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IIFL. Finance Appoints Former REI
Governor B, P, Kanungo as Chairman

Deputy

IFL Finance,
Company (NBFC) in India. has appomted Bibhu
Prasad (B. P.) Kanungo, former Deputy Governor of
the Reserve Bank of India (R 13, as the Chamrman of i#s
Board. The appomtment mms to strengthen corporate

g leading MNon-Banking Fmancial

govermance, regulatory compliance and strategic

decision-making within the company.

About B. P. Kanungo

# Served ms Deputy Govermor of RBI with
responsibility for cumency management, payment
systems, financial regulation and supervision

#  Member of the Monetary Policy Commutiee [MPC)
of RBI

# Held senwr positons such as KBl Regional
Director and Banking Ombudsman

» Represented India  at  intermational
mstitutions ke the Hunk for
Settlements (BIS)

About 1TFL Finance

# A prominent NBFC providing services such as
home loans, gold |oans, MSME loans,
microfinance and digital lending

# Plays a key role in financil tnclusion by extending
credit 1o underserved sectors

= Regulated by the Reserve Bank of India

financial
International

José Antonio Kast Elected President of Chile

TR '.,ﬂ;‘iE::{I[] r:;]

losé Antonio Kast, leader of the Republican Party, has

been elected President of Chile, winning the December

2025 presidential runofT with approximately 58% of the

vole, defeating left-wing candidate Jeannette Jara,

Fasi’s victory marks a major political shift i Chile,

bringing a far-right leader to power for the first time

smee the retum to democracy m 1990,

Background: Wha s Jos¢ Antonio Kast

F  Apeand Profession: Kast is around 39 years old
and a lawyer by training.

F o Political Carees He served as 3 member of the
Chilean Chamber of Deputies from 2002-2018 and
was previously with the Independent Democratic
Union (LD before founding the Republican Party
i 2015

# [Presidential Bids: Kast ran for president in 2017
and 2021 before securing victory m 202 5.

# He is known for ultra-conservative and far-right
posiiions, emphasizig law-and-order and secunty
policies.

Chile:

» Capital: Santiago

# President: Gabriel Boric

- Furn:m:}': Chilean peso

Ravi Ranjan Appointed as Managing Director of
State Bank of India

The State Bank of India (SBI), India™s largest public
sector bank, has appointed Ravi Ranjan as its Managing
Drirector {MI), This appointment strengthens SB1 s top
management to continue its focus on retml banking,
corporate banking, and digital transformation.

Abont State Bank of India (SBI)

# Founded: | July 1955 (as SBI; predecessor was the
Bank of Calcutta, 1806),

Headguariers: Mumbai, Maharashtra,

Chairman: Appointed by the Government of India.
Current chairman: C. Sreenivasulu Setty

k.
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# SBI 15 the largest public sector bank n India with a
viast network of branches and ATMs.

# SBI plays o key role in govemment schemes,
including Pradhan Manim Jan Dhan  Yojana
(PMIDY), Mudra Yojena, and [Digital India
initiatives,

SBI Governance Structure

# 5Bl 15 governed by a Charman and Managing
Directors, whe are appointed by the Government of
[neiin.

#  MDs typically handle specific portfiolios such as
retni] banking, corporate banking, nsk, operations,
treasury, and digital ransformation.

# The Bourd of Directors ensures comphance wath
RBI regulations and corporate  govermance
standards.

Raj Kumar Goyal Assumes Charge as Chiel
Information Commissioner

Raj Kumar Goyal, a former Indian Adomnistrotive
Service (IAS) officer, hos taken oath as the Chief
Information Commissioner (C1C) of India, The oath of
office and secrecy was administered by the President of
India. His appomntment fills 8 long-pending vacancy
and restores the Central Informanon Commission to
full functional capacity.

About the Central Information Commission (C1C)
The Central Informaton Commission s 6 statufory
body established under the Right to Information (RT1)
Act, 2005,

It consists of:

#  One Chief Information Commissioner

# Upto 10 Information Commissioners

» Members are appointed by the President of India
on the recommendation of a selection commitiee.
Selection Committee for CIC

Prime Minister {Chairperson)
Leader of Oppositicn m the Lok Sabha

One Union Cabinet Minister somunated by the
Prame Minister

Y NN
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Functions and Powers of CIC

Hears second appeals and complunts under the RTI

Act. Has powers similar 1o o avil court, including

summoning witnesses and requiring documents, Can

order public authonties to disclose information,

Submits an annual report on RT1 implementation to

Parlioment. Plays a crucial role o ensuring

transparency and sccountability in governance.

Additional Useful Facts for Exams

# The RTI Act, 2005 applics to Central Government,
Siate Governments, local bodies, and public sector
underiakings.

# |nformation denied on grounds of national security,
sovereignty, or personal pnvacy falls under
exemptions of the RT1 Act.

#  Siate Information Commissions function at the
state level under the same Act.

# Transparency s considered a key pillar of good
CUVETIRNCE.

# The RTI Act empowers citizens as a ool againsi
corruplion and maladmmistration

Sangeetan Barooah Pisharetv Elected First Woman
Pruu!ﬂt -ul‘ I"r-m'. l'._"luh ul' India

Senior journalist Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty has been

elected as the first woman President of the Press Club

of India (PCI), marking a historic milestone in the
country’s. media landscape. Her election reflects
increasing  gender representation and leadership in

Indian journalism.

Ahout the Press Club of Tndis (PCH

# The Press Club of India i= an independent
professtonal body of journalists.

# It serves as a forum for journalists to exchange
ideas, discuss natonal and internitional 1ssues, and
uphold press freedom.

# The club 15 based in New Delhi and primanty
represents  journalists  covering  Parliament,
government, and national institutions

# PCl plays a key role in defending freedom of
expression and journalistic nghts,

G tej@wizx.org
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PNE Housing Finance Appoints Ajai Kumar Shukla
as MD & CED

Elenb

|-

I
PNB Housing Finance Limited has appointed Ajai
Kumar Shukla as its new Managing Director and Chaef
Executive Officer, strengtheming leadership contimuaty
and corporate govemance in one of India’s major
housing finance companics. PNB Housing Fmance
Limited 15 a housing finance company registered with
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) as a Housing Fmance
Company (HFC). The RBI reguiates HFCs under the
EBI Act, 1934 {after the transfer of regulation from
MHE to RBE i 2019},

Punjab MNational Banl:

¥ Founded: 19 May 1894

Founder:

#  [wval Simgh Majithas

Lala Harkishen Lal

Headquarters: Dowarka, Delhn, India
Mom-Execulive Charrman: K G Ananthaknshnan
MI & CE: Ashok Chandrea

YWY W

# Treasorer: BM Madhukar

Venkatesh Prasad clected as the new President of
RS0 A

Former Indian last bowler Vienkatesh Prasad has been
clected President of the Kamataka State Cricket
Acsocaiion (KSCA) on 7 December 2025, He
defeated nival KN Shanth Kumar by 749 votes to 558
voles out of 1,307 tofal votes

Under his leadership, the new KSCA pancl, called
"Team Game Changers,” also filled key positions:

#  Vice-President: Sujith Somasundar

# Secretary: Santosh Menon

VWA WA J|'|-E X.0 r:; ]

Asim Munir Appointed as Pakistan’s First Chief of
Defence Forces (CDF

F e eIy ™
Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardan has approved the
appoantment of General Asim Muonir to the newly
ereted post of Cheet of Delence Forces (CDF). He wall
hold this posimtion while continuing as the Chicf of
Army Staff (COAS). The newly created role grants him
unified command over all three defence services for a
tenure of five years. The post of CDF was established
through the 27th Constitutional Amendment, reflecting
4 major restructuning of Pakistan's defence leadership
framework, The move consclidates military authonty
at the top level, gvang the CDF overarching strategic
control over Pakistan's defence apparatus,
About General Asim Muonir
Appointed Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff (COAS) in
Mo ember 2132,

Former roles:
# - Director-General of Inter-Services  Intelligence
(1Sl

#  [hrector-General of Military Intelhgence (MI)

# Fmst COAS to simulianeously hold the newly
created CDF post,

About the Chicel of Defence Forces (CDEF)

Mewly created semior-most military  position  in

Pakistan

+ Scope: Overall command over

Pakistan Army

Pakistan Navy

Pakistan Air Force

Tenure: 5 years

#  Created through 27th Constitutional Amendment.

Civil=Military Contexi in Pakistan

# Pakistan has a history of military influence over
political institutions

# Previously, the Army Chief was already considered
the most powerful position

# Creation of CDF further enhances
suthority of the miltary.

VYY Y
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Key Political Figures

F Presudent of Pakistan: Asif Al fardan

#  Prime Minister: Shehbar Shanf

» Pakistan’s Defence Structure (Before and After
CDF)

# Earlier: Each service chief operated independently:
Jomnt Chiefs of Saff Commtiee had lhmited
operanonal authority,

#  Mow: CDF centralizes operational command under
a sigle office.

»  Constituitonal Amendments in Pakistan

# Require o two-thirds majonity in both houses.

= 27th Amendment = Creation of the CDF post

Brendan Nelson Appointed Chairman of HSBC,
ﬁutﬁﬂtdinﬂ Mark Tucker

B,

{

H5BC appoinis Brendan Nelson as chair afler chaotic

search

» Background: Why the Appomntment Was Needed

7 HSBC had been searching for a permanent chair for
several months following internal upheaval and a
period of interim leadership.

# The search was described as chaotic — implying
there were declays, possibly disagreements or
challenges in finding a smtable candidate.

Who is Brendan Nelson

» Brendan Nelson is a former partner st KPMG,

#  Prior to this appointment, Melson had been serving
as mierm chaur of HSBC since October.

HSBC

F  Industry: Financial services

# Founder: Sir Thomas Sutherland

Heedquarters: London, England, United Kingdom

Group Chief Executive: Georges Elhedery

¥
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Vikram Sahu was initially named by Bank of America
in March 2023 1o lead its India operations, bat his
formal appointment as CEO required clearance from
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The approval came via
an internal memo reviewed by a major news agency —
making the appoimtment official

Change in Leadership

Sahu replaces Kaku Makhate, who had led Bank of
Amenca’s Indin operations for 15 yvears. Following the
change, Nakhate will move to the role of “Chair, India™
at the firm's secunties arm in India

Bunk of America

~ Founded: 1998

# Headguarters: North Carolina, US

# Chairman and CECx Brian Moynihan

& Vice chorman: Bruce Thompson

RBI Approves Yikram Saho as CEOQ of Bank of
America India for Three-Year Term

India’s central bank approves Vikram Sahu as CED of

Bank of Amenca M. A. (Indm)
Backgronnd: Appoeintment Process

3169602908

Sipan Garg assumes additional charge as Chairman
and Managi

Sipan Kumar Garg has taken on the rele of Chairman
and Muanaging Director (CMD) of THDC India. in
addition to his current position as Director Finance,
following the passing of R K Vishnoi. The CMD post
became vocant after B K Vishnm's demise on
Movember 15, 2025. Garg has been assigned the
addinional charge for a penod of three months, or unil
a full-time CM D i3 appointed, whichever is carlier. He
ofhiciully assumed the charge on November 25, 2025,
Abowt THIN India

A subsidiary of NTPC, Rishikesh-based THDC India is
engaged in power gencration through solar, hydro,
thermal, and pumped storage projects.
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Guinea-Bissau general sworn in as transitional
president after coup
[ 1

Creneral Horta Inta-A has been swomn in oas the
transiional president of Guinea-Bissau following o
military coup that deposed President Umaro Sssoce
Embalo.

Background of the Coup

[he military, referring to themselves as the “High
Military Command for the Restoration of Order™
announced they had seised power a day afler two
leading candidates in o tightly contested presidential
election clarmed victory.

Rale of Horta Inta-A

Previously serving as the Chiel of Stafl of the army,
Inta-A was considered close to the deposed President
Embalo. He stated that evidence justified the military’s
actions and stressed the meed for urgent mensures
mvolving everyone's pasticipation,

Reaction and Situation on Ground

The African Union condemped the coup and called for
the unconditional relesse of Embalo and other detained
officials. The capital, Bissauw, remained mostly quict
with soldiers on the streets, many residents siaying
indoors, and businesses and banks closed,
Cuinea-Bissau

# Capital: Bissau

#» Currency: West African CFA franc

#  Conunent; Afmca

CEC Gyanesh kumar (o Become Chairperson of
International IDE A

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar
will assume the post of Chairperson of the International

VWA WA J|'|-E xX.0Or :; ]
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Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance
{International IDEA) for the year 2024,

[nternational IDEA s a 35-member intergovernmental
organisation  founded in 1995,  dedicated o
strengthening electoral systems, democrotic
mstitutions, and povernance globally
founding member of the organisation.
Uiyanesh Kumar's appointment reflects  global
recognition of the Election Commission of India (ECI)
as one of the world's most credible, transparent, and
impovative eleciion management bodics. His role wall
mvolve puiding discussions, presiding over all councl
meetings in 2026, and promoting knowledge-sharing
among global Election Management Bodies (EMBs).
About International 1DEA

#  Full Name: Intemational Institute for Democracy
pnd Electoral Aszsiztance

Established: 1993

Headguariers: Stockholm, Sweden

Members: 35 countries

Observers: United States, Jupan

India 1= &

VWYY

Ramprasad Sridharan Appointed New MD of
PUMA India

Global sportswear brand PUMA  has  appointed
Ramprasad Sndharan u8 the new Managing Director
(MD) of PUMA India, effective December 2025, He
will  report directly 1o Matthias Biumer, Chief
Commercial Officer (CCO) of PUMA  Global,
Sridbaran replaces Karduk Balagopalan, who served
FUMA for nearly 20 vears and has now stepped down
to pursue other interests. Ramprasad Sridharan brings
25+ years of experience i brand bwilding, retail
leadership, digital growth, and commercial strategy
across the Asia-Pacific region. He previously served as
the CEO & MD of United Colors of Benetton India and
has held sensor roles at Clarks and Recbok India.

His appointment underscores PUMA's focus on
strengthening the Indian market, which remains one of
the company’s fastest-growmg EL:JI:IHI seEments

tej@wizx.org

AFFAIRS



&Homx 9

POMWERED BY

Your One-Stop Scholarship Hub

6,000+ 3,000+ 100+

Scholarship Listing Universities Countries

Why ScholarX?

> Free Global Scholarships Database

> Free access to database

> Free Scholarships Mentoring

Register Now %

I

www.scholarx.io

=
[a*



A s ARIRREN]

WIZDOM ED. Jan-2026

AFFAIRS

o +91 B16960290

[ National News J

NOCW Launches *Shakti Scholars Fellowship® for
Young Researchers

The Mattonal Comumission for Women (NCW) fas

lsunched the *Shakti Scholars Fellowship®, a new

initiative aimed at encouraging young researchers to

undertake research on women-centric 1ssues, The

fellowship seeks to  promote  evidence-based

policymaking and strengthen academic research related

L '|1.-'{'|I'|'|I,'."|'|..'\. r:ghtq. E_-;:I'Id{".r {!'I:EL!EIII_".' al'l.ll'i :i-l'll:l.:ll _|IJ.‘E1IZ"L" in
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Ohbjectives of the Shakti Scholars Fellowship

# To promote high-guality research on women-
related 1ssues,

# Toencourage youth participation in gender studies
and public policy rescarch.

# To provide rescarch-hased inpuis for improving
laws, schemes and institutional mechanisms related
1 WS,

# To create a pool of pender-sensitive researchers
and policy thinkers.

About MNational Commission Tor Women [NOW)

# The NCW 15 a statutory body estublished under the
Mational Commission for Women Act, 1990,

# [t was constiluted in 1992,

F NCW works under the Mimstry of Women and
Child Development

# Approach: Stringent laws and sinct penalties
agamsi dishonest traders

# Beneficiaries: Farmers and the agricultural sector

Objectives of the Froposed Bill

#  Protect farmers from financial losses caused by
fake inputs

# Ensure avarlability of qualty fertilisers and
pesticides

# lmprove crop productivity
sustainzhility

» Strengthen regulatory oversight m the agn-input
market

Additional Useful Facts

# Fertilisers i India are currently regulated under the
Fertiliser Control Order (FOO), 1985,

# Pestcides are governed by the Insecticides Act,
1968, which sets quality and safery standards

and  mprcultural

Covernment to  Introduce  Hill Fake

Fertilisers and Pesticides

Against

The Government of Indin will istreduce o bill in

Parliament to curb the sale of foke fernlisers, pesticides

and unauthorised bio-stimulants, aiming to protect

farmers” intercsts and ensure quality sgncultural

inputs, a5 announced by Union Agnculiure Minister

Shivra) Singh Chouhan.

Kev Facts:

= Announced By: Union Mimster for Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare — Shiviaj Singh Chouhan

#  Purpose of the Bill: To prevent production, sale and
distribution of fake fertihsers, pesticides and bio-
stimulants

# Tarpet lssue: Fraudulemt and
agricultural imputs harming farmers

#  Parlamentary Action: Introduction of a new bill in
the upcoming Parlivment session

substandand
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Giovernment Launches Bharal Taxi — A Driver-
Owned Ride-Hailing Initiative

[he Government of India has launched Bharat Taxi, a

dnver-owned, cooperative-bitsed nde-hailing platform

mmed ol ensurng [wr income, mnsparency, and

wellare of drivers in the gig economy,. The mifiative

provides an ndigenous alternative to pnivate nde-

hailing aggregators by placing ownership and decision-

making power directly m the handds of dnivers.

Institutional & Administrative Aspects

# The itiative 13 supporfed by the Minstiey of
Cooperation,

= It s developed with technical support from the
Mational e-Governance Division {NeGD).

= The cooperative is registered under the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Act.

Cooperative Model

# Drivers are members and owners, nol just service
providers.

# Profits are shared among driver-members, unlike
commission-based models.

# Drivers parucipate  in
OOVErMAnce.

Operational Features

decizion=making  and

» Promotes low or zero commission, mproving
driver carmings.

# Ensures fransparent fares and oummal surge
pricing.

G tej@wizx.org
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= Services nclede cars, suto-rickshaws, and bike
laxis,

Economic & Social Significance

#  Birengihens the pig economy with social security
and dignity of lsbour.

# Encourages cooperative entrepreneurship and self-
reliance.

# Provides a domestic alternative io foreign-owned
nde-hmling platforms.

Parliament Passes Viksit Bharat - G RAM G Hill,

2025

The Parliament of India has passed the Viksit Bharat

Cuarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission | Gramim ):

Viksit Bharat - G RAM G Bill, 2025, with approval

from both Houses. The Rajya Sabha passed the Ball,

following its earlier passage in the Lok Sabha. The

legslation seeks 1o strengthen rural livehhoods in line

with the national vision of Viksit Bharat fa2047.

Key Provisions of the Bill

The Bill provides a statutory guarantee of 125 days of

wage cmployment per financial vear to every rural

houschold whose adult members are willing to

undertake unskilled manual work, This marks an

mncrease in guaranteed employment days from 100 w0

125, aimed at enhancing mcome secunty in rurnl areas.

The fund-shanng patiern between the Centre and States

wiill e

# (040 for general states

#  90:10 for North-Enstern and Himalayan states

# State  Govermments will continue o bear
responsibility for payment of unemployment
allowance and compensation

Ciovernment’s Stand

Umion Minister for Rural Development Shivray Singh

Chouban stated that roral development 15 central o

nafional development, emphasising the government’s

commitment to the “Nation First™ approach and welfare

of deprived sections. The Bill s positioned s o key

step towards inclusive growth and willage-centric

development.

Debate and Oppaosition Yiews

Several opposition members raised concems regarding:

*  Insufficient consultation with States  and
stakeholders

# The financial burden on poorer states due to the
140 sharing formula

¥ Demands to refer the Bill to s Select Computiee for
detailed serutiny

WY, l.|"l.|| X.or ':]
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# Despite objections, supporiers highlhighted that
nearly 70% of India's populaton resides in rural
areas, and the Bill would strengthen livelthood
security and contribute to building a Viksit Bharat,

Additional Kev Facts:

# The Bill bunlds upon the lepacy of MGNREGA
iMahatma Gandhi Mational Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, 2005), which first introduced 2
legal guaranize for wage emplovment i rural
India.

» MGNREGA originally guarantees 100 days of
wage employment; the new Bill expands thas to 115
days,

# Rural employment programmes play a cnitical role

n:

Reducimg mural poverty and distress mugration

Enhameing asset creation and rural infrastructure

Promoting social securnty and inclusive growth

Employment guarantce schemes are purt of

Directive Principles of Statie Policy, especially

Article 41, which urges the Stte w provide the

right to work.

# Specinl fundmg support for North-Eastern and
Himalaynn states ahgns with India’s policy of
n.'giunal equity and balanced development

Y Yy

Lok Sabha Takes Up Sustainable Harnessing amd
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming
India Bill, 2025

The Lok Sabha has tsken up the Sustainable Hamessing

and Advancement of Muclear Energy for Transforming

India Bill, 2025 (SHANTI Bill) for consideration and

passing. The Bill secks to modernise India’s nuclear

entrgy framework, promole clean and sustainable

power generation, and establish a comprehensive

repulatory mechamsm for the safe use of nuclear

encrgy for peaceful purposcs.

key Features of the SHANTI Bill

#  Aims o promote development, regulation and use
of nuclear energy and ionising radiation for
clectricity gencration and non-power applications.

# Provides a single, unified legal framework for
India’s civil nuclear sector by updating existing
lanws,

# Proposes strengthening of nuclear safety and
regulatory oversight through statutory backing.

# Introduces provisions refated o liability and
compensation in case of nuclear incidents.

G tej@wizx.org
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# Enahles
parficipabion m nuclear power generation for the
first time in India.

Dbjectives of the Bill

# To support India's transition towards clean and
low=carbon energy.

# To ensure enérgy secunty through reliable
haseload nuclear power.

# To attract investment, sdvanced technology and
imnovation in the nuclear sector.

» Toimprove safety, transparency and accountability
in nuclear operations

Additional Facts

1. Nuclear Energy in India

India’s nuclear programme began i 1948 with the

establishment of the Atomic Energy Comimussion.

Dr. Homa Jehangir Bhabha = known as the father of

India’s nuclear programmie

L. Regulatory Framework

The Atomic Energy  Repulstory Board [AERR)

oversees nuclear safety m Indi.

The Bill aims to provide stronger statutory authornity to

nuclear regulators.

Y. Nuclear Power Advantages

Low greenhouse gne émissions

High energy densaty

Reliable base-load electricity

4. India’s Nuclear Fucl Strategy

India follows a three-stage nuclear power programme,

focusing on optimal use of wranmum and thorum

[CSETVES.

5. Liahility Framework

Muclear liability laws ensure compensation to victims

in case of accident: while balancing investment

CONCENS,

private sector and joimt  venture

# Secks to amend 4 exasting Acts to update language,
remove ouldated provisions and comect drafling
mistakes.

F Certan colonial-era [aws and sector-specific Agis
that have outlived thew utility are included for
repeal.

#  Amendments also focus on modemising  legal
terminology in line with current governance
practices.

# A drafting error in the Disaster Management Act,
2003 15 proposed to be cormecied.

Dibjectives of the Bill

# To declutter the stanpte book by removing
unnecessary lows,

# To cnhance legal clanty and administrative
eiliciency,

# To mprove ease of doing business and case of
living for ¢itizens,

# Toclminate obsolete, redundant or discriminatory
PIOVISIONS,

Bm:kgrnuml and Governance Context

~ Repealing and Amending Bills are introduced
penodically 10 ensure that the legal famework
remains relevant and upduted.

& winge 2004, the Governmen! hes repealed more
than 1,500 pbsolete laws as part of legal reform
initiatives.

# Removing owldmed |egislation helps  reduce
compliance burden and avoids confusion in
nterpretation of laws,

Rajva Sabha Considers Repealing and Amending
Bill, 2025

The Rajyn Sabha has mken up the Repealing and

Amending Bill, 2025 for consideration during the

ongoing session of Parliament. The Bill aims to repeal

putdated, obsolete and redundant laws and amend

certain existing Acts to remove inconsistencies, update

terminology and correet drafting errors. The legaslation

was earhier passed by the Lok Sabha.

Key Features of the Bill

# Proposes to repeal 71 obsolete Acts that are no
longer relevant in  the present legal and
admimstrabive ramework.

WA W | ZxX.or :;]

Lok Sabha Passes Bill to Raise FIN Limit to 100%
in Insurance Sector

The Lok Sabha has passed the Sabka Bima Sabki

Raksha { Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill, 2025,

which increases the Foreipn Direet Investment (FDI)

[tk 1m the Indian imsurance sector from 74% to | 00%6,

[he reform aims to liberalise the imsurance market,

attract more foreign capital, enhance competiton, and

HTPROVE INSUrance penctration acnoss I,

Background and Evolution of FIM in Insurance

#  2000; Private and foreign investment allowed, FDI
cap at 26%.

# 20014: FDI cap raised to 49%.

# 2021: FDI limit increased to 74%,

F 2025: FDI limit further increased to
enabling fully foreign-owned companies.

Significance for India™s Economy

» Attracts Global Capital: Encourages international
investment and expertise.

| 0,
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# Boosts Competiion: Drives innovation, betier
services, and technology adoplion.

# [mproves Insurance Penetration: India’s insurance
penetration remains below the global averape

» Regulatory Strengthening: Supports IRDAIL
safepuarding policvholders” interests,

# Employment and Market Expansion: Higher
foreign parbicipation stimulastes employment and
financial inclusion,

Additional Uscful Facts

# FDI1 (Forergn Direct Investment): Invesiment by a
foreign entity n 8 domestic company, often
imvolving long-term  inferest and management
control,

» [RDAl: The Insurance Regulatory  and
Development Authority of India rerulates and
supervises the insurance sector,

» Insurance Penctration: Ratio of total insurance
premium to GDP.

#  Insurance Density: Per capiia insurance spending.

#  Libernhsaton alipns with India’s goal of becoming
a global financial hub and improving ease of doing
business,

Viksit Bharat Gramin Emplovment Bill, 20213
Introduced in Lok Sabha

The Viksit Bharat Gramin Employment Bill, 2025 was
introduced i the Lok Sabhe to strengthen rural
employment  gencration and improve  livelihood
securily in rurl areas.  The Bill was tabled amid
opposition profests, highlighting pelitical debate over
rural employment policies.

key Provisions:

* The Bill amms to enhance emplovment opportunities
m rural Indin through structured public works and
development-oriented activities

* [t sceks to align rural emplovment with the broader
vision of Viksit Bharat (Developed India).

* Focus aress include skill-based work, asset creation,
and sustainable rural infrastructure,

« The Bl propeses improved monitonng,
transparency, and outcome-based implementation of
rural employment programmes.

Significance:

*  Addresses  rural  unemployment  and
umderemployment, & key socwo=-economic challenge,

» Strengthens income security for rural houscholds.

* Supports mnclusive growth and balanced regonal
development

WA W | ZxX.or :;]
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+ Reflects the govemment's emphasis on employment-
led development.

Rural Employment in India

¢ Rural employment programmes play a crucial role in
poverty alleviation and social secunty.

« Emplovment schemes help reduce distress migration
from rural (o urban areas.

* Asset-creating works improve long-term  rural
productivity

Legislative Process

« A Bill must be passed by both Lok Sabha and Rajyva
Sabha and receive Presidential assent (o become an
Act,

* Money Balls can only be mtroduced m the Lok Sabha,
while ordinary Bills can be mtroduced in either House,
* Parliamentary profests are part of legislative
functioning but do not halt the formal introduction of 2
Bill.

Emplovment & Development Linkage

+ Emplovment peneration iz closely linked with
mirmstruciure crestion, skl development, and rural
demand,

* Rural employment schemes contnibute 1o GDP growth
through increased consumption.

* Focus on local employment supports sustainable
development goals (SDGs) such as poverty reduction
and decent work.

Nuclear Encrgy Bill Introduced in Lok Sabha

The Government of India has miroduced the Nuclear
Energy Bill in the Lok Sabha to create a modermn and
comprehensive legal framework for the development,
regulation and safe use of nuclear energy in the country,
key Objectives of the Bill:

# To promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy for

power peneration, healthcare, industry and
rescarch.
# To strengthen nuclear safety, secunty  and

regulatory oversight,

# To provide a clear framework for licensing,
supervision and accountability in nuclear activities,

# To cstoblish mechanisms for liability and
compensation in case of nuclear incidents

Institutional Provisions:

# The Bill provides statutory backing to the Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) to enhance is
independence and authorty.

# It proposes the creation of an Atomic Energy
Redressal Advisory Counail for dispute resolution
and grievance redressal,
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Parliamentary Developments:

The introduction of the Ball witnessed opposition from
some Members of Parliwment, indicating concerns
related to safety, federal issues and private
participation.

Muclear Energy in India

Muclear energy is considered a clean and reliable
source of base-load power with low carbon emissions.
Indin follows a three-stage nuclear power programime
based on thonum wtilisation. The Department of
Atomic Energy (DAE) functions directly under the
Prime Minmster's Office. India 15 one of the few
countries with significant thorium reserves.

Policy and Strategic Ilmportance

* Nuclear power supports India’s encrgy sccunty and
reduces dependence on fossil fuels

¢ |t contnbutes to India’s climate commitments and
long-term clean energy transition

* The Bill mims o ptrect mvestment, innovation and
pdvanced technologies such as Small Modular Reactors
(SMRs).

Safety and Regulation

* Nuclear safety in India 15 governed by stnict redsation
protection and emergency preparcdness norms.

* The Bill reinforces the prnciple of rovernment
responsibility in nuclear safety and  lability
management,

Additional Facis:

* The Nuclear Energy Bill was introduced m the Lok
Sabha to modermse India’s nuclear energy framework,
* The Bill aims to strengthen nuclear safety, regulation
and accountability,

* The Atomic Energy Regulstory Board is the key
nuclear safety regulator in India

« Muclear energy provides low-carbon base-load
clectnicity.

* [ndia’s nuclear programme 15 based on a three-stage
development strategy.

* The Depariment of Atomic Energy works under the
Prime Minister's Office.

» Nuclear power contributes 1o encrgy security and
chimate goals.

Nauradehi (Veerangana Durgavati) Tiper Reserve
to Become Third Cheetah Habitat in Madhva
Pradesh

The Madhya Pradesh Govermment has decided to
develop the Veerangana Durgavan Tiger Reserve,
earhier known as Naumdehi Wildlife Sanctuary, as the
third cheetah habitat in the state. This step strengthens
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ongomg cheetah  rentroduction and

CONSEryalion Programme.

Existing Cheetah Habitats in Madhya Pradesh

# kuno Matnomal Park India’s first cheetah
reintroduction sile.

#  Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary - second notified
cheetah habitat.

» Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve
third habitat

About Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve

# Formerly known as Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary.

# It s the larpest wildlife sanctuary n Madhya
Pradesh.

# Spread scross multiple distnicts including Sagar,
Damoh, Narsinghpur, and Raisen

#  Features prasslonds ond dry decidwous forests,
suitable for cheetahs.

# Recently notified as a tiger reserve, strengthening
protection status,

Project Cheetah - Backeround

# Project Cheetnh mims to remntroduce cheetahs into
India after their extinetion in the 1950s,

# Chectahs are beng tmnslocated from  African
countries to establish a vinhle population.

# The project focuses on habital restoration, prey
base management, uhid community involvement.

# India is the only country attcmpting
mterconiinenial mtroducton of cheetahs,

Additional Faets:

# Cheetahs prefer open prasslands and savannah-
Iypc ccosystems,

# They are listed under Schedule | of the Wildhife
{Protection) Act, 1972

# Grasslands are wmong
ceosvetems m Indid.

r Wildlife comdors are cssential for gene flow and
pnimal tovement

India’s

proposed

the most threatened

# India  has  severnl flagship conservation
programmes  such as Project Tiger, Propect
Elephant, and Project Cheetah.

Mandini Krishak Samriddhi Yojana

The Mandini Knshak Samnddhi Yojana is a flagship
duiry development scheme of the Uttar Pradesh
CGovernment, launched under the leadership of Chaef
Minister Yog Adiyanath, The scheme aims (o
mcrease (wrmers” income, promote indigenous cattle
breeds, and strengthen the rural dary economy.

Kev Features of the Scheme
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# The scheme operates under the Nand Baba
Mussion, which focuses on cow conservation,
welfare, and dairy-based livelihoods.

#» Beneficianies are selected through a transparent e-
lottery system,

# The government provides 50% financial assistance
{subsidy) for setting up modern dairy units.

# Financial support covers infrastructure, ecattle
purchase, and related dairy activities,

# The scheme encourages the reanng of indigenous
cow breeds such as Gir, Sahiwal, Tharparkar, and
Gangann.

#  Advanced brecding support such as sex-sorted
semen and artifical insemmation 15 promoted 1w
improve productivity.

Union Cabinet Approves Amendment to Atomic
Energy Law

The Union Cabinet has approved a proposal related to
amendments n the Atomic Energy legal framewark,
ammed at strengthening Incha's nuclear energy sector
and enabling preater etficiency, safety. and mgulnlm}'
clarty. The :appr-::ut'ak reflects the E,m't:mm:nl: g intent
to modernise atomic encrgy governance in fine wath

India's growing clean emergy und epergy secunty

necds. The move 5 expected to facilitate smoother

implementation of auclear projects, promole advanced
nuclear technologies, and enhance India’s ability to
meet its climate commitments by increasing the share

of low-carbon energy,  Alomic energy memains o

strategic sector under povernment control due to its

implications for national secunty and international
obligations,

Atomic Energy in India

# Atomic energy in India s governad by the Atome
Energy Act, 1962,

# The sector is under the Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE), which functions directly under the
Prime Minister's Office.

& Muclear power is a key component of India’s ¢lean
enery transiton,

Why Atomic Energy is Important

#  Nuoclear power provides baseload electricity with
very low carbon emissions.

= Helps reduce dependence on fossil fucls.

# Supports India’s commitments under the Pans
Agrecmicnt,

MNuclear Power in India
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# India operatcs multiple nuclear power plants,
mamnly through the Nuclear Power Corporation of
Incha Limted (MPCEL).

# India follows a  three-stape nuclear
programme based on thonum utilisation.

# India has one of the largest thorium reserves i the
world.

POWET

Government Approves “Coalsetu’ Policy for Coal
Linkage Auctions

The Government of India has approved the Coalsetu
Policy., a new framework ammed at improving the
allocation and  (ransportition of coal through a
transparent coal lnkage auction mechanism.  The
paliey secks to ensure efficient, reliable, and affordable
coal supply to vanous sectors, especially power, steel,
and other core industries. Under Coalsetu. coal linkage
auctions will be ahigned with logisncs optimisation,
enabling consumers to source coal from mines that are
geogruphically closer, therchy reducing transportation
codts, congestion, and carbon emissions.  The policy
inteprates codl supply with railway infrastructure
planning, promoting smoother movement of coal from
mines o ¢nd users,

The mitiatve supports Indin's objective of enhancing

energy secunty, improving coal utilisation efliciency,

and strengthening domestic coal supply chins while
reducing dependency on imports,

What is Coal Linkage?

# Coal hinkage refers 1o the allocaton of coal from
mines to consumers such as power plants and
indusires.

7 It ensurcs assured fucl supply for continuous
mdustnal and electnaty production.

Significance of Coalsetn Policy

#  Prometes market-baged allocation of coal through
suctions.

# Encourages logistics efficiency by linking coal
sourcing with transportation roules.

# Reduees cost of power generation and industrial
production.

» Bupports environmental sustainability by lowenng
emissions from long-distance coal transpon

Cuoal Sector in India

# India 13 among the largest coal producers and
consumers globally,

# Coal remains a critical component of India’s
energy mix, especially for thermal power.

» Coal mining and distnbution are overseen by the

Mingstry of Coal

G tej@wizx.or a
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Helated Government Initiatives

Commercial coal mimmg to boost poivate parbicipation.
Mational Coal Index (NCI) for tmnsparent coal pricing.
Coal gasification mission to promole cleaner coal
usage.

Health Security & National Security Cess Bill, 2025

The Parliament has passed the Health Security and

Mational Security Cess Bill, 2025, The Rajya Sabha

approved the Bill and retumed it to the Lok Sabha after

discussion,

Key Provisions of the Bill

1. Purpose of the Cess

A cess will be levied on:

» Pan masala

#  Other dement goods (to be notified by the Central
Giovernment)

Revenue generated will fund:

# Public health expenditure

# National secunity and defence preparedness

2. Mature of Taxation

¥ Cess will not be levied on essential iems.

# [t targets sin goods that have public health impact.

3, Defence Focus

FM Nirmala Sitheraman highlighted

# Modemm defence requires  precision  weapons,
AUTORDMDUES SYSIEMS, Spoce dssels,

# These demand capital-intensive and continuous
funding.

4. Healih Focus

High incidence of disease due to tobaceo:

# 13. 3 lakh deaths every vear {tobacco-related
discases + cancer)

Cess will help:

» Fund preventive healthcare

#  Reduce consumption of harmful ftems

5. Federal Aspect

# Health is a State subject, therefore:

F o Slates will receive a share of the cess revenue.

GST-Related Facts (Very Important for Economy

Section)

Under earlier GST regime:

Dement goods attracted GST + Compensation Cess

Tatal tax meidence sometimes reached 38%, always

above 0%

Under Next-Generation GST:

# Compensation Cess phased out

#  GET alone now has a cap of 40%%

About “Cess”

# A cess s a fax mposed for a specific purpose.

# Proceeds do NOT go to the Consohdated Fund
freely; they must be spent on the intended purpose.

# Popular examples: Health cess, Swachh Bharat
cess, Infrastructure cess.

Constitufional Provisions

#  Cesses are allowed under Article 270 (taxes levied
and distnibuted) and Article 271 (cess [or Union

purposes .
# Health iz a State list subject — List 1 of the Tth
Schedule.

# Public Health Burden of Tobaceo in Indsa (Static
Drataj

# India is the
globally

F  Fconomic burden from tobacco-related discases is
~1. 8% of India’s GDP (as per health ministry).

# WHO estimates tohacco kills 8 million people
annually worldwide

Defence Expenditure:

India’s defence budget FY 2024-25: 26. 2 lakh crore

Approx.

India is among the top 3 defence spenders globally

(afier 1S & China).

Muodernisation funds focus on:

#  Dirones

# Al-enabled systems

» Space surveillance

#  Cyber-defence

Ind largest consumer of tobacco
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LS passes Excise Bill 2025 to raise excise duties and
cess on tobacco prodocts

The Lok Sabha passed the Central Excise
{Amendment) Bill, 2025 to revise excise dutics on
tobaces products.

The smendment aligns the Central Excise Act., 1944
with post-cess requiremnents, giving the Centre fiscal
space to mise dutics once the GST compensation cess
ends

key Provisions

Excizse duties increased on cigarettes, cigars, hookah
tobaceo, zarda, chewing tobacco, scented tobaceo and
substitutes,

Existimg duty on cigarcties (£200-2735 per 1,000
sticks) will rise significantly to 32,700-3 11,000 per
| 000 sticks.

Dty ineresses on mapor products:

# Chewing tobacco: 25% — 100%

#  Hookah tobaceo: 23% — 4%

» Smoking mixtures: 60% — 325%

Crovernment's Explanation

G tej@wizx.org
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Finance Minister Mirmala Sitharaman clan fied:

F o This 15 not a new tax and not & cess; excise duty
existed even belore GST.

»  Compensation cess rates remainad unchanged firom
2007 o 2024,

# Tobacco duties were increased annually before
GST for health reasons.

# Total tax icidence on cigareties is 53% of retail
price.

F  Post-coss, revenue will flow to the Centre and then
be devolved tw States (41% share).

Health Rationale

= Higher taxes aim to reduce tobacco consumption
and prevent new users,

» Health expenditure rose from 1. 13% to 1. 84% of
GDP (2014=15 w 2021 -22)

# Under Avushman Bharat, 55 crore benelictanes
recerve financial prodection.

# Over % crore hospital admissions worth 21, 3 lakh
crore recorded

o Mission Indradhanush vaecinated 5.0 46
children and 1. 32 crore pregnant women.

» Maternal Mortality Ratio declined from 130 o R0
(20842020,

[mpm:t on Farmers

# Efforts  underway o0
cultivation

# Under Rashinya Knshi Vikas Yojana, 1. 12 lakh
acres shifted away from tobacco (2018-2021-22).

» Crop diversification promoted in 10 major tobaceo-
ErOWIng states.

Uhjective

The amendment seeks to reduce tobaceo consumplion,

safeguard public health, mantan price stability, and

ensure States do not lose revenue after the cessation of

COMPERsEion Coss,

LTLNE

discourage Iobacco

.ok Sabha passes Manipur GST Bill 2025

Purpose of the Bill

[he Manipur Goods and Services Tax (Second
Amendrvent) Ball, 2025 was passed to align Manpur's
GST rates with the Centre's revised GST slabs.
Introduced by Union  Finance  Minister  Nirmala
Sitharaman, the Bill also seeks o replace o previous
ordinance promulgated in October 2025,

Kev Provisions

Implements  decisions of the 56th GST Council,
mncluding rationalismg GST rates on around 373 ilems,
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Consolidates existing GST slabs into two main rates:
50 and 18%, replacing the earlver 3%, 12%, 18%, and
28% slubs.

Background

Earlier m August 2025, the Lok Sabha passed the
Mampur GST (Amendment) Ball, 2025 to replace a
prior ordinance. The amendments are part of a
nationwide effort to simplify and ranonalise GST
across states,

Manipur

# Capiual: Imphal (Executive Branch)

F Admission o uncon: 15 October 1949

# MAsstate: 21 January 1972

o Ay unden temitory: | Movember 1956

Districts: 16

Governor: Ajay Komar Bhalla

Chief Minister: President's rule

Yoy

Assam Assembly passes six education bills amid
opposition walkout

Bills Cleared Despite Walkout

Ine Assam Assembly passed six major education.
refated bills — four amendment bills snd two
aniversaty-related balls. Amendment bills focused on
regulatng private school [ecs, provinciahsation of
leachers and non-teaching stalf, and reorganisation of
educational institutions. The two university bills
included the establishment of new universitics and
expansion of mgher-education infrastructure in the
slle.

Dipposition W alkouwi

U'ppl.'m'liﬂh parties walked out after allegmg thar their
proposed  amendments  were  ignored.  Proposed
amendments included relaxing cut-off  vears for
mstiubional  provincialisation, reducing  minimum
enroliment criteria, and including madrassas under
refevant acts, The government rejected the amendments
citing potential begal issues.

Ciovernment's Rationale

The bills aim to streamling teacher and staff
manggement, improve service condifions, and regulate
prvate-school fees. The new umiversity hills are
intended to enhance higher-education  infrastructure
and offerings neross Assam.

Assam

#  Capital: Dispur

# Bifurcation: 21 January 1972

#  Formaton: 26 January 1950

»  Govemor: Lakshman Acharya

# Chicf Minister: Himanta Biswa Sarma (BIP)
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Tex-RAMPS Scheme approved by Govt

The Government of India has approved the Textiles-

Focused Research, Assessment, Monitoring, Planning

and Starl-up Scheme (Tex-RAMPS) to strengthen

India’s textile innovation ecosystem,

#  Announced by Umion Textiles Mimister: Giriray
Singh

#  Type of Scheme: Central Sector Scheme

# Total Outlay: TI05 crore

#  Duration: FY 202326 to 2030-31 (ahgned with the
wpeoming Finance Commission cyvele)

"ih-uur India’s Textile Sector

*  Contnbutes 2. 1% to India’s GDP.

# Provides over 45 million direct jobs (second-
larpest employer afier agnculture),

# India is the 2nd largest textile and clothing exponier
globally,

# Major textile hubs: Surat, Twuppur, Luodhiana,
Panipat, Varanasi, Bhilwara,

Related Government Schemes

# PM MITRA Porks Scheme — 7 integrated mega
textile parks.

# PLI Scheme for Textiles — Focus on MMF Appare|
& Techmcal Textiles,

# Mational Technical Textiles Missmon (NTTM) -
Promotes innevation in technical textiles.

# SAMARTH Scheme — Skill development in the
fextile sector.

Finance Commission Cyele Importance

Tex-RAMPS aligned with FC eycle w ensure long-

term. stable funding.

Rare Earth Magnet Manufacturing Scheme and
Key Infrastructure Approval

1. Cabinet Approves Scheme for Sintered Hare
Earth Fermanent Magnet Manufacturing

The Union Cabinet has approved a 37,280 crore
scheme 1o promede the munufncturing of Sintered Rare
Earth Permanent Magnets (REPM) in Incia.  This is
India’s first-ever integrated REPM maonufacturing
imitiative, mimed at reducing import dependence and
strengthening stralegic seciors.

Kev Features of the Scheme

Target Capacity: 6,000 metric fonnes per annum.
Progect Duraton: 7 vears

2-year gestation period for setting up facilities.
Beneficianes: 5 companies selected through plobal
competibve badding.

Process Covered:

L

v WY
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Rare earth oxides — metals

Metals — alloys

Alloys —» finished magnets

Importance of Rare Earth Permanent Magnets

Among the strongest permanent magnets.

Key sectors:

#  Elecine vehicles (EVs)

# Renewable energy (wind turbines)

F  Aerospace and defence

F  Consumer clectronics

India’s REPM consumption is expected to double by

2k,

Currently, India is beavily import-dependent, primanly

on Chino,

Expected Outcomes

#  Boost to Atmanirbhar Bharat in critical materials,

#  Support India’s Net Lero 2070 commitments.

# Major emplovment peneration in  advanced
manufactunng.

# Smenpthen India’s global position in critical
minerals and preen trunsition technologies.

2. Cabinct Approves Pune Metro Rail Project

Phase-2

The government has cleared Line 4 (Kharadi-

Hadapsar--Swargaie-Khadakwasla) and Line 4A (Nal

Stop-Wane -Manik Baug) under Pune Metro Phase-2.

Project Highlizghts

#  Cost: 39857 crone

# Completion Timeline: § years

# Expansion will take Pune Metro's network bevomnd
100 km, boosting sustainable urban mobility.

Benefits

# Reduced traffic congestion

# Enhanced lnst-mile connectivity.

»  Boost to economic activity and mira-city travel.

Y. CCEA Approves Two Key Railway Projects

Waorth 22,781 Crore

The Cabinet Commuiitee on Economic AfTairs (CCEA)

approved two major railway projects:

(A} Devbhumi Dwarka (Okha) — Kanalus Rail Line

Cost: T1,457 crore

Will mmprove connectivity o Dwarkadhish Temple,

boostmg religious tourism and regonal development in

Saurashtra,

{(B) Badlapur - Kagat rd & 4th Lme Propect

{ Maharashira)

Cost: 1,324 crore

Part of Mumbai Suburban Corndor; will ease

congestion and improve connectivaty 1o Southern Indua.

Common Outcomes

b O R T
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# Total network addition: 224 km across Gujarat &
Maharashira,

# |mproved passenger
efficiency

About Rare Earth Elements (REEs)

# India has an estimated 6% of the world's rare earth
reserves, mainly o Andhra Pradesh, Odisha,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,

= MO (Indipnn Rare Barths Ltd, ) and KMML are
major Indian players in rare earth processing.

# China controls -B3-90F% of global REPM
production.

Importance for EV Mission

movement &  freight

IMPORTANCE
-' pan World
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# REPMs {especially NdFeB magnets) are used in
EV moors; crocial for India’s FAME-II and
EVI0 30 goals.

# Metro Projects in India

# |ndia now has over 2} operational metro systems.

o Pane Metre s omplemented by MahaMetro
(MAHA-METRO), a joint venture of Gol & Gaobd.

Railway Expansion

# India aims for 100% electrification, with ~ 70,0+
route km already electnfied.

#  Mumbai suburban network 15 one of the world's
husiest commuter networks (~7 milhon dasly
riders)
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Bangladesh High Commission in New  Delhi

Suspends All Consular Services

The Bangladesh High Comrmssion in New Deliu has

temporarily suspended all consular services, affecting

services such @5 visa  ESSUAmce, passport renewil,
attestation and immgration clearances. The suspension

15 due 10 specific administrative or operational reasons

and has implicanons for travellers, students. workers

and expatriates visiting or residing in India.

About Consular Services

Consular services are official functions performed by a

country’s. diplomatic mission abroad o @EssiEE s

citizens and facilitate travel, legal processes and

documentation. Key consular services melude:;

¥ Wisa ssuance and renewal

# Passport issuance and renewal

#  Anestation and  authentication of el
educational documents

# Consular assistance in cmergencics

#  Motarnsatron of agreements and aflidavats
Assistance to citizens in distress

Elckgnmnd India-Bangladesh Relations

# India and Bangladesh share close histoncal,
cultural, economic and geopolitical Bes:

# Indin was one of the first countries o recognise
Bangladesh m 1971 after its independence.

# The India-Bangladesh Friendship Treaty (1972)
laid the foundation for bilateral cooperation.

# The two counines share a 4,(06-kilometns border.
including the India-Bangladesh border fences and
fenced enclaves resolved in recent decades.

# Cooperation cxtends to trade, water shanng,
connectivity, security, culture and people-to-

_ people relations.

and

Australinn Government Announces National Gun
Buyback Scheme After Bondi Beach Attack

The Austrahan government, led by Prime Mimister
Anthony Albanese, has announced a national pun
buyback scheme following the Boadi Beach mass
shooting in Svdney, which killed at least 15 people and
injured several others during a Hanukkah celebration
The scheme mims to purchase and destroy surplus,
newly banned, and illegal firearms to enhance publc
safety and prevent future gun violence. The programime
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1= considered the largest gun buyback effort in Australia
simee the 199 Pord Arthur massacre reforms and wall
be coordinated between the federal and state'termtory
governments. 1t forms part of broader etforts to ughten
firearm laws, improve licensing, and strengthen
niational firearms regulation,

1. Background of the Bondi Beach Attack

The attack occurred during a Hanukkah festival,
resilting m muluple fatalines and  mjures. I
haghlighted loopholes m existing gun laws, as one
shooter legully possessed multiple fircarms.

1. Gun Buyback Scheme

A pun buyhack scheme 8 a policy where the
govemnment offers compensation for  voluntanly
surrendered firearms. It aims to reduce the number of
guns m civilion hands and remove illegal or banned
WERPONS.

3. Port Arthur Massacre and Reforms [ 19%6)

The 1996 Port Arthur massacre led to nationwide gun
control reforms in Australia. Reforms included a
national [irearms  agreement, stricler  licensing, @
registry, #nd a major buyback of semi-nutomanc and
nutomatic weapons.

4. Awstralian Gun Laws

Australia olready had strict  [irearm  regulations,
ncluding hackground checks, safe storage, and limits
on certain weapons. Loopholes and vanations between
states allowed some individuals to accumulate multiple
firearms

5. National Firearms Register & Licensing

The govemment plans to establish 8 National Firearms
Register to track all legally owned guns. Proposed
reforms include lmiting fircarms per person, stncter
licensing, and possthly requinng citizenship for gun
ownership

. Public Safety & Hate Crime

The povernment i5 also focusing on hate cnme laws
and anti-hate task forces in response o the attack. A
natwonal day of reflection has been declured 1o hotour
the vichims,

7. Public Debate

Supporters view buybacks a5 a means to reduce
vidence, while eritics debate effectiveness and the
need to address rood couses such as extremism and
mental health,
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IMF Approves Emergency Aid for Sri Lanka After
Cyeclone Ditwah

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has approved
USD 206 million in emergency financial assistance to
Sri Lanka following the severe impact of Cyclone
Ditwah. The support is provided under the Rapid
Financing Instrament (RF1) to help the country meet
urgent  balance-of-payments  needs,  humanitarian
assistance, and reconstruction requirements caused by
the naural disaster. The cyclone caused widespread
Nooding, landslhides, nfrastructure  damage,
agricultural  losses, and  displacement, putting
addiional pressure on Sn Lanka's already frogile
L'FEHI'II.TI'I'I}'-

About IMF Emergency Instruments

Rapid Financing Instrument (RFI) provides quick
financial support to IMF member countries facing
urgent balance-of-payments needs due to shocks such
as mixtural disasters

RF1 mvolves himited condinonality and focuses on
immeediate relief rather than long-term reforms.
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) Context

Sri Lanka 15 under an IMF Extended Fund Facility
[EFF) programme aimed ot fiscal consolidation, dabt
sustmnabihity, and structural reforms. IMF disaster
assistance does not replace reform commitments under
EFF bul complements recovery efforts.

seeunty and technology alliances i global power

politics.

Additional Useful Kev Facts

# Cribical minerals are essenhial for clean energy,
defence, electronics, semiconductors. EVs and Al
technologies

# China dominates global processing of rare earth
elements and several critical minerals, prompting
alternative alliances

# The US and allics are creating “trusted supply
chain blocs™ o ensure fechnology and economic
security.

» Indis has launched the National Critical Mineral
Mission 1o boost exploration, processing and
global parinerships.

# India is part of the Minerals Security Partnership
(MSP) but remains  outside  some  newer
technology-centric blocs,

# Strengthening mincral refining and semiconductor
fabrication & crucial for India’s  strategic
BLIBROTY.

# The issue is relevant to GS-11 (Interational
Relatwons) and GS-III (Economy, Science &
Technologv),

India Excluded from US-Led *Pax Silica® Critical
Minerals and Technology Initiative

India has been excluded from the newly launched US-
led ‘Pax Silica’ iitiative, a strategic grouping aimed at
securing global supply chauns for cntical minerls,
sihicon,  semiconductors,  artificial — imeelligence
infrastructure  and  advanced manufacturng. The
imitiative brings together sclect countrnies wath strong
capabilitics in high-technology production and mineral
processing  to reduce  simiegic  dependence  on
concentrated supply sources, particularly  China.
Despite  ongoing India-US trade and technology
cooperation, India was not among the  initial
participants, Experts believe India’s relatively limited
critical mineral processing capacity and advanced
semiconducior manufaciuring ecosystem may  have
contnbuted o ms exclusion, However, India could
potentially be included ot a later stage as it scales up
domestic capabilities. The development highlights the
growing mmportance of geoeconomics, supply-chun

3169602908

US Approves 5686 Million F-16 Upgrade and
Support Package for Pakistan

The United States has approved a 5686 million defence
sile and uperade package for Pakistan’s F-16 fighter jet
flect. The US Defence Secunity Cooperation Agency
(DSCA) notified the U'S Congress, initiating a 30-day
review pernod before finol approval. The packagpe
includes advanced avionics, Link-16 tactical data links,
secure communicaion devices, navigalion systems,
mussion-planning software vpgrades, trainimg, spare
parts, and long-term technical support. These upgrades
are expected to extend the operational life of Pakistan's
Block-52 and Mid-Life Upgrade F-16 jets up 1o 2040
aned imiprove interoperability with US and allied forces.

WA OWIZX.OF :;]

Indin Sends 70 Tonnes of Relief to Sei Lanka under
Operation Sagar Bandhn

India has dispaiched 700 tonnes of humanitarian relief
material to 5n Lanka as pan of Operation Sagar
Bandbu, launched to support the country after Cyvelone
Ditwah  ¢aused severe flooding. landshdes, and
infrastrecture destruction. With thiz shipment, India’s
totul assistance to Sn Lanka under the operation has
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reached over 1,000 tonnes. The reliefl consignment
mcludes food supples, tents, tarpaulins, medicines,
hygiene kils, water-purification equipment, and other
essenfizl matenals. India has also deploved NDRF
teams, medical teams, engineening support units, and
rescue  personnel,  aleng  with  Bailley  bndge
components, o0 help resiore connecuvity in disaster-
affected districts. The assistance is pari of India’s
commitment to act as a First Responder in the Indian

Oicean Region and reflects its Meighbourhood First

palicy.

About Operation Sagar Bandhu

# Launched by India in November 2025 to assist Sri
Lanka after Cyclone Ditwah.

# The operation includes relief, rescue, medical aid,
evacuation, and infrastruciune restoration.

# Conducted through coordinated cfforts of the
Indian Navy, Indian Air Force, NDRF, medical
teams, and engincering umits,

Ahout Cyclone Ditwah

A severe tropical cyelone that caused:

= Widespread ”ulh‘!-\.

¥ Londslides

#  Destruction of roads and bridges

#  [Displacement of thousands

= Major aflected press melude castern und southem
districts of Sn Lanka,

Why This Operation Is Important

" ‘11r|:ng1hr:11.'a Indin—Sri Lanka bilateral relationship.

» Enhances India’s role as a regional humanitarian
leader.

» Demonstrates India’s  ability  to
multidimensional disaster response.

# Supporis regional stability and cooperation in the
[ndian Ocean Region (IOR).

Relevant Government Schemes & Policies
#  Newhbourhood First Policy: India’s
assistance to neighbouning countries.
= HADR (Humanitanan Assistance and Dhsaster
Relief): Imdia’s doctnine to respond to regional

disasters

#  SAGAR Vision (Secunty and Growth for All in the

RCEiCIl‘I:I: Indiu’s maritime coeperation framework.

deliver

Py

IMF Approves USD 1. 1 Billion for Pakistan as
Economic Stabilisation Progresses

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has approved
g USDY 1. 2 billiwn disbursement fo Pakisian, Ths
includes USD 1. 0 billson under the Extended Fund
Facility (EFF) and USD 0. 2 billion under the

Resthence and Sustamability Facility (RSF). With this
tranche, Pakistan's total IMF disbursement under the
current programme nses i USD 3. 3 billion, IMF noted
that Pakistan has shown “strong programme
implementation”, helping stabihse its economy amid
mflatien, external financing paps and flood-related
economic damage.

Reforms supported by the IMF focus on:

rebuilding foreign exchange reserves

# ncreasing tax revenue {(broadening tax base)

# reformung State-Owned Enterprises (S0Es)
-
=

. |

improving energy-sector [inancial viability
I-‘r'lh-'llfﬁ-'iﬂ'g COfmphIlIveness

# ensunng climate-nsk disclosure and adoptation
measures {under RSF})

Why This Funding Marters

# Pakistan has faced severe macrocconomic siTess
due to high external debt. currency depreciation,
energy price shocks and climate-related disasters.

# IMF funds will support economic stabilisation,
flood recovery, and structural reforms,

#  Pakistan achieved a primary fiscal surplus of 1. 3%
of GDP n FY25, mecting [IMF expectations.

Foreign exchange reserves reponedly improved to

LIS 14, 5 billion, compared to USD 9_ 4 billion a vear

carlber.

IMF Conditions / Expectations

# Contmued tDght monetry  policy
inflation,

# Fiscal consolidation 1o redace deficats.

# Exchange mtc fleability and better foreign-
exchange market development,

#  Stronger financial-sector oversight.

Deep reforms in:

#  Energy disirtbution and pricing

r Loss-making SOEs

#  Bosiness climiple and investment environment

#  Chmate-resilient infrastrecture planning

About the IMF Programme

~ Pakistan 15 under a 37-month EFF programme
supporting long-term structural reforms.

# RSF focuses on climate adaptation, preen policies,
and dsaster resilience,

# Pakistan has historically relied heavily on IMF
packages due to persistent halance-of-payments
crises, mikig this assistance parl of a recurmng
pattern.

i contrl
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Indin-Nepal Cultural Festival Beging in Lumbini
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The 3rd India-Nepal Cultural Festival began in

Lumbani, Mepal, jountly organised by;

#  Embassy of India (Kathmandu)

¥ Indian Council for Cultural Relations (1CCR)

»  Lumbini Buddhist University

The festival highlights the shared Buddlust heritape

between India and Nepal, reinforcing people-1o-people

connect and cultural diplomacy.  Lumbini—the
birthplace of Gautama Buddha—is a key symbaol of the
civilisational bond between both nabions.

1. Cultwral Festival Significance

# This 15 the 3rd edinon of the Indin-Nepal Culiurnl

Festival.

Venue: Lumbimi, a UNESCO World Hentage Site.

Purpose: Promode  shared Buddhist hentage,

acadermic exchange, and colmeral fies,

1. Key Organisers

= Embassy of India in Kathmandu

F  [CCR ({Indian Council for Cultural Relatrons) -
under the Ministry of External Affairs

#  Lumbin Buddhst University, Nepal

Y. Symposium Highlights

A speoial symposium [ocuses on:

#» Buddhist values: Metta (loving-kindness), Shanti
(peace], Karuna  [(compassion),  Dhaema
{righteousness)

#  Academic and cultural exchange

# Strengthenmg  Indin-Nepal  fnendship  through
Buddhist diplomacy

4. Broader Cultural Context

#  India’s Buddhist circunt includes:

» Bodh Gaya (Enlightenment

i

=

L

X

¥

Samath (First Sermon)
kaushinagar {Mahaparnirvana
Lumbini (Mepal) complements this as  the
birthplace of Buddha, remforcing - cross-border
Budidhist tourism.

Major Buddhist sites outside India:

=  Lumbini {Nepal)

»  Anuradhapura (Sn Lanka)

F Bamiyan {Afghanistan)

ICCR - Statie Facts

~ Established: 1950

#  Headquarsers: New Dellu

»  Works under: Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)

#  Purpose: Cultural diplomacy, scholarships, cultural
exchanges, festivals abroad.

# Lumbini Buddhist University
F Established: 2004
# Focus: Buddhist studies, monastic  education,

henmtage reseanch.

Tromp slaps Mexico with 5 percent tariff over
violations of waber treaty

The US wall impose a 3% tarit on Mexican goods after
acousing Mexico of violating the long-standing 1944
United States-Mexico Water Treaty, which governs
shared water resources from the Rio Grande, Colorado
and Tijuana rivers. Trump claims Mexico owes over
RO, 000 pere-feet of water to the US for failing to meet
its obligations over the past five years. He has
demanded that Mexico immediatelv release at least
200,000 mere-feet by December 31, warning that tanfTs
will begin without delay if the demand is not met.
key Details & Significance

lssue | Details
Treaty  inl 34 Water Treaty regulating US.
E&h?rm‘l Mexco water sharmg through the Rioj

Grande, Colorado, and Tijuana rivers
failed to deliver]

Mexico  peportedly

Alleged  [required water over the last five years;
whortfall  JUS claims a deficit of about 800,00
I acre-feet
us Immedmte delivery of 200,000 were-Teet]
i by December 31, with the remaining
demand '
waler expected soon afler
raritr %0 tanfT imposed on Mexican imports,
;Tm feffective immediately unless water is
delivered
Impact

Water shortape hos seriously !Liu'm;'ﬂ
ited by Texas crops and livestock, according t

LS. {Domald Trump

Why It Matters

¥ The move nsks escalation of a hilateral waler-
sharmg conflict mto a wade dispute, affecting
Mexwo's exports (o the LS.

# It ndds pressure on Mexico to meet s treaty
obligations despite drought and water scarvity
concerns, Teising lensions over climate-driven
resource shortages.

# The action sets a precedent of using trade tools to
force compliance on environmental and resource-
sharing agreements, with implications for other
transhoundary disputes.

3169602908

WA OWIZX.OF :;]

IS drops South Africa from 2026 G20, invites
Poland to join

The United States, which assumed the G20 presidency
on December 1. has announced that South Afnca wiall
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not e mvited to the 2026 G20 Leaders” Summul i

Miami. Washington accused the ANC-led government

of sabotage, hostility toward the US, and promoting

agendsas that undermine the forum’s economic focus.

U'S Priorities for the 2026 Presidency

Secretary of State Marco Rubto outlined Washingion's

vision for the 2026 cyvele, emphasizing a rétum o core

ECONOMIC themes:

#  Economic growth as the central focus

# |nnovation, entreprencurship, perseverance

*  Removing regulatory barriers

# Securing affordable and resilient energy supply

chains

Advancimg new technologies

These themes align with America’s  25(kh

anniversary year, which the US plans 1o highlyzht

during its G20 leadership.

Schedule of G20 Events

# First Sherpa ond Finance  Tmck  Meetings:
December 1516, 2026, in Washington

# Legders” Summit: December 2026 i Maam

Poland to Be Invited

Rubio said the US will mvate “friends, nesghbors, and

partners,” specifically naming Poland, now considered

among the world's 20 largest economies, He praised

Poland’s economie reforms and future-onented growth

trajectory.

Washington™s Critique of South Africa

Rubio 1ssued a defailed enticism of South Africa’s

ANC-led povernment, accusing it of;

- ﬂu.handnmng reconciliation post-Mandela

»  Adopting redistributionist policies  discouraging
imvestment

# Promoting racial quotas that hinder private sector
perlormance

»  Allowing corruption to weaken the state

# Losing ns position among major industrnlped
CCONaImIes

# He alleged targeting of munorities and the US,
tolerance for violence aganst Afrikaners, and
alignment with adversanal nations such as Iran and
groups like Hamas.

Accusations Regarding South Africa’s 2023 G0

Presidency

Rubio claimed South Afinca:

# Damaged the G20%s reputation

# Pnontized “radical agendas™ on chmate, diversity,
and aid

F lpnored objections from the US and other countries

Blocked Washington®s mjpast

“Doxed™ US officials engaged m negotiations

oy

¥

¥
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= Axga result, he sad the US il not extend an
mvitation to the South Afncan povernment,”
though it supports the people of South Afmca.

Historical and Institutional Contexi

#  The G, created i 1999 and elevated to leaders’
level m 2008, combmines advanced and major
emerging economies that shape global growth.

# The US last hosted the G20 m 2009 in Peisburgh
during the financial cnsis response

What is G207

G20 (Group of Twentyv) 15 an intermanonal forum of

muajor advanced and emerging economies that together

FeprCsent:

#  Around B5% of global GDP

# WNearly 75% of global trade

#  ihout two-thirds of the world s population

Canada concludes negotiations to  jein EUs
Security Action for Europe

Agreement & Announcement

Canadian Prime Mimster Mark Camey announced the

successful conclusion of nepotiations for Canada’s

participation in the ELs Secunty Action for Europe

{SAFE). Canada and the Evropean Union plan to

swiltly mtify the bilateral ogreement, aming to

officinlly launch Canada’s participation.

Significance for Canada

= Canada will be the only non-Evropean country with
preferential access 1o the SAFE framework,

# Pamicipation  provides the Canadian  defense
industry with expanded access to the European
market.

»  Attracts relisble supplicrs for the Canadian Armed
Foroes amd encourages privale mvestment in
Canada.

About SAFE

Approved by the EL! Council in May, SAFE provides

€130 billion in financial support for member states,

The fund allows procurement of secunty and defence

equipment through long-term loans with preferential

interest  rates, strengthening  Europe’s  defense
capabilities.

Canada

#  Capital: Ottawa

»  Monarch: Charles 111

# Currency: Canadian dollar (8) (CAD)

#  Govemnor General: Mary Simon

#  Prime Minister: Mark Carney
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India invited for first time to chair International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance

Historic Invitation for Indis

India has been imwited for the first tme to chor the
International Institate for Democracy amd Electoral
Assistance (Intemational IDEA ).

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar
will assume the Chairship in Stockholm, Sweden,
Significance for India

CEC Gvanesh Kumar stated that India's track record of

conducting free, far and transparent elections 1s

internationally recoanised.

He termed the Chuirship a moment of pnde for aitizens

and election officimls,

Abhout International [VEA

F  Established: 1995

=  Type: Inter-governmental organisation

# Membership: 37 countries

#  Observers: United States and Japan

# UN Stams: Observer al UN General Assembly
simoe M003

India*s Role in IDNEA

# Indin s 2 founding member.

# Actively confribules 10 pOVEMANCE PROCESSEs,
electoral rescarch, capacity building and training
imitiatives

India Re-elected to [CAD Council with Strong
Mandate

India has been re-clected to the International Civil

Aviation Organization (1CAO) Council for the 2025-

2028 term with one of the highest mandates, reflecting

strony international support and confidence m Inda’s

role in global civil aviation governance, The élection
took place during the 42nd ICAO Azsembly Sesgion in

Montreal, Capada, and Indin secured more votes

compared to the previous election, underlining its

growing influence in civil aviation matters.

What is HCAO and lis Council?

# [ntermational Civil Aviation Orgamization (1CAD)
15 @ specialized UN agency, established in 1944
under the Chicago Convention to promote safe,
seeure, and sustainsble intemational civil aviation.

# [CAD develops Standards and Recommended
Practices (SARPs) to enhance aviatton safety,
secunty, and environmental protection.

# The ICAO Council 15 the permanent executive
body responsible for adopting SARPs, formulating

VWA WA J|'|-E xX.0Or :; ]

mternational aviation policies, and guiding ghobal
crvil v ilion couperalion.

#  The Council consists of 36 member sttes elected
by the ICAD Assembly for a three-vear term.

Indin's Re-clection Details

F India was re-elected under Part 11 of the ICAD
Council, which mcludes states making the largest
contnibution to international civil air navigation

# The election was held i September 2025 dunng
the ICAD Assembly in Maontreal.

# India secured more votes than in the 2022 election,
showing stronger global confidence i 112 avintion
leadership.

# |ndia has been a founding member of 1CAO since
| 944 and has maintained an uninterrupted presence
o the Couneil.

Chicago Convention

# Formally known as the Convention on
Intermational Civil Aviation, signed in 1944 by 52
countries to promote safe and orderly international
arr frnsporl.

= Established ICAC and set the framework for global
civil avietion agreements.

Role of ICAD Stundards

P ICALYs SARPs harmomize  aviaion - safery,
seounty. ond environmental protocols across
member states,

# SARPs cover mreas hike wrworthiness, flight
operations, air traffic services, aerodromes, and
environmental profection,

India's Civil Aviation Context

# India 15 one of the largest and fastest-growing
domestic aviation markets globally.

%

Ciovernment mutiatives like UDAN [Hemonal
Connectivaty Scheme) enhance connectivity 1o
smaller citics and boost economic growth,

# Inchia 1% promoting green aviation practices in line

with 1CAD fromeworks.

"Don't let yesterday take up too
much of tod ay."

tej@wizx.org
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RBI imposes ¥61. 95 lakh penalty on Kotak  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted one-vear

o +91 B16960290

Mahindra Bank for regulatory non-compliance

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI} has imposed a

monctary penalty of $61. 95 lakh on Kotak Mahindra

Bank for failing to comply with cerain regulatory rules

and RBI directions on banking services, busmess

correspondent  activities and  credit  information
reparting.

Why it matters:

The penalty hghlights the RBI's continued focus on

ensunng stnict regulatory complance in the banking

sector and reinforces standards for cusiomer account
practices, the mole of business correspondents and
pocurate credit data reporting

key details:

# The penalty is based on findings from a statufory
mspection  (1SE 2024) reviewing the bank’s
operations up to March 31, 2024,

» RBI found the bank had opened multiple Basic
Savings Bank Deposit (B5BD) asccounts  for
customers already holding one, contrary 1o REI
puichelines.

# Koiak Mahindrs Bank also  entered nto
arrangements with business comespondents for
activities beyond the permitted scope.

# The bank reponed inaccurate information to Credit
Informanon Compames (CICs), vialating CIC
Rules,

Regulatory context:

he RBI's action is part of its supervisory mle o ensure

banks adhere to defined standards of aecess 1o banking

services, cormeel wse of BC networks and pecurate

credit reporting, and does not affect the validity of

CUSTNTET [ransaciions,

Kotak Mahindra Bank

# |ndustry: Financml services

Founded: |945

Founders: Udav Kotak

Headguarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Mon-exceotive director: Uday Kotak

MD & CED: Ashok Vaswani

YW W W

¥

approval 1o HDFC Bank to acquire up 1o 95% stake in
Indusind Bank, This approval is part of HDFC Bank's
strategic expansion plan to consolidate its presence in
the Indian banking sector and strengthen its retail and
corporate hanking portfolio.

About HDFC Bank

# Founded: August | 994

# Headguarters: Mumbai, Moharashtra

#  Chairman: Atanu Chakraborty

= CE: Sashidhor Japdishan

# Une of India’s largest private sector banks by
assets, market capitalization, and customer base,
Come services include retail banking, wholesale
bankmg, treasury, and digital banking solutions.
About Induslnd Bank

7 Founded: 1994

» Headguariers: Mumbai. Maharashira

>

>

¥

Managing Director & CEC: Rajiv Anand
Provides retail, corporate, and commercial banking
SETVECES,

#» Known for mnovative bankmg solutions, digital
products, and diverse customer hase.

REI and lh-r__l'ulltnw Approval

# RBlapproval is mandatory for any acquisition of 4
significant stake (usually =104 in banks.

# The oapproval ensurcs financial  stability,
governince standards, and regulatory compliance,

# RBI evaluates the acquirer’s financial soundness,
managertal competence, and rsk  management
systems before granting approval,

Private Banking Sector Consolidation in India

= Conselidation allows banks o increase scale
mprove sk management, reduce operational
costs, and enhance compentiveness,

# Major recent mergers mclude HDFC Ltd and
HDFC Bank, Kotak Mahindro Bank expansions,
and [C1CT Bank growth strategies.

# Encourages stronger banks capible of supporting
large-scale credit and digital banking initiatives.

HDFC Bank Receives REI Approval for Up to 95%
Stake in Indusind Bank

WA W [E xX.0Or :;]

Indin Signs Loans Worth Ower 52, 2 Billion with
Asian Development Bank

The Government of Indha and the Asian Development

Bank (ADB) have signed loan agreements totaling over
USD 2. 2 willion to fund five major developrment
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projects in India. The projects span skills developmiznt,

renewable energy, healthcare, metro rul infrastructure,

and sustuinable liveliboods,

key Projects Covered:

» Pradhan Mantn Skilling and Employability
Transformation  Programme:  Modermisation  of
[ndusinal Troning  Instaiutes (ITIs) and skill
development institutes.

#  Affordable Rooftop Solar Systems Programme;
Promotes clean encrgy adoption across Indsa.

#  Assam State Tertiary Health Care Augmentation
Project: Strengthens healtheare infrastructure and
services in Assam,

# Chennai Metre Rail Expansion (Tranche 2):
Supports the growth of metro mil networks

#  Ecotourism and Sustminable Agri-based Livelibood
Development in Meghalaya: Promotes sustainable
liveliboods and tourism

About the Asian Development Bank (ADR)

# FEstablished in 1966, ADB s a regional
development hank promoting economic and socul
development in Asia and the Pacific.

# [t has 68 member countries and provides sovereign
lowns, non-sovereign loans, technical assistance,
and prants,

# Indin is ene of the largest bomowers of ADB
funding for infrastructare, energy, healthcare, and
education.

SEBI to Ban Use of Live Market Data for Investor
Edueation

T'he Secunnes and Exchange Board of Indin (SEBI)

will soon amend its regulations to prohbit the use of

live'current markel data dunng nvesior education
pctivities. Only pasthistorical market data will be
permnitted. This announcement was made by SEBI

Chamrman Tulin Kanta Pandey at an event held at the

National Stock Exchange (NSE ), Mumbai

kKev Points

1. Purpose of the New Rule

* To prevent misuse of live market data in investor
education workshops, webinars, or tmining
SCSSIONS,

#  Toensure such platforms are not used for real-time
trading fips, stock recommendations, or market
manipulation.

L. Clarification by SEBI Chief

# SEBI rules already prohibit mving stock ups or

mvestment advice without registration,

WA W | ZxX.or :;]
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duc o
mconsisiencies i alder SEBI curculars,

# SEBI will now issue o clear, umified circular w
remove ambiguity

3, Context of Recent Enforcement

Action was recently taken apainst financal mfluencer

(Finfluencer) Avdhoot Sathe.

SEBI imposed;

F o L340 crore in disgorgement and penalies

# For engaging in unregistered investment advisory
and musleading acuvities.,

4. Regulatory Objective

Protect retail investors from:

#  Mis-selling

~ Stock manipalation

#  Lnregistered advisory services

# Strengthen  market  integrity
protection.

About SERI

# Established: 1992 (SEBI Act. 1992)

# Headquarters: Mumba

= Objective: Regulate sccuntics markets + protect
Imyestor inlerests.

» SEBI 5 # statutory body.

# Misunderstanding  exists perceived

and  investor

Fino becomes first payvments bank to get RBIs nod
to canvert into SFB

Fino Payments Bank becomes the first payments hank
in India to receive RBI's in-principle approval to
converl into 4 Small Finance Bank (5FB}).

What the Approval Means

DOnce converted mto an SFB, Fino will be allowed to
accept larger deposits, provide loans and other credit
facilities 0 cusiomers — services i0 could not offer as
a payments bank.  The approval expands Fino's
permissible service scope — enabling it to evolve from
Just pavments and remittance services o full banking
operations

Regulatory Background & Eligibility

Under RB1's “on-tap™ licensing guidelines for private
seclor SFBs, existing payments banks controlled by
Indian residents and with at least five years of
operations are cligible to apply for conversion.

Fino began operations as a payvments bank in 2017;
meeting the five-year criterion made it eligible.

Mest Steps & Timeline

The “in-principle™ approval gives Fino time o meet
RBI's conditions for fimal licensing and conversion.
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Fino may begin its lending business within one year of
getting  the final boense, subpect o regulatory
complince end readiness preparations.

Significance of the Transition

#  The conversion allows Fino to broaden ifs customer
hise — especially individuals and small businesses
secking banking and credit services.

# This step 15 viewed as a major milestone in India’s
hanking sector — representing a shift for payments
hanks toward more mclusive banking services and
credit access.

Fino Payments Bank

= Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra

#  Tagline: “Qadar Aapki, Kadam Hamare™

» MD & CEO; Rishi Gupta

#  FEsiablished: 11 April 2017

RBI cuts repo rate by 25 hasis points to 5. 25 per

cent 1o spur growl i

RBI Govemor Samay Malhotra announced a 25 bps

repo rate cut, bringing the mie down from 5. 5% o 5.

25%0, The Monetary Policy Commities (MPL) decided

unanimously on the reduction.

Liquidity Measures

RBI to mject iqudity by purchasing 1 lakh crore

wirth of government securities through Open Market

Operations (OMOs). A 33 halhon dollar-rupee sswap

armungement will also be petivated to support forex

liquidity

Macrocconomic Conditions Enabling the Cut

# India recorded 8. 2% GDP growth in Q2 of the
current financial year,

F Inflation fell sharply to 1.

“Goldilocks penod”™
inflation.

# These conditions gave the RBI “headroom™ 1o gase
rates without nsking price instability,

7 Note: A Goldilocks situation means the cconomy 15
neither overheating nor slowing down excessively.
Low inflation + stromg growth encourages
monetary easing.

Revised Forecasts

RBI raised its full-year GDP growth projection to 7.

3%, up from 6. 8%.

Policy Stance

» RBI continues with a neutral stance.

# A ncutral stance neither tightens nor loosens
hgquadity significantly; it sims for balance between
growth support and mflabon control.

%0, CTI:-FIIII'IE 4 mrc
strong prowth + low

# RBI maintained this stance as the impoct of carlier
ritte culs and global trade changes 15 sull unfolding,

Forex Reserves Position

# India’s foreign exchange reserves reached S686
tllion, offening | | months of mport cover.

#  This strengethens the country™s external stabality,

Risks Flagged

Cowvernor Malhotra wamned that global geopaolitical

tensions and trade uncertainties remain downside risks

to India’s growth outlook.

Impact on Borrowers and Economy

Lower repo rate and addittonal hguadity typically lead

o lower lending rates. Cheaper loans encourage

consumer spendmg and business investment, boosting

cconomic activity, Effectivencss depends on how

quickly commercial banks pass on the rate cuts

Policy Rates at a glance

- 1’|:|-|||::3.I Repo Rate: 5. 25%

# Standing Deposit Facility Rate: 5. (0
# Marginal Standing Facility Rate: 5. 50%
# Bank Bate: 5. 50%

# Fixed Reverse Repo Rate: 3. 35%

# CRR: 3. 00%s

* SLR:1E. (it

BHIM Introduces ‘UPl Circle - Full Delegation”
Feature

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCT),

through NPCI BHIM Scrvices Lid (NBSL) has

loumched o new UPH feature called “UPT Circle - Full

Delegation” on the BHIM App, The feature allows &

prmary bank account holder 1o authomze a trusted

secondary user (family member/staff'dependent) to

miake limited UPL payments directly from the primary

account. This aims 1o mprove digital payment

nccessibility  for semior citizens, dependents, and

digtally mexpeneneed users.

Delegation Svstem

# Primary user authorizes a secondary user 1o make
L'Pl payments directly from their bank account.

# Mo need for the secondary user to have a bank-
linked UPT 1D,

#  Monthly spending limit: Up 1o 15,000

= Validity period: | month to 5 vears.

» Primary user can ftrack all transactions for
II.'iL'IuFIﬂf‘L'Il'iC'_'-.

Ahout NPCI

#  Full form: Natronal Pavments Corporatson of India,

#  Estabhished: 2008,

WA W | ZxX.or :;]
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[ MOU’s Signed J

India*s OPFTEL Limited Signs Agreement with
Safran to Manufacture Combat-Proven Systems in
India

India’s OPFTEL Limited, a defence public sector

enterprise, has signed a sirategic agreement wath

Safran, 8 leading global serospace and defence

company, to manufacture two combat-proven airborne

systems i Indin. This collaboration supports the

Covernment of India’s goals of defence self-reliance

[Atmanirbhar Bharat) and indigenisution of cntical

defence technologies.

About OPTEL Limited

¥ OPTEL Limited s a Government of India
enterprise  under the Mimstry of Defence,
speciahising in electronics, optronics and avionics
systems for defence applications,

#  The company develops and manufactures products
such ns  fhight control systems. navigation
equipment, targeting systems and sensor suites,

# OPTEL plays a key role m indigenisation of
defence  twechoobogies, aligmng with  national
pricrilies.

About Safran

» Safran is a major French uerOspace, defence and
security company, known for its high-technology
products in aircrafi cnpines. avionics, sensors and
defence systems.

# Safran’s systoms are widely used globaily m
military gireraft, helicopters and drones.

» Collaboration with Safran brings global technology
expertise to India’s defence industry

India’s Defence Industry Landscape

# Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs):
Entmes ke HAL, BEL, BDL, OPTEL., BEML
play crucial roles in India’s defence production

# Defence Production Comdor: The povemnment has
promoted defence industnal comdors in Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu o boost privale sector
participation,

= Strategic Fﬂﬂﬂ¢'rh|‘llp‘~ India 15 increasimgly
engaging m jomt venturcs and [L‘-L]':ll'll’.lll.'lbj-
collaborations with global defence companies to
enhance capability and mdigenisation,

India and Mew fealand Conclude Free Trade
Agrecment

WA W | ZxX.or :;]

India and New Zealand have concluded a landmark
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 1o deepen bilateral trade,
promote investment, and aim to double trade over the
next five vears.

key Facts

# Aams: Increase trade, expand markel access,
promole investment, and strengthen economuc
cooperation

# Tmade Target: Double bilateral trade within five
vears

= Investiment Commitment: New Zealand 1o invest
L'SD 20ballion i India over 15 years under the
FTA

# Tanfl Changes: Tarfls on asbom 95% of
New Fealand exports to Indiz to be reduced or
eliminated

7 Implementation: Deal to be
mplemented  after  legal
processes in both countries

# Historical Context: Negotiations began earlier in
2025 and concluded m record time, reflecting
strong political will

Additional Faets:

# FTA Definition: A Free Trade Agreement reduces
or eliminates customs duties, quodas, and other
trude bamiers to promete freer movement of goods
and services,

#  Strategic Importance: Supports India’s strategy to
diversify trade portners and integrate into global
supply chains,

signed and
and  parliamentary

Donald Trump signs defence law backing deeper
India-US ties, Quad

What happened:

US President Donald Trump has signed the National
Defence Authorisation Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year
2026 into law, & key anmueal defence policy hill that
emphasises strengthened engagement with  Indin,
moluding through the Quadnlateral Security Dhalogue
{Quad).

key features:

The law underlines expanded cooperation with India
and other Quad members to promote a free and open
Indo-Pacific region.

It calls for broader defence engapement, including
military  exercises, defence  trade,  humanitanan
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assistance and mantime security cooperation. The Act
provides lor a jomt consultative mechamsm between
the US and India to assess nuclear liabiliny mles and
advance bilateral strategic cooperation.

Why it matters;

The legslation institutionalises deeper stratepic and
defence Des between the US and India, reinforcing
partnerships not only in bilateral military cooperation
bt also within the Quad framework alongside Japan
and Australia to address regional security challenges,
particulardy China’s growing influence i the Indo-
Pucilic.

Strategic significance:

By codifving expanded engagement with India into US
law, the NDAA signals a legislative commitment to
strengthening defence alliances and parmerships i the
Indo-Pacific, ahgning long-term sirategie interests of
hoth countries amid evelving global security dynamies.

India Sign Three Mol's During Prime Minister’s
Visit to Addis Abaha

During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's official visit
to Addis Ababa, Indis and Ethiopia signed three
Memoranda of Underst andlng (Molls) to strengthen
bilateral cooperation m  Key  stafegc  and
developmental arcas. The agreements were signed in
the presence of Prime Minisier Narendra Mod and
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Al, reflecting
the growing partnership between the two countrics.
Key Mols Signed

Cooperation in United Nations Peacekeeping Training:
Enhan¢es joint traming, copacly bmbding and
exchange of best practices for UN peacckecping
MIsE1005.
Mutual
Matters:
Facilitates coopemstion, mformation  sharing  and
support fo prevent smuggling and mmprove trade
facilitation,

Administrative Assistance in Customs

presence of the Ambassador of India to Libenia, Manoj

Biharn Verma, and Libena’s Health Mimster, Dr

Louse M. Kpoto. According to Ind’s Health

Ministry, this agreement will help mmprove access to

safe, effective, and offordable medicines in both

countries and facilitate deeper regulatory coordination,

The partnership s expected w promole standardisation

of pharmaceuticals, enhance drug quality control, and

boost pharma trade under globally accepted norms,

About Pharmacoporia

A pharmacopoeia 13 an official publication contaimng

drug quality standards, specifications, and  testing

micthods

Indin's official pharmacopocia is the Indian

Pharmacopoeia (1F), published by;

Indian Pharmacopoeia Commssion ([PC), Ghaziabad.

# Pharmacopocias help ensure safety, efficacy, and
quality of medicines,

# India"s Phurmaceutical Strength

# India is known as the “Pharmacy of the World, @

# Muonty of the world's penenic medicines are
supplied by India.

Major agencies:

 CDRCO -
Urganizanon

» DCGI - Drugs Controller General of India

About Liberia

# Capial: Monrovia

# Cumency: Liberian Dollar

# President: Joseph Boaka

# Region: West Africa

Central Drugs Stendard  Control

India and Liberia Sign Mol! on Pharmacopoeia (o
Enhance Shared Quality Standards

India and Liberna have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (Moll) aimed a1 establishing
cooperation in pharmacopoeia, with the objective of
promoting shared qualty standards, harmonising drug
regulations, and strengthening mutual collaboration
the pharmaceutical sector, The Moll was signed m the

WA W | ZxX.or :;]

Indin-Australia Strengthen Partnership in Skills &
Mobility

India and Australia have renewed thetr commitment o

enhance cooperation in skills development, workforce

mobility, and emerging sectors dunng the 3rd

Australia-India Education and Skills Council { ATESC)

Meeting held in New Delhi.

Ihe meeting was co-chaired by:

#  Javant Chaudhary, Minister for Skill Development
& Entreprencurship (India)

# Andrew Giles, Minister for Skills & Training
[ Australia)

1. Fast-Tracking

Dualifications (ME(s)

# Both countries agreed 1o accelerale the Mutual
Recogmnon of Qualifications, enabling:

# Inidian skilled workers” qualifbicatons 1o be
accepied in Australia

Mutual Recognition of

G tej@wizx.org
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Australian qualifications to be recogmized in India

w7

W

Indian professionals.
1. Joint Bridge Courses for Skilled Mohility
# |ndin & Austrohia will co-design bridge courses.
Aim: Support smooth mobility of professionals
between the two countries, ensuring skill-matching
and industry standards.
3. Collaboration Linked to Major Sporting Events
India’s bid for the 2030 Commaonwealth Games
Australia’s preparations for the 2032 Brishane
Olympics
—+ These provide major opportunities in:
# [Even! managemoent
Hospitality & toursm
[nfrastruciure & logistics
# Spaorts technology and training
4. Sports & Physical Wellness as Emerging Sector
Both nations identified sports, fitness, and physical
wellness as  high-growth  sectors with  significant
emplovment potential.
Collaboration expected in:
7 Sports coaching
» Sporls science
#  High-performunce training
# Sporls manageinent
Global Recognition Efforts
India 15 working with muluple countmes (UK,
Australia, UAE, Germany) on:
#  Muteal Becopmition Apreements (MEAS)
# Increasing student and worker maobility

W

w

v

This improves internaional employabality of

India-Russia Deepen Strategic Partnership Across
Labour, Energy, Trade, Maritime and Institutional

Cooperation

Dverviews

India and Russia have signed a wide-ranging set of

agreements and MolUs covening labour mobility, visa
fncalitation, energy, health, mantime cooperation,
industry, customs, postal services, and institutional
business collaboration, marking & sipmificant expansion
of bilateral engagement.

Lahour Mohility & Migration

Labour Mobility and Migration Framework Agreement

signed, cmabling temporary legal employment of

citens i each other’s lerniones. Separate pact 0
combat imregular migration, strengthening safe and
regulated labour movement.

Provides legal protections and pathways for skilled and
semi-skilled workers.

WA W [E xX.0Or :;]
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Visa Facilitation

Introduction of 3-day e-Tounst Visas, ssued free of

cost (gratis) for citizens of both countres. Ammed at

boosting tourism and people-to-people contacts,

Energy Cooperation

Agreements to deepen collaboration i fuel and ol

supply and  broader energy-sector  cooperaiion

Supporis India’s energy secunfy and provides siable

long-term markets for Russi,

Health Sector Cooperation

Pact signed o enbance bilateral cooperation o

healthcare and medical Gields, paving the way for fiture

Joint initiatives.

Maritime & Arctic Cooperation

r Mol between India’s Mimistry of Poris, Shipping
and Waterways and Russia’s Minstry of Transport
for training specialists for polar ship operations.

# Another Moll with Russia’s Maritime Board to
mprove  martime  logistics, operations  and
conneciivity

Industrial & Scientific Cooperation

Indian firms signed sn agreement with Russia’s

LURALCHEM to establish a urca fertiliser plant in

Russia

Additional Mol's in:

# Foid safety [i:rn::lulﬂir:_l:-| FESAT)

»  Medical sciences

» Consumer protection

#  Ship operations and marntime traming

Trade, Castoms & Logistics

7 Pratocol between India’s CBIC and Russia’s
Federal Customs Service to exchange pre-amival
nformaton for goods and wvehicles, improving
trade efficiency,

= Postal Services Adreement between India Post and
Russian Post to strengthen cross-border postal
connectivity and g-commence support

Defence, Economy, Education & Culture

Yart of & broader package of 16 agreements spanning:

Defence

Trade and economy

Education and research

Culture and medha

Instiutional Business Cooperation

ASSOCHAM (India) and Roscongress Foundation

(Russia) signed an Mol to:

# Promole joint ventures and imnovalion

# Facilitate investments and technology exchange

# Enhance dialogue among businesses, experts and
policymakers

L |

Y
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# Support cooperation via forums, exhibitions and
business delegations

Strategic Significance

¥ Reflects a diversification of India-Russia ties
beyond defence and energy into labour, health,
logistics and mstitutional collaboration.

# Lobour mobility can boost  employment
Opporiunes and remitiances.

» Energy and mndustrial pacts reinforce long-term
economic and strategic trust amid evelving global
peopolitics.

India Signs ¥7,900 Crore Deal with US for MH-60R
Navy Helicopter Support

India’s Defence Ministry has signed Letters of Offer

and Acceptance (LOAs) with the United States to

procure long-term sustainment support for the Indian

Mavy's MH-60R multi-role helicopters.

Deal Value and Framewark

# The agreement 15 valued at over 37,900 crore.

# [t was finalised in New Delhi under the Foreign
Military Sales (FMS) programme:

MH-60R multi-role helicopters

General Overview

F o Mame; MH-60R Scahawk

#  Type: Multi-mle naval helicopter

F  Monufacturer:  Sikomsky  Asrcrafi
Martin |

#  Role: Ant-submarine warfare (ASW), anti-surface
warfiure (ASuW), sesrch and rescue [(SAR),
survelllance, logstics support

Weapons:

r  Torpedocs (MK 46/54)

# Hellfire mussiles (air-lo-surface)

»  Machme guns {door-mounted)

Roles and Capabilities

F  Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW): Can  detect,
track, and engage submannes using sonar and
lorpedoes.

& Ant-Surface Warfare  (ASuW)
targeting ships with Hellfire missiles,

» Scarch and Rescue (SAR) Equipped for medical
evacuation and cmergency rescues,

» Muantime Patrol & Surveillance: Monitors siea
lanes, tracks vessels, and provides reconnaissance.

# Logistics  Support: Transport  of  supplies,
personnel. and equipment between ships and shore.

[ Lockheed

Capable  of

India—UAE Agree to Enhance Visa & Legal
Cooperation

L

India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) agreed
to strengthen cooperation in consular services, visa
facilitation, and legal matters,

#  The discussions ok place during the 6th Meeting
of the India-UAE Joint Committee on Consular
Affairs in Abu Dhabi

# The Indian delegation was led by Arun Kumar
Chatterjee, Secretary (Consular, Passport, Visa &
Overseas Indian Affars), Mimistry of Extemal
Affairs (MEA).

# Both sides reaffimmed  ther commitment 1o
ensuring the safety, dignity, welfare, and nghts of
their citizens resiching in each other’s countries,

# India acknowledged the UAE's strong support for
the 3. 5 million Indian diaspora, the largest
expatrinte community in the UAL.

About Indin=UAE Relations

# UAE 15 Indan’s third-largest trachng partner after
the U, 8, and China.

# India and UAE are partners m the Comprehensive
Economie Partnership Agreement (CEPA), signed
i 2023, mimed i ineregsing bilateral trade to USD
100 ballaos.

» LUAE is a member of the 12U/2 Group (Ind:a, Isracl,
USA, UAE) locused on food secunty, energy, and
technology.

# LUAE jomed the BRICS group n 224,

WA W | ZxX.or :;]

Gavi & UNICEF Sign New Agreement to Expand
Aceess fo R21/Matris-M Malaria Vaccine

Giavi, the Veccine Alliance, and UNICEF have jomntly
announced o new procurement agreement aimed at
making the R21/Matrix-M malana vaccine more
affordable and accessible, especilly for malana-
endemic countnes.  The imitiative is expected fo
significantly  strengthen  global malaria  prevention

[FrOgramimes.

About 21/ Matrix-M & RTSSAS01 Vaccines

WHO Prequalification

WHO has prequalified two malana vaccines:

#= R21/Matrix-M - Developed by Umiversity of
Oxford and Serum Institute of India (S11), using
Movavax's Matrix-M adjuvant,

# RTS55/A501 — Developed by GSK, PATH, and
partners,

G tej@wizx.org
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Efficacy (Phase 3 Trials)

Both vaccines:

# Reduce malaria cases by over 50% in the first year.

»  Offer ~75% protection when used seasonally in
high-transmission areas.

A fourth booster dose m second vear prolongs
profeciio.

Role of Gavi & UNICEF

L:avi's Role

# Supporis procurcment, logistics, and market
shaping,

# [nlegrates malaria  vaccines  inio
IMMUnISation programmes.

#  Over 40 million doses already supplicd across 24
African countries, covenng over T of global
mlaria burden.

naticnil
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UNICEF's Rale

# Word's larpest vocome buver, delivenng 3
billion+ doses annually.

#  Engages with vaccine manufaciurers 1o secure besi
pricing and ensure supply stability.

(ilobal Health Significance

# Malaria Kills nearly 500,000 children annually,
maosthy i Africa (WHO).

# Introduction of affordable malaria vaccines 1 o
tuming point in malana climination strategy.

#  Supports  progress  wowand UN Susiamable
Development Goal 3: Good Health & Well-being,

About K21 Malaria Vaccine

#  Maonufactured st scale by Serum Institute of India,
the world's largest vaccine producer.

#  Achieves higher production capacity than carfier
malaria vaccines, helping meet global demand.
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[ Awards & Recognitions J

PM Modi Conferred with Order of Oman:
sirengthening Indig—Oman Strategic Partnership

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred with the
“Order of Oman”, the highest civilian honour of Chnan,
by Sultan Haitham bin Tarik mn recogmition of his
visionary leadership and outstanding  contnbution 1o
strengthening India-Oman bilateral relations.  The
award was presenied dunng the Prime Mimister’s
official visit to Muscst, undersconing the deep-rooted
fiiendship between the two nations. The visit assumed

speciel  sigmficance as  India and Oman  are
commemorating 70 years of cstablishment of
diplomatic  relations, reflecting o long-standing

ervilisational, cultural, and economic partnership. The
Prime Minister dedicated the honour to the historic ties
and people-to-people bonds between the two countnes.
T hia—{ b m Comprehensive Econamic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA)

# A major outcome of the visit was the signing of the

[ndia-Crminn Comprehensive Bvonomic
Partnership  Agreement  (CEPA), marking a

milestong in belateral econamic cooperatian.

# The agreement aims to enhance trade, mvestment,
labour mobility, and supply chain integration.

¥ CEPA 15 Oman’s second balateral Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) after o gap of nearly 20 years,
hghlighting India’s strategic importance.

# [t 15 capected to generate  employment
opportunites, improve market access, and promaote
predictable trade regulations.

# The agréement was signed by Union Commeree
and Industry Minister Pivush Goval and Oman's
Mimister of Commerce; [ndustry and Investmeni
Promotion, Crais Al Yousef, in the presence of both
leaders.

Uman:

# Capital: Muscat

#  Currency: Cmani Rial

# Maritime Cooperation: Oman hosts Indian naval
access al Dugm Porl, enhancing India’s maritime
secunty outreach

PM Narendra Modi Conferred Ethiopia’s Highest

Civilian Honour

WA W | ZxX.or :;]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was  conferred

Ethiopia’s highest civilian award, the “Great Homour

Mishan of Ethiopia®, dunng his first balateral visil to

Ethiopia. The honour was presented by Ethiopan

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali in Addis Ababa in

recognition of PM  Modi's  contribution  to

strengthening India-Ethiopia llateral relations and his

global lendership.

India=Ethiopia Relations:

# |ndia and Ethiopin share long-standing historical
and civilisational ties.

# India 15 one of the largest sources of foreign
mvestment in Ethiopia.

# Cpoperation spans (rade, agriculture, health,
education, capseity building, and technology.

# India provides development assistance, Lines of
Credit, and traming programmes 1o Ethiopia.

»  Addis Ababa 15 & major diplomatic hub in Africa

Ethiopia:

# Capital: Addis Ababa

# President: Taye Atske Selassic

# Prime Minister: Aby Ahmed

-

Currency: Birr

Anant Ambani Receives Global Humanitarian
Award for Wildlife Conservation

Anant Ambani has been honoured with the Global
Humanitiarian Awiard for Animol Welfure by the Global
Humane Sogiety, becoming the youngest and the first
Asian o recerve this prestigious recognition, He
received the award for his leadership in establishing
Vamarn, a large-scale wildlhife rescue, rehabilitation
and  conservation mitative located in Jaminagar,
Ciugarnt, Vantara has gained international attention for
its scientific approach to amimal welfare, ecosystem
restoration, and endangered species care.  The model
mtegrates modem  veferinary  praciices,  habitat
restoration techmiques, and long-term rehabilitation
frameworks, positioning India as a nsing global leader
in wildlife conservation. The award highlights the
elobal relevance of India’s conservation efforts and the
increasing  role  of privale-sector  imilibives  in
supporting national biodiversity goals.

Additional Useful Key Facts

Cilobal Humanc Society is the intemational division of
the American Humane Society, one of the world's
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oldest ammal-welfare bodies founded i 1877, Vantara

spans approxmmately 3,500 acres and s one of the

largest imtegrated wildlife rescue and conservation

facilities globally. Vantara recently received the Glohal

Humane Certifiecd™ distinction for mecting

international standards in animal care, habitat quality,

velennary practices, nutrition, ennichment, and welfure.

It functions on & dual conservation approach:

# Ex-situ care - rescue, treatment, rehabiliation,
artificial habitais.

F  ln=s1lu conservalion Suppon
rewilding, ecosystem revival,

= Vantara's elephant welfare initiatives (through the
Radhe Knshna Temple Elephant Welfare Trust)
carlier received India’s national Pram Mitra Award
in the corporate category

# The award marks 3 milestone for Indian
conservation  leadership, cncouraging  more
scientific, large-scale biodiversity imitintives m line
with global standards.

SpeciEs profechion,

Mational Handicrafts Awards 2023 & 2024
Conferred by President Droupadi Mormu

President Droupadi Murmmu conferred the National
Handicrafts Awards 2023 & 2024 w New Della,
recognising India’s [inest master crafispersons.  The
awards mm 1o promole, preserve, and rejuvenate
India’s traditional handicraft hentage while supporting
artisans” livelihoods, The President emphasised that the
handicrail sector 5 & key driver of ruml employment,
providing work o over 32 lakh people, with 63%% being
women, making the sector sigmificont for women's
empowerment. A total of |2 artisans received the Shilp
Guru Awards and 36 artisans received the Nabonal
Awards for the years 2023 and 2024. The goviernmend
recently reduced GST on handicrafts from 158% 1o 5%,
mding  affordabibity and  boosting  global
COMPEtnvencss, The Ministry of Textiles has also set
an export farget of T lakh crore by 2031-32 for
handicrafi products.,

Kev Awardees

Shilp Guru Awards 2023

Ajit Kumar Das (West Bengal) - Hand-painted textiles
D. Sivamma (Andhra Pradesh) — Leather puppet craft
MNational Awards 2023

# Hirabai Jhareka Baghel (Chhattisparh) - Metal
crafi

# Imiivaz Ahamad (Uttar Pradesh) - Handmade
carpel

# Roshan Chhupa (Rajasthan) - Artistic textiles

Shilp Guru Awards 2024

# Bubhash Arora {Harvana) - Metal cralt

# Mohammad Dilshad (Utar Pradesh) - Wood
carvimg

Mational Awards 20124

# T, Baskaran (Taml Nadu) - Swoene carving

#  Ruopban Chitrukar (West Bengal) - Painting

» Baldev Baghmare { Madhya Pradesh) - Tribal crafi

Addmionally, three master craftspersons frisim

Mampur—Laishram Memicha, Yengkhom Omnghi

Indira Devi, and A. Bimola Devi—are to be honoured

by the Minstry of Textiles.

About the National Handicrafis Awards

# Insttuted in 1965 by the Mimstry of Textiles.

r Categorics: Shilp Guru, National Awards, National
Merit Awards,

# Objective: Preserve crafis, recogmise  master
artisans, encourage next-gen craftsmanship,

# Organired by: Office of the Development
Commissioner (Handicrafis)

Crovernment Schemes for Handicrafis

» Ambedkar Hastshilp Vikas Yopna (AHVY) -
Cluster-based development.

r PM Vishwakarme Scheme (2023) - Support for
traditional artisans.

# Hostshalp Swayam Saksham
upgradation.

# Mega Craft Villages under Tourism & Textles
collabaration.

Scheme Skall

WWW.Wizx.org

Armand Duplantis, McLaughlin-Levrone named
World Athletics™ athletes of vear

Armand Duplantis {Sweden) and Sydney McLaughlin-
Levrone (USA] were honoured as the World Athletes
of the Year at the 2025 World Athletics Awards.
Duplantis® Record- Breaking Season

+ Hroke the men's pole vault world record four times
m 2025, Remained undefeated o all 16
competitions, winning bhoth indoor and outdoor
world titles,

» Became the first male pole vaulter i modemn
athletics to stay unbeaten in a single event for two
straight vears,

#  Also named Men's Field Athlete of the Year.

McLaughlin-Levrone's Historic Achievement

F  Won the women's 400m title 10 Tokyo with 47, 738
scconds, breaking & 42-year-old  World
Champeonships record.

¥ Became the hirst dthlele ever to win world Gtles in

both the 400m fat and 400m husdles.
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= Mwarded Women's Teack Athlete of the Year,

Other Major Award Winners

Out-of-Stadinm Athletes of the Year:

¥  Maria Perez (Spain) - Racewalking

# Sabastian Sawe (Kenya) - Long-distance running

Men's Track Athlete of the Year:

#  Emmanuel Wanyonyi (Kenya) - BO0(m

# Women's Field Athlete of the Year:

#  Micola Olyslapgers { Australia) - High jump

Rising Star Awards

*  Edmund Serem (Kenya)

# Fhang liale (China)

= Both recogmized for their world medal-winning
performances,

Sith IFFI Concludes in Goa: “Skin of Youth' Wins
CGolden Peacock for Best Feature Film

The 36ih Intermatonal Film Fesfival of India (IFFT)

ended with & grand closing coremony at Dr.  Shyama

Prasad Mukhenyee Indoor Stadmm, Goa.

Tributes & Special Felicitations

¥ Tribute paid to Dharmendra for his legacy.

#» Rajnikanth was honored for completing 50 years
in Indian cinema

# Ranveer Singh made a surpnse. high-cnergy
appearance.

Major Awards

= Colden & Silver Peacock Avwards

# CGolden Peacock (Best Feature Film): Skin of

Youth (Dir: Ashleagh Muaylur)

#  Silver Peacock (Best Director): Saniosh Davakhar
for Gomdhal

# Special Jury Award: Akinola Davies Jumor for My
Father's Shadow

Acting Awards

= Bezt Actor (Male) Ubemar Rios

# Best Actor (Female): Jara Sofija Ostan for Little
TroubleGirls

[hehant Awards

# Silver Peacock for Best Debut Feature Film:

# My Davghter’s Hair (Hesam Farahmand)

7 Frink (Toms Pil)

# Best Debut Director — Indian Feature Film: Karan
Singh Tyag for Kesari 2

Special Recognitions

# ICFT-UNESCO Gandli Medal: Safe House {Dar;
Ewrik Svensson)

# OTT Best Indian Panorama: Banchzh Bandi 2
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President Droupadi Murmu Confers Hashtriya
Vievan Puraskar 2025

Pressdent Droupadi Murmu presented the Rashirya

Vigyan Puraskar 2025 to 24 emment scientists and

mnovators at o ceremony in Rashtrapati Bhavan, New

Delhi. The awards recognise oulstanding contributions

to scientific research, technology, and innovation

across multiple disciplines.

About the Rashtriva Vigyvan Puraskar

# The REashirva Vigyan Puraskar (RVP) 18 a national
soience award instituted by the Govermment of
India to honour excellence in science and
technology.

¥ The awards aim to foster a culture of rescarch,
inmovation, and scienific excellence in the country.

# It recogmises contributions across diverse scientific
fields and s a restructured framework replacing
older standalone science awards,

Categories of Rashiriva Vigyan Puraskar 1025

Vigvan Ratna Puraskar:

# Highest honour for lifetime achievement in science
and lechnology,

# In 2025, awarded posthumously to Prof. Jayani
Vishnu Narlikar, renowned astrophysicst and
science populanser.

Vigyan Shri Puraskar;

Recogmses distinguished contnbutions m  specific

scientific disciplines such as agnculiure, stomic

encrgy, biological sciences, chemistry, engmeenng,
environmental science, mithematics & computer
science, space science, and technology.

Vigvan Yuva Puraskar:

Awarded to yvoung scientists for exceptional research

achievements across vanous scientific ficlds.

Vigyan Team Puraskar:

# (nven o leams of scientistsinnovators for
collaborative contnbutions with significant impact.

F In 2025, swarded to the CSIR-Aroma Mission
team, credited with advancing aromatic crop
cultivation and related innovations.

Additional Useful Kev Facts:

Prof, Jayvant Vishnu Marlikar

#  Eminent Indian astrophysicist known for his work
n cosmalogy.

» Contrbuted to allernative theones of cosmology
and s¢ience populansation.

CSIR-Aroma Mission

# Focused on aromatic crop cultivation, especially
lavender n Himalayan regions.
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# Promotes agn-entreprencurship and enhances rumal
l1vehhoods.

¥  [Demonstrates how sceenthe research can drive
SOCIO-Coonomie development

Rashtriva Vigvan Puraskar 2025 - Awardees

# Vigyan Rama (Highest honour for lifetime
achievement)

#  Prof. Jayant Vishnu Narlikar (Posthumously)
Plivsics

Vigvan Shri (Distinguished scientific contributions)

1. Dr. Gyanendra Pratap Singh - Agncultural Science

2. Dr. Yusul Mohammad Sekh - Atomic Energy

3, Dr. K Thangaraj - Biological Sciences

4. Prof. Prudeep Thalapml — Chenustry

5 Prof Animneddha Bhalchandra Pandit
Sciences

fi, Dr. % Venkata Mohan

7. Prof. Mahan M
Science

8. shn Javan N

Engincening

Environmental Seience
Mathematics & Computer

Space Science & Technolog
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Vigyan Yuva — Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Category

(Young scientisis)

Prof. Amit Kumar Agaerwal — Physics

Prof. Surhud Shrikant More - Physics

Dr. Jagdis Gupta Kepuganti — Agncultural Science

Dr, Satendra Kumar Mangrauthia

Science

5. Dr. Deepa Agashe - Biological Sciences

f. Shn Debarka Sengupta - Biological Sciences

7. Dr. Dibyendu Das — Chemistry

8. Dr. Waliur Rahaman - Earth Science

9. Prof. Arkaprava Basu — Engineering Sciences

[0, Prof. Sobvazachi Mukherjee Mathematics &
Computer Science

I 1. Prof. Shwete Prem Agrawal — Mathematics &

Computer Science

2. Dr. Surezh Kumar — Medicine

13. Shra Ankur Gare - Space Science and Technology

I4. Prof. Mohanasankar Sivaprakasam — Technology
and [nnovation

Vigyan Team Puraskar | Tenm award)

Team — Aroma Mission, C5IR - Agricultural Science

T
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IBABDATARNCE
o it

L
L= g

MOTTOD
T v il Sl b o B D00 e i Of

supaining hoalthy epoaysToims 300 homan
el - Eraing

CFRGEARMIGATICNN 1P OLED
FAC & U ailod Maton

MNOTE

Thm POl inssr
e ol W
Jibrvr M1 a
tiw cilficial polopedSon

Bt n Oecambor 2013,
LINLES muponcad try
QERFatlmig b Do e
L0 an vhe Firss official
ool ol Diwy

2025 THEME
Hizahhy Sodla for HoadThy
O B

[ =

tej@wizx.org




A s ARIRREN]

WIZDOM ED. Jan-2026

AFFAIRS

]

o +91 B16960290

East Bengal FC Clinch SAFF Women's Club
Championship Title

East Bengal FC won the SAFF Women's Club
Championship title after defeating their opponents 340
in the final, marking a significant achievement for
Indian women's club football af the regional level.
SAFF:

SAFF stunds for South Asian Football Federation, the
regional body poverming football in South Asia.

SAFF  oumaments aim fo promole  football
development and competiion among South Asian
AANDIS,

¥ Formation: 1997

Headguarters: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Preswdent: Kamn Salahuddin

Vice President: Sundar Narshing Joshi

General Secretary: Purushottam Kattel

W NY

Pakistan Defeat India to Win U-19 Asia Cup Title

Pakistan's Under-19 encket team defested Indm m the

final to clinch the U-19 Asia Cup ttle, delivering a

dominant performance in the championship match held

in Dubai

#  Notable Performer: Someer Minhos (Pakestan)

Highlights

» Sameer Minhas played o record-breaking innings
of 172 muns.

F  Indian team was bowled out for o bow total while
chasing.

»  Pakistan secured its second U-19 Asia Cup title

Additional Facts ;

# The U-19 Asia Cup is organised by the Asian
Cricket Couneil (ACC)

# The toumament serves as a lalent pipelme for
future international cricketers.

#» Severnl semior intermational players began their
careers through U- 19 toumaments,

# Indin and Pakistan matches attract special attention
due to histone sporting rivalry.

F Youth crickel tournaments play a crucial role
leng-term national team development.

Indian shooters delivered strong performances at the

6fth Matwonal Shooting Championships, reaffirming

India’s growing depth and competitiveness in shooting

SpuoTts.

Key Winners & Achievements

# Ananfeet Singh Naroka & Darshna Rathore won
Gold m the Semor Skeet Mined Team event,
underlining India’s strength in shotzun disciplines.

#  Manu Bhaker amd Simrunpreet Kaur Brar clinched
Crold medals in their respective events, contimuing
their dominance on the national cirewit.

# HRawa Dhillon secured Double Gold in shotgun
shooting events, showcasing consistency and elite
performance.

Mationnl Kifle Association of India (NRAT

# Founded: 1951

# Headguarters: New Dethi

» President: Kalikesh Naravan Singh

International Shooting Sport Federation (1S5F)

7 Founded: 17 July 19407

# Headquarters: Mumch, Germany

# President: Luciano Rossilndin Wins First-Ever
Bronze ar 2025 FIH Junior Men's Hockey World
Cup

Mational Shooting Championships: Indian Shooters
Shine Across Events

WA W [E xX.0Or :;]

India won its frst bronee medal ai the 2025 FIH
Junior Men's Hockey Waorld Cup.

Indsa created history by winning their first-ever bronze

medal & the 2025 FIH Junior Men's Hockey World

Cup held m Chennar.  In a thnlling match, India

defeated  Argentina 4-2, staging a remarkable

comeback by sconng four goals within 11 minutes after

trailing by two goals. Goal scorers for India mcluded

Ankit Pal, Manmeet Smgh, Shardanand Tiwan, and

Anmol Ekka, while Argenting imtially led through

poals by Nicolas Rodnguez and Santiapo Fernandez.

This marks 2 major milestone for India’s junior hockey

program and strengthens the country’s standing in

zlobal age-group hockey compeltions.

About the FIH Junior Men's Hockey World Cup

F Orpaniged by International Hockey  Federation
(FIHY.

#  Ape catepory: Under-21.

# India has earlier won gold medals m 2001 and
2016,

#  The 2025 edition was hosted by India (Chennai).

G tej@wizx.org




@ +91 816950290

WIZDOM ED.

#  Previous edition winners {202 1): Argentina.

About Indian Hockey

# India has 8 Olympic gold medals in men’s hockey.

¥ Major national tournaments: Hockey India League,
Mational Championships.

#  Goverming body: Hockey India.

# Current focus: Youth development, Khelo India
PIOEram, grassrods raining

Sarwagya  Singh Kushwaha Becomes World's
Youngest Kated Chess Plaver

Sarwagva Singh Kushwaha, a 3-year-old bov from
Madhva Pradesh, has become the voungest rated chess
plaver m history, after receiving an official FIDI
rating. He achieved this milestone by participating in
multiple rated tournaments snd secunng the mimmum
performance required for a FIDE classical rating: This
schievement places India once agmin i the plobal
spothight for prodocing extraordinary voung chess
talents, This recogmition makes Sarwagya younger than
the previous record holders and forther strengthens
India’s reputation as o global chess powerhouse,
following the rse of plavers soch a5 R
Praggnanandhaa, [ Gukesh, and Nihal Sarn. His carly
success reflects mercasing interest in chess in India
after the COVID-zra onling chess boom, introduction
of Chess Olyvmpiad 2022 in Chenna, and govemment-
supported initiatives like the “Khelo India™ programme
promating mind sporns,

-ihuul FIDE {International Chess Federation)
Founded: 14924

Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland

India joined FIDE: 1947

President: Arkady Dvorkovich

L4
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Arjun Erigaisi Wins Jerusalem Masters 2025,
Delests Viswanathan Anand in Final

Indian Grandmaster Arun Erigaisi has won the

Jerusalem Masters 20235 title, defeating former World

Champeon Viswanathan Anand m an all-Indian final.

The championship concluded with a blitz tie-break.

after both plavers drew their rapid games,

About Jerusalem Masters

# Annual elite invitational chess event

#  Played in formats: Bapid + Blitz

# Hosted i Jerusalem to promote plobal chess
culture

» Features top-ranked international players
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Indian Women's Hockey Team chiel coach

Harendra Singh steps down

What Happened

Harendra Singh has stepped down from his role as head

coach of the India women's hockey team, citing

personal reasons, He expressed gratiiude for the

opporfumity and pledged to contimue supporting efforts

to promote Indian hockey.

Context of Tenure

#  Singh had taken charge of the women's team in
Apnil 2024.

# Under his guidance, the team won the Asian
Champrons Trophy tn 2024 — a notable success.

r However, the 2024-25 season was disappointing:
Inclia fimshed last in the 2024-25 FIH Pro League
and were relegated, with just 2 wins in 16 matches.

Sultan Azlan Shah Cup: Indian team seftles Tor

Silver medal

Belgium defeated Indm 1-0 in a tghtly-contested final
o win the Sultan Azlan Shah Cup 2025 in Malaysia.
The match was decided by Thibean Stockbroekx's
dth-minute stnke, eaming Belgium their first-cver
title i just their second appearance.

Sultan Azlan Shah Cup

# Spart: Field hockey

Founded: 1983

No. of teams: &

Muost recent champion: Belgiom (1st ttle) (2025)
Most titles: Austrealia | 10 nitles)

LU T

Javokhir Sindarov Beeomes Youngest-Ever FIDE
World Cup Champion

Uzbek Grandmaster Javokhr Sindarov, aged 19,
became the voungest-ever FIDE World Cup champion
after defeating China’s Wei Yiin the rapid ticbreaks of
the 2025 FIDE World Cup held in Goa, India, After two
draws i classical games, Sinderov  showcased
exceptional endgame skill in the tebreaks, winning the
final rapid game in 60 moves. Sindarov, who became a
GM at just 12 years old, entered the event as the 16th
seed and sdvanced through a turbulent knockout field,
defeating  compatriot Noditbek  Yakubboev in the
sermifinals — also via tiebreaks. Both Sindarov and
Wer ¥Yi have qualified for the 2026 Candidates
Tournament, the final qualifving event for the World
Chess Championship cycle.
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US Approves Novo Nordisk's Oral Weight-Loss Pill

he United States Food and Drug Admimstration (LS

FDA) has approved an oral weight-loss pill developed

by Damish pharmaceutical company Nove Nordisk,

marking a major breakthrough i obesity trentment.,

The pill contans semaglutide, a drug earlier available

mainly in injectable form, and offers & tablet-based

alternative for long-term weight mansgement.

Why This Approval Is Important

#  Improved accessibility: Oral tablets are easier o
admimister  than  mjections, mproving  patient
compliance

# Public health relevance: Obesity is 4 leadmng nsk
factor for nop-commumnicable discases such as
dinbetes and cardiovasciilar disorders

# Pharmaccutical mnovation: Reflects progress in
drug delivery systcms and chronic  disease
management

# Global market impact: Strengthens Novo
Mordisk's posiion m the rapdly expanding
ohesity-care markel

How the Dirug Works

»  Semaglutide belongs to the GLP-| receptor agonist
lass

7 [tsuppresses appeute, increases feelings of fullness
and shows digestion

# Ongnally developed for Type-2 dinbetes
management

Obesity Definition:

» Body Mass Index (BMI) = 30 — Crhesity

# BMI 25-29.9 — Overweight

Regulatory Bodies:

» LS FDA: Approves drags and medical products in
the Unimed States

F India’s Drug Regulator: Central Drugs Standard
Control Orgamention (CDSCO)

reliance in defence manufacturing and strengthening

coastal maritime securily.

Role and Features of ASW Shallow Water Craft

7 Designed for anti-submarine operations in shallow
and coastal waters

# FEquipped with advanced sonar  systems,
lightweight tarpedoes and anti-submarmne rockets

# Lises water-jet propulsion for high manoeuvrabality

# Capable of low-intensity mantime operations,
mine-laying and patrol missions

= Ruilable for hitteral warfare, whene conventional
large warships face limitathions

Strategic Importance

# Enhances India’s capability o detect and neutralise
underwater threats near 1ts constline

# Sirengthens secunty of ports, harbours and coastal
infrastructure

» Contributes 1o India’s mantime docrine focused
o the Inchian Ocean Region

# Supports national initiatives such as Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Make i India

Indian Navy Weceives Third Indigenous ASW
Shallow Water Craft *Anjadip®

The Indeian Mavy has inducted * Anjadip’, the third Anti-
Bubmanne Warfare Shallow Water Crafl (ASW-5W(C')
in a series of eight vessels being built indigenously. The
viessel has been construcied by Garden Reach
Shipbulders ond Engineers (GRSE) Ltd, marking
another milestone in India’s efforis towards sclf-

WA W [E xX.0Or :;]

ISR to Laumeh Commiunication Satellite BlueBird
Block-2

The Indinn Space Research Orgomsaton (ISRO) will
launch the BloeBird Block-2 communication satellite
mio Low Earth Orbit using the LVM3 launch velucle
under a commercial agreement, aimed at providing
direct satellite-to-smartphone broadband connectivity
key Facts
# Launching Agency:
Oreanisation (ISRO)
#  Satellite Name: BlueBird Block-2
#  Type of Satellite: Communication satellie
= Orbat: Low Earth Orbat {LED)

Indian Space Research

# Launch WVehicle: Launch Vehicle Mark-I11
(LYM3)

# Launch Site: Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikotz

#  Mission Nature; Commercial launch mission

Commercial Partner: AST SpaceMobile (LUSA)

# Indian Commercial Arm: NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL)

Ohbjective of the Mission

|
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# To enable direct satelhite-to-mobile phone
connectivity  without  specialised  ground
equipment.

# Tosupport voice, data, and broadband services in
remote and underserved regions.

# To strengthen India’s position in the plobal
commercial satellite launch market.

"'lllEllIT_ eance of the Mission

# Demonstrates ISRO's capability i heavy-lift
commercial launches

# Highlights growing mternational collaboraton in
space technology.

= Supports expansion of next-generation space-based
cellular broadband networks.

» Contmbutes to brdging the
worldwide.

divide

digital

Japan to Restart World's Largest Nuclear Plant, 15
Years Alter Fukushima Msasier

Japan is set to restart the world's largest nusclear power

plant, the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa facility, nearly 15 years

after the Fukushima disaster, 1o strengthen energy

security and reduce dependence on fossil fucls.

Ul:;e-:m es of the Restart Decision

# FEnergy Sccunty: Reduce Jopan's relmnce on
imparted fossil fuels

# Electricity Supply: Restarting one reaclor can
increase power supply to Tokyo region by about
"H‘--;I

# Decarbomsalion: Helps achieve climate goals by
increasing clean energy share

¥ Eeonomic Considerations: Stabilises electricaty
prices and lowers fuel import bills

Additional Facis

# Fukushima [hsaster (2001): Trggered core
meltdowns, mass evacuations, and shutdown of all
[ERCIOTS

# Muclear Regulatory Framework: Japan's Nuclear
Regulation Authority (NRA) now enforces stricter
cafety standards for reactor operations

¥ Clean Energy Target: Japan amms for nuclear power
to contribute about 20% of its encrgy mix by 2040

# Public Opinion: Local communities remain
concerned about safety and environmental risks

= Economic Impact: Nuclear restarts reduce reliance
on costly imported fossil fuels, supporting enerpy
afforcability

WA W | ZxX.or :;]
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US—Russia Joint Mission: Soyuz MS-28 Launch

A three-member US—Russian crew has successfully
launched o the Imternational Space Station (I55)
aboard the Soyuz MS-28 spacecraft.

# Launch Vehicle: Sovuz booster rocket

#  Launch Site: Batkonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan

Crew Members:

P Chrns Willlams
spaccilight

# Serpel Mikaev (Roscosmos) - First spaceflight

#  Serper Kod-Sverchkov (Roscosmos) - Second
spaceflight

#  Mussion Durabon: ~B months aboard the IS5

This mission  highlights  ongoing  US-Russia

conperation in spece exploration despite peopolitical

tensions.  The crew will support scientific research,
maintenance tasks, and technolopy demonstrations on

the 155,

Ahout Sovuz Spacecralt

#  Operated by Roscosmaos {Russin’s space agency ).

7 Known for high reliability and used since 1960s.

# Can cary 3 astronuuts.

F Launch site: Baikonur Cosmodrome,
Rirssia from Kazakhstan.

About the I55

F A joint project of NASA (USA), Roscosmos
(Russia), ESA (Europe), JAXA (Jopan), and CSA
(Canmda).

# First module launched in 1998

F  Orbits Earth at abowt 400 km altrtude.

# Completes ~16 orbits per day,

NASA-Roscosmos Cooperation

Diespite tensions, the two agencies continue crew

exchonge dereements o mantun continwous human

presence on 155,

# Bnsures redundancy: NASA astronauz can fly on
Sovuz, and Russians can fly on SpaceX Crew
Dragon

Recent IS5-Related Facts

# India’s first astronaut program: Gaganvaan, led by
ISRO.

» NASA's Arfemis program gims to retum humans
te the Moon by med-2020s.

# |55 15 expected to be operational unnl 2030, after
which NASA plans a shaft 1o commercial space
slalions,

(NASA astronaul) First

leased by

M inavgurates Skyroot's Infinity Campus and
unveils India's private orbital rocket Vikram-1
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Skyroot
Avrospace’s  Infimty  Campus, o major  faciliy
dedicated 1o private-sector space immovation. The PM
will also unvell Vikram-l, Skyroot™s first orbital-class
lmunch vehicle, capable of deployng satellites into Low
Earth Crrbat { LECH),

. About Skyroot’s Infinity Campus

# Location: Hyderahad, Telangana

#  Production Capacity; Ability to manufaciure |
orbital rocket per month — a first for India’s
private space indusiry,

This facility marks a major step lowards boosting
India’s private space manufacturing ecosystem

2. About Vikram-1 Orbital Rocket

%

w

Type: First arbital launch vehicle by an Indian
PrEIVATE COMpany.

#  Developed by: Skyroot Acrospace

= Capability: Designed to carry muluple small
satellites into LEC,

#  minificance: Enbances India’s presence in the

global small-satellite launch market.

3, About Skyroot Acrospace

¥ Founders: Powan Chandanas & Bhorath Daka

# Founded: 2118

Motable Achievement:

* Launched Vikeam-5 ([sub-orhetol
Movember 2022,

# Became the first Indiun pnvale company o bunch
a rocket into space.

» Represents the success of India's space-sector
liberalisation reforms (2020 apwards).

misgion) m

Imdiam Coast Ciaard Inducts First Pollution Contraol
Voesael

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) has indocted 1ts frst

indigenously designed and bult Polluton Control

Vessel (PCY) at Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL). The

mduction marks a major step towards strengthening

maring pollution response, environmental prolection,

and maritime security

Key Features of the Pollution Conirol Vessel

» Specially designed to detect, control, and mitigate
marine pollution such as oil spills

# Equipped with moden pollution  response
equipment and advanced navigation systems

#  Capable of supporting search and rescue, disaster
response, and martime  law  enforcement
operaticns

WWwW.wizx.org

# Designed for operations in India’s Exclusive
Economue Zone (EEL)

Strateric Siznificance

# Enhances India’s preparedness against manng
pollution incidents

#  Birengthens coastal seounity architecture

#  Buppors sustainable use and protection of marine
pCOsystems

# Acts as a force multplier for the Indian Coast
Cruard

Indian Coast Guard

#  Established n 1978

# Director General: Pararmesh Sivamani

Oiperates under the Mimistry of Defence

~ Responsible for mantime  safety, sccunty,
environmental protection, and search and rescoe

b
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[ Obituary J

Sreenivasan,

sharp  safirist  whe  reshaped

Veteran Malayalam film personality Sreenivasan died
at the age of &9 afier a profonged (lness in Koch,
marking & significant loss for Indian cinema. Acted in
over 200 filims, becoming one of the most recognizable
faces in Malayalam films. Wrote and directed many
memorable movies that became cultural touchstones.
Enown for his ability o balanée humour with senous
commentary on society,

Puliteer Prize—Winning War Correspondent Peter
Arnett Passes Away

-

Veteran war journalist Peter Amett, a Pulitzer Prize
winner and one of the most mfleential  foreign
correspondents of the 20th century, has possed away of
the age of 91 m Californin, USA. Bom in Riverton,
New Zealand (1934), Arneti later became a naturalised
Amenican cilizen and had a journalism career spanning
over five decades, covering some of the world’s most
sigmficant conflicts. Amett won the Pubitzer Prize for
Intemational Reporting in 1966 for his courageous and
pround-level reporting of the Vietnam War while
working with the Associated Press (AF). He reported
from WVielnam between 1962 and 1973, often
pocompanying soldiers on active combat missions,
providing first-hand accounts of warfare. In 1981,
Amett jomed CNN, where he rose to global
prominence during the First Guif War (1990-91). He

LA T TR TR T |-E xX.0Or :;]

became a household name for reporting live from
Baghdad, making lim ome of the few Weslemn
Journalists o remain in Iraq during intense U'S-led air
sirikes,  His broadcasis, sometimes interrupied by
missile explosions and air-raid sirens, marked a tuming
paint in 24-hour live war reporting. Arnett conducted
high-profile mterviews with key global figures,
ncluding Iragi President Saddam Hussemn during the
Ciulf War and Osama bin Laden in 1997 in Afghanistan,
making him the first Western journalist to interview the
al-Oaeda lender years before the 9711 attacks. Later
hiis eareer, Ametl worked with NBC, but was dismissed
after giving an interview to Iragi state television during
the Iraq War, where his comments were perceived as
crifical of US military strategy. He maintained that his
duty was to report facts objectively from the ground.
He passed away while recciving hospice care for
prostate cancer, surrounded by famly.

War Journalism Significance:

Peter Amett s regarded as a pioneer of embedded and
live battleficld reporting. shaping modem conflict
Journalism.

Renowned Sculptor Ram Vanji Suinr Passes Away
ut 100

Eminent Indian sculptor Ram Vanji Sutar, one of the
most celebrated figures in modemn Indian amt and
architecture, passed away af the age of 100 ar his
residence in MNoida, Uttar Pradesh. He was widely
acclumed for designing the Statue of Unity in Gujarat,
the wordd's tallest statue, dedicated o Sardar
Vallabhbhat Fatel. Borm in 1925 in Dhule district {now
in Maharashtra), Ram Vanji Sutar was a gold medallist
from the Sir JJ School of Art, Mumbai, one of India’s
premuier institutions for fine arts. s artistic legacy 1s
closely associated with monumental public sculpieres
that blend realism with national symbolism,

Major Contributions and Achievements
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Statue of Unity

Hewght: 182 metres

# Location: Kevadia, Gujarat, on the Narmada River

Dedicated 1o: Sardar Vallabhbha Patel

# |naugurated: 2018

F  Recoprsed as the world's tallest statue

Parliament Complex Sculplures

#  Statue of Mahatmp Gandhi in 2 seated, meditative
posture

# Equestnian statuc of Chhotrapati Shivag Mehara)

Awards and Honours

#  Padma Shn — 1999

= Padma Bhushan - 2016

*  Mueharashire Bhushan Puraskor

civilian award

W

W

State's hughest

Former Union Home Minister Shiveaj Patil Passes

Avay at 91
FSNEE ™1 N8 !

lian N Sfona

Former Union Home Mimster and veteran Congress
leader Shivra) Panl passed away at the age of 91 m
Latur, Maharashira, after prolonged illness.

Shivraj Patil had o distinguished political career
spanning several decades. He served in multiple high-
level positions including:

# Union Home Minister (2004-2008)

#  Speaker of the Lok Sabha { 1991-1996)

Member of Lok Sabha from Latur—won seven
times

Held several important portfolios in the Union Cabinet
He played a significant role an  parliamentary
functioming and national security matters during his
tenure,

Veteran actor Kalyan Chattopadhyay passes away
at K2

Veteran Bemgali film and theatre actor Kalvan
Chamopadhyay, known for lus versatile performances,
has passed away at the age of 82, Bom in 1942 in
Berhampore, Murshidabad (West Bengal), he was an
glummnus of the Film and Television Institute of Indi
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(FTIT), Pune. He made his film debud in 1968 with
Tapan Sinha's “Apanjan”, a landmark film that won the
Mational Film Awand for Best Feature Film in Bengali
(1969, Chattopadhyay worked with  renowned
directors such sz Sabtvant Ray, Tarun Majumdar, and

]m[:mll Sinba, with me |smruhln. miu in films like:
Pratidwandi { Sutyajit Ray)

Sagina Mahato | Tapan Sinha)

Dhann Meye ( Tarun Mojumdar)

Safed Haathi (Children's film)

Paar (Matonal Award-winning film)

Kahar {2012 Hindy film)

Throughout his career, he appeared in over 400 films,
multiple TV senals, and OTT projects. His dermise has
been widely moumed by the Indian film industry,

YW YWY YY

Renowned Architect ["Fluk Giehiry Passes Awa

Kemowned Architect Frank l:n:hrg,. died at % at his

Santa Maonica home after a briel respiratory 1llness.

Legacy and lconic Works

F Guzpenheim Museum Bailbao
sculptural, curving forms and global scelaim.

Famous for its

# Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles
Celebrated for its mnovafive design and acoustics.

» DZ Bank Building, Berlin Moted for its
distinctive architectural style,

# Sibcon Valley Influence - Designed Facebook
headgquarters expansion of Mark  Zuckerberg's
reguest.

Former Mizoram Governor Swaraj Kaushal Passes
Away at 73
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Former Mizoram Govemnor, senior advoecate, and noted
constitulional experi Swara) Kaushal passed away at
the age of 73. He was the hushband of former Union
Minister Sushma Swaraj and father of BJP MP Bansun
Swargp, Bom on 12 July 1952 m Solan, Hmmachal
Pradesh, Kaushal served as Governor of Mizoram from
1990 1o 1993 and was 8 Member of Parlisment (Rajya
Sabha) from Haryana (1995-2004). A distinguished
lawyer and expert on Northeast affinrs, he played a
crucial role in the 1986 Muormm Peace Accord, which
browght an end to insurgency in the state. He later
became the first Advocate General of Mizomm n 1987,
About Mizoram Peace Accord (1986)
F Signed between: Government of Indin & Mizo
Mational Front ( MNF).
P Key signatories: Laldenga (MNF), Rajv Gandhi
government.
Ended twe decades of insurgency in Mizoram.
Led 1o formation of Muzoram as a full-fledged state
in | 98T
» Swarg) Kaushal was a major negotiator in the peace
ProCess,
kev Offices Held
#  Covemnor of Mizoram: | 95019493
Rajya Sabha MP (Haryana): 19982004
First Advocate General of Mizoram: 987
Additional Solicitor General of Indin: 198719490

b R

Political Journey and Legacy

Juswal served as o three-tume Member of Padament

from Kanpur | 1999-2014).

In the central government during the UPA era, he held

key portfolios, including Mimister of State in the Home

Affarrs Mimistry and later Minister of Coal [ Steel.

Earlier in his career, he had served as the President of

the Uttar Pradesh Congress Committee { 20002002},

Paolitical History:

# Member of Parlinment, Lok Sabha: 1999-2014

#  Aimister of Coal Government of India: 19 January
2011 - 26 May 2014

= Minmster of State in Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of Tndia: 23 May 2004 — 22 May 2009

# President of Uttar Pradesh Congress Commitiee: 4
Decemiber 2000 - 3 July 2002

Former Union minister Sriprakash Jaiswal passes
away at 81

Senior Congress leader and former Union mumister
Sriprakash Jaiswal passed away at the age of 81.

Renowned Litterateur Vinod Kamar Shukla Passes
Away

Eminent Hindi wnter and httermtewr Vinod Kumar
Shukla passed away in Raipur, Chhattisgarh. He was
one of the most distinctive voices i modern Hinds

[iterature and made significant contmbutions through

poetry, novels, and shor stores.

Maj'nr Literary Works

Maukar Ki Kameez

ity a film

# Deewar Mem Ek Khidki Rehti Th
winning novel

» Laghhag Jai Hind — first poctry collection

# Khilega To Dekhenge and Ek Chupp Jagah
notable works

Awards and Honours

# Inanpith Award - India’s highest literary honour:
First writer from Chhattisgarh to receive this awand

# Sahitva Akodemu Award: Awarded for Deewar
Mein Ek Khidki Rehti Tha

# Recipient of international literary recognition for
his contnbution o world [iternture

L

acelamed novel later adapted

award-

WA W [E xX.0Or :;]
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India Tops Global Doping List

India has emerged as the world's leading country in
doping violations for the third consecutive vear, as per
data released by the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) In 2024, 260 Indian athletes tested positive
for banned performance-enhancing substances, making
India the only country with more than 200 positive
cases globally. This rises serous concerns ahout the
mtegrity of Indian sports and could adversely affect
India’s intemational sportmg reputation, including its
ambation to host the 2036 Olympic Games,

Global Dopine List 20235

Top § Countries (Highest Doping Violations in

224)
Rank }(_.uuml_? [1.: ;':sm' I Positive Doping
| |lindia 260) positive cases (highest]
;Jl[rlﬂi? 91 ﬁiﬂﬂ! cases
3 |laly -85 positive cases
- |[Hu5:~'-|:n ~ [ pOSITIVE CARES

;‘Jt::id ~7h posIve cases

Bottom 5 Countries {(Lowest Doping Violations

among Major Testing Nations)

# Lack of awareness: Inadequate education about
banned substances, supplements and long-term
health effects

# Coaching amd support gaps:
grassroofs and junior levels

# FEarly exposure: Doping cases  increasingly
reported In junior, umiversity and state-level
competitions

Implications for India

I'hreat to Olympic ambitions: Poor anti-doping record

may weaken Indin’s credibility m the eves of the

International Olympic Commttee

# Reputational damage: Repeated violations harm
India’s image as a fair sporting nation

# Athlete conscquences:  Doping  leads  to
suspensions, bams, loss of medals and mental
distress

blepa Taken to Address the Issue

# Matonal Ant-Dopmg Agency (NADA)  has
intensified testing and education programmes

# Focus on athlete awareness campaigns, especially
al grassrools level

# Early 2025 data indicates a reduction in positivity
rate to around 1.5%, showing initial improvement

World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA):

# Established in 1999

#  Oversess global anti-doping efforts and 13sues the

Poor gusdance an

Reasons Behind High Doping Cases
#  Pressure to perform: Government jobs, mcentives,
medals and social mobility linked to sports success

WA OWIZX.OF :;]

: . P World Anti-Doping Code
‘Rﬂ“k\[('ﬂ"ﬂlf!r ?:F I;:;H e U #  Headguarters: Montreal, Quebec, Canada
----- == : == #  President: Witold Banka
1||"i.]'.'r'.. o pq*-‘im\'“:f'- smgba—chglt Hmiﬂ“l Anti-llﬂ-ping qlﬂ['“f'}' '[?"h"l."a‘l.}:
] Japan positives despite thousands of] #  India’s apex body to enforce anti-doping rules
- # Conducts testing, awareness and  disciplinary
3 Hing Low number of positive cises aetions
B r: relative 1o high testing volume # Director General: Ashish Bhargava
2 Linnted Modest mumber of positives
" Kingdom [lcompared with tests conducted India Becomes the World™s Third-Largest Domestic
Very low doping positivity rate| AaIss ot
4 Australia . 4 pIig pas ¥
rc[I:-r-rIc India has emerged as the third-largest domestic civil
5 ‘ inda Minimal  positive  findings aviation market globally, after the United States and
I‘- relative to overall testing rates China. The country's aviation sector has witnessed

rapid expansion over the last decade, driven by rising
passenger demand, flect expansion, and supportive
government policies. Domestic air travel has recorded
strong  growih, reflectng improved affordability,
regional connectivity, and infrastructure development.

G tej@wizx.org




@ +91 816950290

WIZDOM ED.

Aviation Governance & Regulation

F o Mimstry of Civil Aviation 1s the nodal mamstry for
policy formulation.

# DGCA {Directorate General of Civil Aviation) is
responsible for aviahon safety, licensing. and
repulation,

#  AAL (Aarports Authonty of India) manages and
develops civil aviation infrastructure,

Government Schemes & Initiatives

# LUDAN {Ude Desh ka Aam Naagnk) scheme aims
o enhance regional ar connectivity by making
Mving affordable.

= National Civil Aviation Policy (NCADP),
focuses on  affordsbility, connectivity,
sustainability.

# Indin mms to develop hundreds of operational
arports by 2047 onder  long-term - aviation
planning.

Ar\.l;

# Founded: 1 Apnl 19935

# Hesdquarters: New Delhi, Incha

# chairman: Vipin Kumar

¥ DGCA: Vikmm Dev Dutt

Ministry of Civil Aviation (India):

# Unien Cabinet Minister: Kinjarnpu Ram Mohan
Mardu

»  Minister of State; Murlidhar Kisan Mohol

16
anil

Singapore’s Changi Airport Declared World's Best
Airport 2025

Singapore’s Changi Airpont has been named the

World"s Best Airport for the year 2023, reaffirming its

global leadership in aviation infrastructure, passenger

services and overal] travel expenence. The récognition

15 based on international passenger surveys evaluating

airports across multple performance parameters,

About Singapore Changi Airport

# Changi Airport is the pnimary intemnational ainport
of Singapore.

& |tserves as a major global aviation hub, connecting
Asia with Europe, Afnca, the Amencas and
Oceanin,

# The wirpont is famous for s indoor gardens,
enferiginment  Fones, transit  hotels, shopping
complexes and dining options,

#  [tis considered one of the most awarded amrports in
aviation history.

Here's the Top 5 list of the World's Best Airporis

2025 (Skytrax World Airport Awards):

WA W | ZxX.or :;]
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:R:.nlr.] Airport Name ] Country
I !F-ir!gapmc Changi Airport Singapore

2 Iilam::‘n:l International Airport  [Chatar
..".-_]Tuk','u Haneda Airport |:.].'1p:m
ﬁltl-:t’u.un International Airport  fSouth Korea
5 . “! Nﬂ[.l1-:1dinl1.ll'l1$1llﬂllﬂ| Alr:rrurl H"“Jfﬁﬂ

How World's Best .-ilrp:l;lr!ﬁ Are Ranked
Rankings are based on plobal passenger feedback
collected from travelers of different nationalities.
Parameters include:

» Check-in and immugration efficiency

Cleanliness und safety

Passenger comfort and amenities

Retail and food services

Accessibility and transit expernience

b A T

Bulgarian Prime Minister Hosen  Zhelvazkov
Resigns After Weeks of Mass Protests

Bulgaria’s Prime Minister Rosen Zhelvazkov and his
povernment resigned following weeks of widespread
protests across the country. The protests were tiggered
by public anger over exonomic musmanagement,
proposed tax hikes in the 2026 budget, nsing social
secunity contributions, perceived corruption, and lack
of accountability. The resignation came just before
parliament was scheduled to vote on a no-confidence
motion against s government.

About Bulgaria

# Capital: Sofia

# Curmency {before Euro adoption): Bulganan Lev
#  Prespdent: Rumen Radey

India is now the world's fourth-largest tea exporter

Government Support for Tea Industry

A L1,000-crore package and mitiatives ke the Chai
Sahyog app have been launched for labour welfare.
The government aims to strengthen testing facilites to
make tea a key contnbutor 1o Viksit Bharat 2047,

Top Tea Exporting Countries {2024-25)

Rank | Country Approx.  Export Value
(USS) [ Shatus

I Chinn - LS5 1. 42 hillion

d Sni Lanka - LUS% 1. 41 billion

3 Kenva - U531, 41 billion

4 India ~ LJS% BI 7 malhon

3 Poland - LSS 265 million
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Reporters Without Borders (RSF) Report: Israel
Apain Repisters Highest Journalisi Death Taoll
Worldwide in 2025

According to RSF's 2025 report, [srael Killed more
journalists than any other country this year
Worldwide, 67 journalists were killed over the past 12
months — one more than m 2024, lsmeh forces,
mainly in Gaza, were responsible for the deaths of 29
Palestinian reporters, accounting for 43% of global
journalist fatafitics. RSF described Isracl as “the worst
enemy of journalists,” emphasirng that these deaths
were deliberate — not accidental or collateral

Key Details & Broader Tremds

The deadliest single incident this vear was a “double-
tap™ strike on & hospital in south Gaza on 25 August,
which lkilled frve journalists —  ncluding
correspondents  working  for  major  international
agencies. Apart from Iscael, other dangerous countries
for journalists an 2025 included Mexico (9 killed),
Ukraine (3 killed) and Sudan (4 killed), BSF also
reporied that as of December 1, 2025, around 303
journalists are detained globally for their work, while
135 are missing and 20 are held hostage in 37 eountnes.
H5F's Warning & Global Concern

R5F worned that the pattern of Killings reflects a
breakdown in protection for journalists worldwade —
especially in conflict zones. They asserted that many
governments and intemational institutions kave failed
to safeguard press freedom, allowing the targeting of
medha workers with mmpunity.

i | ournalisis
Rank| ey [Killed Key Remark
& (2015) : 3 : 2
Avcounted for
larael g 3
A 430 of al
1 et ag confirmed
JRId | war ournalist  killigs
FONES) iy ’
Ell.'llhilll_'!"
Second-highest
N i filber ol
2 [Mexico |9 journalist killings|
in 20235
1 |sudan 4 i oy
dangeerous
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Counitry ;'.!nurnulintt
Rank[ "o Killed Key Remark
Region (2025)
Countries fior
media workers

Placed among 11‘1:3
A Ukmine 3 high-risk countries
fior pournahsts

N consistent fifth
position; top four
. - accounted fion
highest confirmed
deaths in 2025
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Iinternational

Civil Aviation
Day

ABOUT ICAD

ESTARBLISHED

NEED
Senuring Interrational coomperation and condkaEency
in clyil aviation matters. —
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senrlakban with other LUk members
inchuad ng the WO, ITL, UPLL WD
and MOk

MNOTE

Intmsmal|omel Serlcan
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HISTORY BEHIND

b G, rearisar oountrkos
mlgmed LRe CHICAgD
Conuenbion® gmang
prrmission Lo globel aivil
avlathon systom to dovelop
pracabully &nd in 8 e
benefittirg all pecphes and
mationg of the workd

MOTE Qurranlly, the
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191 shate parties including

all mamber states of tha
LIN except Dominkca,
Limxhimnstobn and Towvalu.
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Hariman Shakti 2025

India and Malaysia have conducted the joint military
exercise  ‘Hanmau  Shakn 20257 m  Rajasihan,
reaffirming their commitment to strengthening bilateral
defence cooperation. The exercise aims to enhance
interoperability, tactical coordination, and operational
preparedness between the anmes of the two countries,
The joimt dnll focuses on  counter-imsuroency
operations, jungle and  semi-desert  warfare,
humanitanian assastance, and disaster rehief operations.
Troops from both nations participated in joint troining
maodules, field exercises. and toctical discussions,
enabling them to share best practices and operational
experiences. The exercise reflects the growing strategie
partnership between India and Malaysia and suppors
India’s broader Act East Policy, which seeks deeper
defence and secunity engagement with Southeast Asian
nations,

ERUVERIN

The 14th edition of the annual India-Maldives bilateral

exercise EKUVERIN held i Thiruvananthapuram,

Kerala, Conducted between the Indian Army and the

Maldives Mational Defence Forces, the exercise

strengthens  mulitary  cooperation  and  mutual

understanding.

Dhjectives

» Enhance interoperability in connterinsurgency and
counfer-termonism operations across  semi-urban,
Jungle, and coastal terriins.

# [ntegrate  niche fechnologes o
coordination and efficiency.

# Sharc best practices, reflecting [ndio and Maldives'
commitment to regional peace and secunity,

Significance

#  “Ekuverin” means *Friends’, symbolizing the ¢lose
ties between the two nations,

# [t 15 a bilaternl annoal exercise,
alternately in India and Maldives,
Ekuverin 15 one of three major joimnt exercises berween
India and Maldives, alongside:

1. Ekatha (bilateral)

2. Dost (trilateral with Sn Lanka)

UTIpTy &

conducied

SURYARIRAN XIX - 2025

WA W [E xX.0Or :;]

The 1%h edition of the annual India-Nepal Jomn

Military Exercise SURY AKIRAN XIX - 20235 held at

Mithoragarh, Uttarekhand. The exercise is a key

component of the defence cooperation Iramework

between the two neighbourmg nations,

Objectives of the Exercise

Rehearsal of Sub-Conventional Operations under

Chapter VIl of the UN Mandate, relating to

miemanonal peace and secunty.

Strengthen hattalion-level interoperability in:

# Jungle warfare

F  Counter-lermorism in meuntainasus lerrain

# HADE (Humaniiarian Assistance & IDhisaster
Relief)

#  Medical responsc

#  Enviroomental conservation

# Integrated groamnd-aviation operations

Special Technological Focus (2025 Edition)

This year's exercise p]su::;s a major emphasis on niche

and emerging defence technologics, including;

# UAS (Unmanned Aerial Systems)

#  Drone-based ISR (Intelligence,
Reconnaissance]

# Al-enabled decision support systems

#  Unmanned logistic vehicles

#  Armoured protection platforms

About Exercise SURYAKIRAN

# Annual bilateral excroise conducted alternately in
India and Nepal.

# Une of India’s lorgest military exercises with any
SAARC eountry.

First edition was conducted in 2011 after combining

tWo Previous excroises:

# Surva Kiran (by India)

#  Pratikar (by Nepal)

Indin-Nepal Defence Relations

F  Gurkha soldiers have served i the Indian Army for
over 200 years.

# Nepal 1 2 major contnibutor to UN peacekeeping
Missions.

# India provides traiming, equipment and disaster
reliel support o Nepalese forces.

UN Chapter VII

# Deals with Actions with Respect to Threats o
Peace, Breaches of Peace, and Acts of Aggression.

#  Authorises use of force for maimntaining or restoring
mternational peace and security.

Survelllance &
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[ Important Days of the Month ]

Date Observed As Importance’ Motto

T'o promote the idea that the Earth is one Global family and we

January 1 | Global Family Day should live in peace
v & fe

January 4 | World Braslle Day To mark the barth anniversary of Lowis Braille

['o mark the contribution of the overseas Indian community towards

a2l R the development of India,

To mark the barth anmiversary of first World Hindi Conference which

January 10 | World Hind: Day wits held in 1975

January 12 | National Youth Day To mark the barth anniversary of the Swami Vivekananda.

Ficld Marshal K. M, Cariappa became the first Indian Army Chief of

15 i :
Yoy 15 Sy oay Independent India on |5 January 1949,

To incréase awareness among the people and ensure every pirl pets

January 24 | National Girl Child Day equal impartance 85 their countenrts

To mark the foundation day of the Election Commission of India

January 25 | National Voters day o
i - (ECT)

To mark the Declaration of Indian Independence that was proclamed

Tanuary 26 | India’s Republic Day ; o y
? 2 s by the Indian National Congress.

[nternational Holocaust | To commemorate the tragedy of the Holocaust that occurred dunng

.
January 27 Remembrance Day the Second World War,

January 30 | Mardyes' Day To mark the assassination of Mobandas Karamchand Gandha Ji.

@ 218169602909 www.wizx.org © tej@wizx.org
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[ Trending Topics of the Month J

How New Pilot Safety Rules and Other Factors Led to Major IndiGo
Flight Disruptions in India: Explained

@ 218169602909

In December 2025, India’s busiest airline, IndiGao,
faced one of the worst operational crises in it history,
with hundreds — and even thousands — of flights
cancelled, delayed, and disrupted nationwide. This
shook the aviation sector, siranded passenpgers at
airports, and rmsed guestions about mirline safety
rules, staffing planning, and how changes in pilod
regulations were handled.

INDIGO CRISIS:
PILOT RULES CHAOS!

N\
LAY
i - I:I

To understand what happened, we need to break 1t
down into three core parts:

1. What the new pilot safety rules actually are,
Why IndiCso in particular was hit 5o hard,

Oiher coninbuling factors besides the rules,
Responses, temporary fixes, and what lies ahead.

ad b

1. What Are the New Pilot Safety Rules?

India’s aviation regulator — the Direclorate Generul
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) — upduted rules on how
long pilots can fly, how much rest they need, and what
counts as night Mving. These rules are collectively
known as Flight Duty Time Limtations (FDTL).

Here's what changed and why:

kKey Safety Changes

Weekly Rest Increase: Pilots most now get at least
48 continuous hours of rest cach weck {up from 36).
This gives pilots more time to recover from fatgee.
“ight Flying Definition Expanded: Night time is
now counted from midnight to & am., mstead of
midnight to 5 a.m. This captures more flights under
fatigue-sensitive hours.

L] thl 1|.|l|.'l l'l“lull. Il.lrl.IIlI-E :'{ I.':l r E]

Night Landings Reduced: Pilots are now allowed

only two landings per roster period between midnight

and early moming (down from six). This 1s important

because night landings are more tiring.

Duty Time Caps: Pilots can’t fly for more than 10

hours on Mights stretching into the night.

Rest Rules Tied to Leave: Pilots can no longer count

personal leave as part of the required rest under the

weekly rest rile

Fatigne Reporis: Aarlines must sobmn regular

reparts to DGCA about pilor fatigue management

achomns,

Purpose of the Roles

The main goal of FDTL nules 15 10 reduce palot fatigue

— tired pilots can be dangerous hecause fatigue

affects judgement and reaction time. The DGCA

stuched global safety standurds and fangue data

befiore tightening mules.

How the Hules Were Rolled (vt

The FDTL changes were not sudden. They were first

proposed in early 2024, amd DGCA  spread

implementation in fwo phases:

I. Phase | started on July 1, 2025
rest was introduced

2, Phase 2 took effect on November 1, 2025 —
stncter night limits and other parts of the mles.

Thiz phased approach was meant to give airlines time

o st

longer weekly

2. Why IndiGGo Was Affected So Badly
All Indinn arrlines are required to follow the same
pilot safety rules. But IndiGo — being the biggest

atrfine was disproporiionately  affected. Here's
why:
Huge Operations and Few Boffer Resources:

IndiGo operates over 2,200 Mights daily, far more

than any other Indian aidline. Because its network s
huge, even small problems affect many Mights,

Lean Crew Planning: Instead of hiring extra pilots
as a cushion, IndiGo reportedly ran with a very tight
staffing model. This meant there was hittle slock
crew availability once the new rules wok effect
pilots couldn’t be scheduled as flexibly as before.

tej@wizx.org
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@ +91 816950290

Pilot Shortages When Needed Most: With the
weekly mest requrerment  mncreasing and  might
landings capped, many pilots became unavailable for
additional flving (even if they wanted to). IndiGo did
not recruit or schedule additional pilots fast enough to
meet these new requirements. [ndustry experts say
arrlines had more than a vear’s nodice to prepane, but
IndiGo's planning didn’t match the scale of these
changes.

3. Oher Contributing Factors Bevond Safery
Hules

While pilot safety rules were a big trigeer, they were
not the only cause of cancellations and delays.
Winter Weather and Fog: Northern India often
expenences fog n winter. This reduces visibaliny at
airports like Delhi, slowing down fhight operations
and creating congestion,

Technical Glitches: IndiGo also faced computer
system issues at some  airports, which slowed
departures and added delavs that rppled across the
network.

Heavy Airport Traflic: Dunng the peak holiday
trave| season, anports are busier than usual, This
means even small delays or canceliations can quickly
cascade, causing large-scale disruption.

Aggressive Schedule Growth; IndiGo expanded its
winier season flying schedule — meaming slower
recovery from delayvs and less ability to adjust crew
rosters on the fly.

4. What Happened Once Chaos Hic?

Mass Flight Cancellations: In early December alone,
thousands of flights were cancelled naionwide as
crews hit legal duty limits and no replacement crows
were avatlable. Most major airports, such as Dielh,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai, were
affected. At times, on-time performance dropped to
exiremely low levels — i some airports under 10%%
of Mights were on schedule.

Passengers Stranded: Millions of passengers faced
long lines, delays, and uncertamity as flights were
abruptly cancelled or rescheduled. Some travelers had
o make altermative plans, pay high fares on other
carricrs, or face overnight wails.

Criticism from PFilots and Flvers: Pilol groups
enhicised IndyGo for faling to hire enough stafl and
sasd the arline’s lean manpower strategy was 1o
blame. Some argued the disruption should not be used
o wegken safety norms, while others blamed DGCA
lor poor oversight in plannmg.

WA W | ZxX.or :;]

Government and DGO A Response

The DGCA temporanly cased some rules for IndiGo
until February 10, 2026. This included relaxing the
strict night landing limits and allowing personal leave
to ¢ount toward rest periods agamin — but only
temporarnly,

The DGCA also sent inspectors into IndiGo's offices
to monitor operations. and crew planning daily as the
airline works to stabihise operabions.

Regulators required IndiCio to cot its winter schedule
by abowt 3% and submit a revised fight plan 1w make
scheduling more manageable

The Mimstry of Civil Aviation ordered & high-level
mguiry into what went wrong.

5. What Happens Mext?

Stabilising Operations: IndiGo says it plans o
restore stable operations by February 10, 2026, when
full compliance with the FDTL norms is expected to
FESLITTHE,

Hiring More Pilots: The airline 15 expected to speed
up pilot hiring and adjust crew rosters 1o meet the
safety rules and avord future disruptions.

Stronger Planning Ahesd: Many sviaion experts
now argue thal improved planning, more buffer
staffing, and flexible crew scheduling will be required
across the industry — not jus: at IndiGo — especially
duning peak travel seasons.

Way Forward:

Hire More Pilots and Create Buffers: Awrlines must
build a lurger standby pilot pool S0 new rules or
disruptions don® collapse the schedule.

Use Smarter Rostering Systems: Advanced digital
tools should predict fatigue, balance duty hours, and
avioid lasi-minute crew shortages,

Better DGO A-Adrline Coordination: Future rule
changes should mvolve joint planning, smpact
pssessment, and phased trals o prevent sudden
chaos.

Clear Passenger Contingency Plans: Automatic
rebooking, early SMS alerts, and on-ground support
should be standard during disruptions,

Improve Airport and Air-Traffic Capacity: Better
fog-handling systems. more night runway capacity,
and tighter slot management will reduce cascading
deluys.

Strengthen Safety Culture: Pnontise pilot rest and
fatigue reporting instead of pushing tight rosters to
maximise flights.

G tej@wizx.org
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Australia’s New Social Media Ban for Under-16s:
What It Means and Why It Matters

o +91 B16960290

Australia hos made history by becoming the first
country in the world to ban most children under the
age of 16 from using major social media platforms.
This new law — known as the Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media Mimimum Age) Act 2024
— fpok effect on December 10, 2025 after the
Austrulian Parliament passed it in 21??-—1.

What the Law Says

Children under 16 are not allowed o create or keep
accounts on many popular social media platforms
such as Facchook, Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, X
iformerly Twitter), YouTube, Reddit, Twitch.
Threads, Kick and others. Pletforms most tnke
“repsonable steps™ 1o stop under-168 from having
accounts of face fincs up o AS49.5 million (about
533 millien). The ban 15 enforced on companies, nod

children or families — Kids and their parents will not
be fined if they break the rule. This means that if o

child under 16 tries to use social media with a profile,
the platform must biock or deactivate it.

Why Australia Did This

The main reason behind the bun i child safety. The
government says social media can be hammiul 1o
young people’s mental health &nd  emotional
development. Specific concerns include:

= Cyberbullying and online herassment,

F o Addictive design and screen time,

» Exposure to inappropriate or harmful content,

#  Cirooming and online exploitation,

Prime Mimister Anthony Albanese and online safety
officials have spoken about this as o cultural shift,
encouraging young people to spend more time offline
with real-world activitics like hobbies, reading,
sports, and face-to-face interaction.

How 1t Works in Practice

WA W [E xX.0Or :;]

Plarforms must sdentify and block under-16 users.
Some companies have already started this:

Meta (the company that owns Facebook and
Instngram) began removing sccounts of users it
believes are under 16 ahead of the December 100 start
date,

TikTok and Snapchat plan to use age-venfication
tools like automated “ape assurance™ systems to
estimate age and prevent access.

Children wiall still be able w view public content on
some platforms (like walching videos) without an
gocount if the site allows it, but they will not be able
to post, comment, or engage as a logged-in user.

Support and Criticism

The ban has both supporters and onties:

SUpPOriers say;

# It protects children from harmiul effects of social
media,

= i aligns with other age lumts like alcohol and
driving restrictions,

»# It gives parents and schools an easicr boundary to
cnforee.

Crities say:
# Some voung people could feel isolated if they
lose social connections online

# The low may be difficult 1o enforce perfectly, as
children might find loepholes like using VPNs or
adult accounis.

#  There are privacy concems with age verification
mieths :dt

PROTE T > i
THE KIDS? (/&

Gilobal Interest

Australia’s decision s now being closely watched
around the world. Countries like Denmark snd
Malaysia are considering similar age-based social
media mules, and many other povernments are
debating how best 1o protect children onlne,

G tej@wizx.org
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India’s New SIM Binding Rule:
What It Means for WhatsApp, Telegram & Other Apps

@ 218169602909

The Indian government has mtroduced o new rule that
will change how messacing apps ke WhatsApp,
Telegrum, Signal and others work on your phone, This
rule — called SIM banding — 18 part of broader effons
b reduce ovber fraud and mesuse of messaging services
in India.

' fmh 0‘;% Signal

What Is 510 Binding?

S5IM binding means that a messaping app must
contimsously check that the same SIM card used 1o
register your account s still present m your phone.
Under the new nule;

If the SIM card wsed for registration s removed.
repiaced, or mactive, The app may stop working.

This applies not only to the phone app but also 1o
services ke 'WhatsApp Web — the web or deskiop
VErsIon.

Right now, when you register on ‘WhatsApp or
Telegram, the app checks your phoneé number only once
using an OTP (one-time password). Afier that, you can
use the app even if the SIM isn't present in the device.
The new rule changes that

Which Apps Are Alfected?

This rule applies 1o a wide rnge of messagng platforns
that use mobile numbers for identification, including
WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, Snapchat, ShareChat,
JioChat, Arattai, Josh, among others.

All these apps must implernent SIM binding within 90
davs from the government’s directive — Likely by carly
2026,

What Will Change for Users?
1. App Will Stop Without S1M
After this rule comes into effect, your messaging app
may stop working 1f vour SIM card 15 not in the phone

VWA WA J|'|-E xX.0Or :; ]

— even if you are using Wi-Fi. S0 you won't be able to
ms¢ WhatsApp or Telegram wathout the SIM card thm
wis used 1o regisber your numbsr.,

2, WhatsApp Web Logging Oui

For WhatsApp Web and similar weh versions of
messaging apps, there's a g change:

You will be automatically kogged out at least every six
hours. To log back in, you will have to scan the QR code
agam using vour phone. This is because the app must
itk sure vour SIM card is still present and active,

Why Is the Government Doing This?

The Department of Telccommumnications (DoT) says the

rule 15 meant to:

#  Reduce evber fraud and scams

#  Prevent erinunals from using messaging apps with
deactivated numbers or withoat SIM cards, making
it hardor to trace them.

» lmprove secumty and traccability of digital
COMMLMECELion,

The DeT believes that by 1ving your messaging account

b youir SIM cord. 1t becomes hurder for raudsters —

often opembing from outside the couniry

accounts without being traced

Telecom companies like Aimel, Reliance Jio and

I Imsisg

Vodafone-ldea have supported the rule, saying it
strengthens secunty without harming povacy. They also
compare this o other secure systerns where regular

viertircateem 15 cofmmon

Concerns and Criticism

#  Not cveryone agrees with the rule. Some critics and
privacy advocates argue that:

# It may be inconvenient for users who use messaging
apps on devices without SIM cards, Itke 1ablets or
laptops,

# It could make it harder for people who swiich
dievices often or trave] abroad,

# There are concems sboul user privacy and
flexibility, cspecially for multi-device usape.

tej@wizx.org
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Sanchar Saathi Explained: What It Is, What It Does, and Why It Became
Controversial

MOBILE APP

SAATHI

Wab portal availoble ot - wenw . sancharsaathi,

India has launched a government-led imitiative called
Sanchar Sauthi 1o help mobile phone users: protect
themselves from fraud, theft, scams and misuse of
their telecom connections. The name literally means
communication friend, amd the idea 15 to give every
user a single place where they can check and manage
therr mobdle sdennty securely. Recently, Sanchar
Saatht became the centre of a big debate in India
because of o govemment directive that would have
made its mebile app automatically installed on all
new smartphones sold 0 the country, This sparked o
major discussion about privacy, secunty, user chowce
and how far the government can go in mandating
digital tools,

What Is Sanchar Saathi?
Sanchar Saathi started as a web portal run by India’s
Department of Televommunications (DeT) m May
2023, It was built to help ordinnry mobile users
protect themselves against common problems hke
phone loss, frand, SIM misuse, and identity thefl.
Later, in January 2025, the government also lsunched
the Sanchar Saathi mobile app for Android and 108,
making these services easier to access from a
smartphone.
S0, there are two wavs users can benefnt from Sanchar
Siathi:
|. Through the web portal
browser,

aceessible on any

LA T TR TR T |-E xX.0Or :;]

2, Through the mobile app — downloadable on

phones,

What Are the Main Features of Sanchar Santhi?
The Sanchar Saathy platform offers several useful
tools all in one place:

. Check All Mobile Numbers in Your Mame: You
can sce all SIM cards repstered using your identity.
This helps you detect 1f someone has taken a phone
number or SIM in your name without consent

. Block Lost or Stolen Phones: [ vour phone 15 lost
of stolen, Sanchar Saathi lets vou block that device’s
IMEI number {n umqgue |5-digit identifier). Omnce
blocked, the device won™t work on any network in
Indsa.

3. Report Fravduleat Calls and Messages: The app
has a feature called Chakshu, which lets wsers report
suspreions calls, SMS, WhatsApp messages, phishing
links and other telecom scams. This helps authorities
spot patterns of frand.

4. Verify Mobile Authenticity: Before buyving o
sevond-hand phone, users can use Sanchar Saathi o
check whether that device 18 genuing or has been
lostsiolen,

5. Report Spam and Malicious Links: Usecrs can
report spam calls, unwanted commercial calls, and
malicious web links that appear in messages

[hese tools make Sanchar Saathi o one-stop secunty
platform for mobile users, especially in &n ems when

phone scams and frands are increasing rapudly,

G tej@wizx.org
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Why Did the Government Want to Pre-Install the
App on Every Phone?

In fate November 2025, the Telecom Mintstry 1ssued
a directive asking all smartphone manufacturers —
such as Apple, Samsung, Xipomi and others — o pre-
mstall the Sanchar Saath: app on all new phones sold
in India. The plan also said the app should not be
removable by users

The idea behind this was simple;

With s0 many mobile scams happening, the

government argued that overy user should have

protective tools built into ther device from dav one

According 1o official data, the Sanchar Saathi

platform had already helped:

# Block millons of lost'stolen phones,

¥ Terminate fens of millions of fravdulent ST
Conneclions,

# Help many users report suspicious  activities
through the portal

So the government said pre-installing the app would

make mobile secunty stronger across India —

especially in o country with more than 1.2 hillion

mobile users.

Why Did This Move Canse Controversy?

T 3T WIE4E 32T & e i a1y ?
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Despite the security goals, the proposal to force-
mstall the app on new phones and make it undeletable
triggered @ major public debate and backlash from
different groups:

1. Privacy Concerns: Critics, digital rights activists
and privacy advocates argued that forcing a
government app on every deviee could violate
people’s privacy and give too much power to the state.

VWA WA J|'|-E xX.0Or :; ]

They said users should alwavs have the chowce to
decide what i on their phones.

1. Opposition from Phone Makers: Some
smartphone companies — especially Apple — stated
that their company pohcies do not allow outside apps
to be mstalled by default in ways that users cannot
remnove. This coaflict between global tech rules and
Indian regulations became a sticking point

3. Public Uproar: Many users also criticised the idea
online, saying that mandatory installation felt like
povemment surverllance, even 1if that was nol the
stated imtention. Critics compared it 1o controversial
software policies m other countnes.

What Happened Next? The Government Backed

Down

#  [Due o the strong hacklash. the government rolled
back the mandatory pre-installation order in early
December 2025, Officials clanfied that:

# - The Sanchar Saathi app would not be compulsory
Ol REw dﬂ"-'i-:ﬁﬂ.,

w Lisers could delete or unmimstall it if they wanted
Rk,

# And companies did not have to make Wt
undeletable.

# Umon Minister Jvotiraditya Scindia personally
stated that the app was intended for eybersecurity
and not for surveillance or spying.

Final Thoughts: Safety vs Choice

¥  Sanchar Saothi iisell remauns a useful tool to
protect mobile users from fraud, theft, and scams,
offering several imporiant secunty features ol no
sl

# However, the conmtroversy highlights a key
tension in digial India — how 1o balance national
cvbersccurity goals with individual privacy and
user freedom. The government says the app 1s
meant to keep citizens safe, while critics worry
about consent and control over personal devices.

# In the end, the decision to make the Sanchar
Saathi app optional rather than compulsory may
help preserve both wser choswce and mobale
security awareness going forward,

tej@wizx.org
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A Step Toward Equality: Supreme Court Permits SC Status Based on Mother’s Caste

@ +91 816950290

[n a significant development on December 8, 2025,
the Supreme Court of India allowed a minor girl from
Puducherry 1o obtun a Scheduled Caste (5C)
certificate based on her mother's caste, even though
her father did oot belong to an 5C communty. This
move may impact how caste certificales are issoed n
funure, especially for children bom i mler-caste
MArnages.

What Happened in the Case?

A bench led by Chief Justice of India Surva Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagelu confirmed that the girl could
get her SC certificate using her mother's Adi Dravida
wdentity, instead of relying only on the father's caste.
The Supreme Court did not reverse the law entirely,
but it refused to interfere with the High Court’s
decision that had granted the certificate to the girl.

uring the hearing, the CJHl asked a simple yer
powerful question:

“With changing times, why should caste not follow
the mother™

This signalled a possible shift from  traditional
HEHleFII]L'I-]'!!-: ahoui caste inhentance.

What Does the Law Carrently Say?

India’s Constitution allows affirmative action (like
reservation of seats i education and jobs) fior SC/ST
commumbics under Articles 15 and 16, But who
qualifies as 5C or 8T 1= defined through Presidential
Orders under Articles 341 and 342, and these lists are
specifie for each state.

Historically, governments and courts have used a
simple rule:

A child generally inherits the caste of the father,

This was partly based on tradition and old legal
opimons, mcluding a 2003 Supreme Court judgment
{ Punit Ra) that said, in the gbsence of any statutory
lww, caste would normally follow the father.
However, the Court also said that this is only a
presumption, not o hard and fast rule. That means 1t
can be challenged 1f evidence shows different social
realities.

Why Is This Important?
In pust coses hke Rameshbhai vs State of Guprat,
courts ruled that caste benefits should not be treated

WA W | ZxX.or :;]

like inherited property but should address social
disadvantage and lived experience — whether a
person endured the same disadvaniages faced by
members of the SC community,

Under those principles. if a child is brought up within
the 8C community, experiences its social challenges,
and 13 aceepted as part of that community. then they
may be eligible for reservation benefits — even if the
father is from another caste.

How Will This Be Implemented?

¥ The Supreme Court's order in this particular case
allows the certificate for the pirl while the larger
constitutional question remains unsetiled, That
means:

¥ Courts and suthonities will still presume children
take their father's caste unless strong evidence
supgesis otherwise,

¥ But in exceptional circumstances, children can
ohtain 8C certificates based on their mother’s
caste, especially when the evidence shows they
were raksed i thal community's environment.

¥ Local authorities like Tehsibdars  and
certificate vahdity committees — will now hikely
msseas evidence such as:

¥ Proof of upbringing m the mother s community,

Social and educational disadvantages faced,

Communmity  aceeplance  and  real  lived

CAPETICNOES,

< %

Aftermath and Wider Impact

The Court’s decigion docs not immediately change all
caste laws. bul it opens the door for more cases where
maternal easte could be considered. This is espeaially
refevant for children from inter-casie marmages amd
for single mothers who struggle to secure caste
certificates for their children under the old rule.
Legal experts say this case signals @ move toward
equity and gender equality in caste determination.
However, the ultiimate legal test will depend on how
lower courts and certificate authorities interpret the
deciswon in future applications.

In short:

¥ Father's caste 15 stull the default rule,

+  But the rule 15 a presumpiion, not absolute,

¥ And under special conditions, a child may now
get un SC certificate through the mother's caste.

G tej@wizx.org
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Tamil Nadu Govt. vs. Governor: A Landmark Supreme Court Case Explained

@ 218169602909

The Tarml Madu government recently moved the
Supreme Court of India to challenge the actions of the
Crovernor of Tamil Nadu, B N Ravi, saying he acted
against the democratic and constitutional nghts of the
people and the elected government. This dispute is
part of & long-runming conflict between the state
execulive and the Govemor over the approval and

clearance of bills passed by the state legislature,

—_
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What Sparked the Conflict™

In 2023 and onwards. the Temil Nadu Legislative
Assembly passed several important bills relating to
governance, university administration, and other key
areas. Instead of giving them assent {approval), the
Ciovernor withheld assent to 10 of these bills and sent
somie bills to the President of India for consideration,
Under the Indian Constitution, ondé a state legmslatune
passes a hill, the Governor usually has o few chaces:

Give his assent to make it law,

Withhold assent and réturn it for reconsideration, or
Reserve it for the President’s consideration in specific
situations.

Bui in this case, the Governor withheld assent for o
long time — in some cases for years — without
proper reasons and then reserved them for the
President without first returning the hills 1o the
assembly, as required by the Constitution.

The Tamil Nadu government argeed that this
dehberate delay and reservation to the President was
unconstiitional  and  hampered the democratic
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process. 5o, if filed a writ petition i the Supreme
Couort under Article 32 of the Constitution, asking the
court to intervene and protect the stale’s legislative

rights.

What the Supreme Court Decided

In April 2025, a two-judge bench of the Supreme
Court delivered a landmark judgment on this case.
Ihe court held that the Governor’s actions were
“Ulegal and erroneous™ and violated constitutional
NGNS,

The Supreme Court emphasized these key points:
¥ A Governor cannol sifl indefintely on a kil or
unduly delay his decision simply to block it.

«  If there are msues wath a lall, the Govemoer must
Either give assent, withhold it and return i1 for
reconsideration, or reserve it for the President’s
considernion directly under clear constimtional
grounds,

¥  The Court held that in this case, the Governor's
refusal 1o act on the bills — even after they were
passed ngmin by the assembly
Constitution.

Imvoking its extraordinary powers under Article
142, the Supreme Court declared that the 10 bills
shall be deemed to have received the Governor's
assent from the date they were re-presented fo
him. This effectively made them laws without the

was aguimst the

Crovernor's signature,

Why This Case Maiters

[his case 13 more than just about Tamil Nadu, 1t rases
rmportant constitutional questions about federalism
amd  state autonomy in India. The Tamul MNadu
government argued that when the Governor a&n
unelected official — blocks bills passed by the elected
legisfature, it undermines the people’s mandate and

disrupts democratic governance.
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The Health Secunty se Mational Secunty Cess Bill,
2025 is a new [aw passed by the Indian Parliament
that allows the government to impose a special cess
{a type of tax) on the mapufecture of certain products,
mainly pan misala — n widely sold chewing lobacco
product — with the money rmsed used for public
health and national security needs.

This Bill came at a time when India is reorpanising its
tax structure on products like tobaceo and pan masala
because the compensalion ¢ess — o lEmMporary 1ax
earlier imposed under the GST system — 15 due 1o
end. The povernment wanted to make sure there was
no sudden loss of revenue, cspecially for important
sectors like health and defence

Why Was This Bill Needed?

When India introduced the Goods-and Services Tax

(GST) in 2017, a compensation cess was also added

on “%in goods™ — products harmfil to health such as

tobacco, pan masala, aerated drinks and hexury items
to make up for revenue shortfalls to states.

This tax was temporary and extended several trmes. [t

15 set to expire by March 11, 2026, which meant

revenue from these products could fall. To avoad thas,

the government mtroduced two new measures:

A fresh excise duty on tobacco products under a

different law,

The Health Security se National Secunty Cess on pan

masals and potential future goods.

What Is the Health Security se National Security Cess Bill, 20257
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The new Ball ensures that the tax burden on these
harmfil goods stays hgh, discouraging consumpion
while also creating a steady stream of funds for health
rmitiatives and national sccurity,

Key Components of the Bill

L. Goods Covered: The Bill initally applies o pan

masala, but the government has the power to include

other similar goods through notification later.

2. How the Cess 1s Calenlated: Unlike normal axes

that are based on how much a product 1s sold, this cess

is based on the production capacity of the machines

or processes used by manufacturers — that means a

company with hgher capacity will pay more.

3. Tuxable Persons: Anvone who owns, operates o

controls mochmes or processes manufactunng the

specified poods is responsible for paying the cess.

4. Revenoe Use

F Money collected from the cess goes into India’s
Consolidated Fund and will be used for:

#  Public health programmes, and

# MNational security requirements — such as
defence expenditure.

# Portions of the revenue will also be shared with
stale povermments to support  health-related
achemes.

5. Enforcement and Compliance

The Bill sets up a system for:

# Registration and
manulacturers,

self-declaration by
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» Momitorning and audits,

# Penalues and prosecution for evasion or false
records,

= A multi-tier appeals process so that disputes can

be legally challenged.

Implementation and Timeline

# The Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha in carly
December 20235 and prompily passed.

7 It was then passed by the Rajya Sabha and
refurned fo the Lok Sabhn, which imdicites
Parkiment’s approval

# Once final procedures are completed, the cess
will siart to apply, especially as the GST
compensation cess phascs out by March 2026.

Aftermath and Impact

l. Bevenue Stabilitv: The government cxpecis a
steady stream of funds to support health programmees
and defence. The shanng of revenue with states also
anmsa to strengthen cooperative federalism.

1. Health and Behaviour: By keeping prices of pan
masala higher through axation, the government also
hopes to reduce consumption of products linked to
health problems.

3. Political and Public Response: Whale many
lawmakers supported the Bill as a responsible fiscal
MEasure, some opposition vioeces mised concerns
about its title and federal impact, calling for decper
serutiny.

In Summary

Ihe Health Security se National Security Cess Bill,
2025 15 8 new tax law aimed at mantainimg high
levies on harmful products like pan masala, ensuring
stable revenue for public health and national secunty,
and replacing revenue lost due to the phasing out of
the GST compensation ¢css. It introduces a
production-bised  levy, includes a  structured
comphance system, and nllows revenue sharing with
states while mming 10 deter consumption of dement

poods.

HEALTH SECURITY SE NATIONAL SECURITY CESS BILL, 2025
Introduced in Lok Sabha as a Money Bill - Aim: Support India's Health & National Security
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